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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

Week 5: Beguiled By Beauty—Song of Songs 4:1-7 
The Beauty of a World Without a “Why” 
 

When we accept the non-utilitarian goodness of life–a world that doesn’t  
need a “why”– we tune into the raw delight in the world. “Beauty de-centers 
our ego by helping us realize that life is its own justification.” As we let go  
of how everything relates to us, serves us, benefits us, we begin to appreciate 
all things for their own worth and beauty, and our desire for their flourishing 
intensifies. When we turn this idea onto our own selves, we can let go of the 
expectations of others and the societal standards of beauty in regard to our 
own worth. 

 

Throughout this series, we have been “looking around” to more deeply notice 
the fullness of life, its joys and sorrows, its poignant and mundane moments, 
its little victories and immense tragedy. We are coming to know greater  
compassion by coming to care more deeply as we contemplate with more  
intention and awareness. This week, we acknowledge the pain of judgment 
that comes with captivity to expectations that do not come from God, but 
from others or even ourselves. We hold to standards that are ultimately not 
what true beauty, or a “beautiful life” is about. In this time of prayer, I invite 
you to open your hands upward on your lap and allow these expectations to 
lift. Feel the heaviness of “measuring up” drift away from you, replaced by 
compassion for yourself and by extension, for others. 
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Prayer 
Divine Goodness, Holy One, Pause us for this moment, bear us up in this time, 
hold us for eternity. We tune our spirits to truth. We begin to let go of expectations. 
We allow all beings the fullness of their own beauty. And all the people say, 
“Amen.” 

 

School Supply Donations  
We will be collecting general school supplies (packs of 
paper, notebooks, writing pencils, markers, glue sticks, 
colored pencils and crayons) to give to local elementary 
schools to help those who may not have all of their sup-
plies. You can bring to the church office or drop off on 
Sunday mornings on or before August 27th. 

August 20 - Today 
8am Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC) 
9am Worship - Lampstand (CC) 
10:15am Sunday School 
10:15am Facebook Service 
11:15am Worship Sanctuary 
8pm AA Mtg (Rm 20) 
 

Monday, August 21 * 
9am Shekinah Prayer Time  
9am Meals on Monday  
6:30pm Boy Scouts (FH) 
 

Tuesday, August 22 * 
9:30am Shekinah Prayer Time 
7pm Evangelism Meeting (Rm 10) 
7:30pm Ministry Team Meeting (Rm 10) 
 

Wednesday, August 23 * 
10:30am Bible Study (Zoom) 
6pm Family Dinner Church (FH) 
 

Thursday, August 24 * 
9:30am Shekinah Prayer Time  
10am Elijah Bible Study (Library) 
6:30pm Yoga (Rm 21) 
7pm Finance Team Mtg (Zoom) 
 

Friday, August 25 * 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
 

Saturday, August 26 
10am Private Memorial Service (CC) 
* Meals on Wheels Pick Up Location  
 
For all event and room reservations  
please email Rodney Wise at 
facility.manager@wmumc.org.  
 

 

This Week At A Glance . .  



“Meals on Monday” and “Family Dinner Church” 
       * Free Lunch available on Mondays between 12 noon and 1pm.  
Pick up from Fellowship Hall side of building.  
       * Free Family Dinner every Wednesday night at 6pm in the  
Celebration Center. (We will gather in the Fellowship Hall on 8/23.) 

 

Volunteers needed for Meals on Monday (reach out to Linda Brooks 
at 757-880-4622 or Linda McLawhorn at 757-713-1519) for making/
donating dessert items for 120 meals and volunteers needed for  
Dinner Church (reach out to Judy Claus at 757-570-4532) for help 
with set up/clean up, cooking, greeting, etc.   

 

We have secured 2 small grants for 2023 to help support both of these 
ministries, but any additional donations are gratefully appreciated for 
both programs.  You can mark your offering “MoM” or “Dinner 
Church.”  Please feel free to invite anyone to either or both events.  

 

Everyone Is Welcome - you can use the invite cards that are around 
the church to encourage friends, family, or anyone you know to join 
you for dinner or our Facebook event page. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us for a great 
meal, musical entertainment, devotional 
message brought to us by a pastor  
or a lay member and plenty of  fellowship. 
If you are not currently able to join us for 
church on Sunday or you miss a Sunday, 
this is a great way to join us during the 
week, in the evening, for worship.  

 

Something good happens every week - 
come and see for yourself and bring a 
friend!   

Sunday School Classes 

 

All classes now begin by 10:15am. Children are  
invited to gather in the Celebration Center following  
worship or meet in room 29 for class to start at  
10:15am.   
 

To find out more about a class you would like to  
attend, feel free to ask one of our greeters or pastors  
as you exit the service. 

 

Classes are meeting in the following rooms: 
   Covenant Class - FH 
   Family Faith Class - FH 
   Trinity Class - Room 10 
   Wesleyan Class - Room 21 
   Wired Word/Blessed Mess - Room 20 
   Young Adults - Room 24     
   Children - Room 29 
   Youth - Room 22 
   Carpenters Class - Room 30 

Senior Fellowship Book Club  
Join us for our next book club on Thursday,  
September 21st at noon.  We meet at Schlesingers.  
The next book is “Silver Girl” by Elin Hilderband. Set 
against the backdrop of a Nantucket summer, Elin 
Hilderbrand delivers a suspenseful story of the power 
of friendship, the pull of love, and the beauty of  
forgiveness.  Please RSVP to Linda Brooks at  
757-880-4622 if you would like to attend. 

 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER 

 

Eternal God, you called us to be your church in this 
community and to share your love with all. Open our 
eyes to see the needs you would want us to see, open 
our ears to hear the stories you would want us to hear. 
Grant us a clear vision and equip us for faithful and 

fruitful ministry in this community through the power 
of your Holy Spirit.  In Christ’s name. Amen. 

Nothing Bundt Cake RAH Fundraiser  
This new fundraiser will run from now until 8/31.  You 
can order your Nothing Bundt Cakes on the order forms in 
the gathering area, narthex and Sunday School classrooms 
and payment must be in by 8/31. The cupcakes are $6 each 
and we get to keep $2 for every 
cupcake sold. The $2 profit we 
make from each cupcake will 
provide 5 RAH meal  
packages which will feed  
30 people. The expected  
delivery on the cupcakes will 
be Sunday, September 10th. 
Contact Vanessa Sczensy for 
any questions about ordering or  
delivery at sczesnyeval@gmail.com.   

Hawaii UMCOR Relief 
Please continue to pray for the residents of the Island of Maui, Hawaii, 
after the wind-driven wildfires last week prompted evacuations and 
caused significant loss of life and widespread damage, totally  
destroying the town of Lahaina . As of an August 14, UMCOR   
coordinated with the California-Pacific Annual Conference to process 
an initial grant for emergency supplies such as shelf-stable food, water, 
hygiene items and tools to help survivors recover belongings as first 
responders continue to provide initial aid in the area.  
Additional gifts can be made in the following ways: 
Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670 
By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 
Or by check through the church offering, please mark “UMCOR-
Hawaii” on the memo line.  We will send the collected funds directly 
to UMCOR advance 901670. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fumcmission.org%2Fadvance-project%2F901670%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2tw-1tuE6RpX6wRqW5kTVF6x8_ixEPSflquMBmr2WL-GhghaOkEfkaFHM&h=AT3M8Bymr9M6py6tRAZJqVWoxm6siWxlVoUZYkS7FZCguOsK_6uXP2JtdiZeSEXqGNPa-21y-doTGgprEnw8DU4qpyBte_mkB


 

Yoga Classes 
Yoga classes are held on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the 
youth room.  All are welcome, no pre-registration required.  
The cost is $10 per class.  Classes are beginner friendly and 
work with any level. As long as you are comfortable getting 
down and up off the floor, this class is a good place to start 
for those new to yoga.  Our instructor is Bethany Caddell and 
you can contact her at  thanycaddell@christianyogastudio.org 
or through www.christianyogastudio.org.   

Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Children and Youth Ministries 
Our Youth Director, Kerry, works with our Children’s  
Fellowship Coordinator, Sharon, to host a fun and exciting 
time every Sunday for the children and youth.  Our Children 
and Youth ministry programs meet September to May and the  
Youth meet in the youth room, while the children meet in the  
Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  You can follow the youth on their  
Facebook page (WM Youth) for week to week activities 
which includes other meetings and activities outside of  
Sunday Youth Fellowship.  During the summer, some  
activities will be planned to help keep everyone connected. 

 

If your child would like to participate in children’s fellowship  
activities (age 2 to 5th grade), please contact Sharon Ellis at  
757-478-5020.  If your child would like to participate in youth 
ministry activities (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry 
Blazek at  757-310-9891.  Regular Sunday fellowship  
meetings will resume in September. 

           Instagram 

           Facebook            Offering 

Be Social With Us and Spread the Love of Jesus ... 

Our Children Need You! 
During the summer months, July, August and into  
September, we are in need of some additional volunteers in 
the nursery on Sunday mornings.  If you are able to help, for 
one service or the other, it would be greatly appreciated.  We 
have some nursery workers now but they are taking some 
vacation time and are not always all available every Sunday 
between now and September.  Please consider this and help 
us out so any little people can spend worship time safely in 
our nursery.  Please reach out to Vanessa at 757-218-2040  
or finance@wmumc.org. 

WMUMC’S Respite Care Ministry  
We are here to help!  If you need help with buying groceries,  
picking up prescriptions and bringing them to you, or just 
need someone to talk to and check up on you, please contact 
Sina Hofler at 757-877-6109 (home) or 757-869-2960 (cell).  
We have volunteers who have offered to help other church 
members who have difficulty going out. If you are in need of 
any help, please contact Sina. If you are interested in helping  
with this ministry, you are also invited to contact Sina. May 
God continue to bless this ministry.  
 

The Men’s Fellowship Group would like to assist the men and 
women in our church with their home needs.  If you need 
some help with home repairs or safety improvements in your 
home for medical issues or other reasons, please call the 
church at 757-877-2270, Frank Blake at 757-876-9799 or Sina 
Hofler at 757-877-6109. 
 

Special Request: The Care Committee is looking for 
volunteers to assist Mary Jackson in feeding her mother on 
days Mary may not be able to do so. Mary’s mother, Luray 
(Raye) Gwyn, is a resident of Charter Senior Assisted Living 
(formerly Morningside) on Denbigh Blvd. Meals are served  
at 8am, 12n and 4:30pm. This would happen only if Mary 
cannot be there. If you are willing to be on a stand-by list, 
please call Sina Hofler at 757-877-6109 or email 
hofler2@verizon.net. 

 

Just a Note 
Pastor Esther is on vacation for the next few weeks to visit her 
family back home in Ghana.  Please keep her and William in 
your prayers for safe travels during this time.  She will back to 
worship on September 10th. 
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Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 
5pm or go to the pastors’ phone extensions).  If you are going 
to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and hospital 
where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA regulations, 
the hospital will not automatically inform the church of your 
hospitalization.  If you would like some pastoral time with either 
pastor, feel free to reach out to them by emailing them at  
pastoresther@wmumc.org or pastorangie@wmumc.org. 
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:  
Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) 
*Betty Palmer (Hidenwood) * Evelyn Bilk (Charter Assisted 
Living) * Nancy Setty * Norma Coleman * Anne Corliss * 
Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) 
* Jim Cole * Clara Reid * Katie Tanner-Barker * Sam Federico, 
Sr. (Sam Federico’s father) * Jim Russell * Tiffany Brandt * 
Jeff Cox * Marion Bonacci * Sara Manner * Susie Stein (Fern 
Holley’s niece) * Wilma Miller (Sheri Vann’s mother) * Robert 
Wood * Mel Rhoads * Chuck and Cynthia Nothstine * Jim 
Taylor * Barbara Freund * Raye Gwyn (Mary Jackson’s mom) * 
Frank Felice (Dan Felice’s Dad) * Gene Osborne * Gail Henry 
(Rodney’s mother-in-law) * Sharon Davenport * Joy Robinson 
(her mother and brother are both having medical issues) *   
Ginny Chappell * Frances Topping * Veronica Finley * Doug & 
Sherri Staples (the passing of Doug’s sister-in-law, Lisa) and all 
those who are grieving or sick.   

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  Laura Lomas, Brian Budlove, Lance 
Sczesny (Coast Guard).  

Attendance Numbers (8/13) 

 

9:00am: 61 
10:15am (online): 109 
11:15am:  48 

Sunday School: 69 

 

Dinner Church 8/16: 50 

Church Prayer Requests 
Your church family cares about you and your loved ones.  
We want to stay connected and support each other, so if 
you have a prayer request and would like one of  
our pastors to call and pray with you, please email   
prayerchain@wmumc.org.  Someone will be in touch as 
soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put out to 
our membership prayer team, please let us know. 

Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group  
The Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group gathers together  
the first Monday of 
each month.  Next 
gathering will be    
Monday,  
September 4, at 
9am at Vancostas on 
Warwick Blvd.  
 

Shekinah* Glory Prayer Group 
The prayers of the righteous man are powerful and effective.        
                                                                              James 5:16  
You can participate in the following ways: 
1. Come to the Sanctuary @ 9am on Mon. and 9:30am on , 

Tues and Thurs. for community time of prayer. 
2. Join Zoom daily for Daily Prayer time at 1pm. During   
       the week days this is led by one of the pastors and on   
       the weekend it is led by Linda McLawhorn  
3.    Pray on your own daily with materials. 
4.    Ask someone to be your prayer partner. 

 

Prayer points include our leaders—national, state and  
local; our school system; our church—pastors, leadership 
team, Sunday School teachers, ministers, missions - Upward 
Basketball and Cheerleading, Meals on Monday, Community 
Dinner, PORT, youth and children's’ ministry programs, shut
-ins - and any personal prayer requests.   

 

*The Glory of the Divine presence 


