
Warwick  

Weekly 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message is based on JOY 

 

A COMMITMENT TO CONTENTMENT  
 
The book of Isaiah tells us that we were made with a purpose - for God’s glory!  
 
Discontentment begins when we put ourselves at the center of the universe and  
remove God. It’s a big view of “me” and a microscopic view of God. On the other 
hand, Christian joy is independent of all things on earth because it has its source in 
the continual presence of Christ—not on temporary things or circumstances. 
 
No matter what your circumstance this holiday season, you can recover your joy - 
but we need a commitment to contentment. Contentment is a disposition of the heart 
that freely and joyfully submits to God’s will, whatever that will may be. It’s easy to 
submit when God’s will involves large amounts of cash, perfect health, exotic  
vacations, or unlimited vanilla chai lattes. But a commitment to contentment  
embraces both prosperity and pain as from the hand of God. 
 
So, if you have lost your “joy”, here are four practical tips you can use right now to 
start recovering your joy: 
1. Ignore the lies of pursuing happiness. 

2. Live with a “Jesus is enough” mentality. 

3. Count your blessings (really, write them down). 

4. Focus on helping others who are even less fortunate than you. 
 
May you have a blessed and joyful holiday season. 
 
Adapted from theologymix.com 

 
Prayer 
God above, do good and avoid evil is so easy to say, yet so hard to put into  
practice. Be with us in each and every moment of each and every day so that  
we remain blameless and worthy of your coming. Help us, Lord, not to dampen 
the joy of others. Remind us this week to rejoice always and to pray without  
ceasing. Amen.  
 

December 11 - Today 
8am Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC) 
9am Worship Lampstand 
10am Craft Sale (Rm 18) 
10:15am Sunday School Classes 
10:15am Facebook Service 
11:15am Worship Sanctuary 
6pm Children/Youth Fellowship 
8pm AA Mtg (Rm 20) 
 

Monday, December 12 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)  
9am Shekinah Prayer Time  
9am Meals on Monday Prep 
12noon Meals on Monday Serve 
2pm Mary Freeman Circle (Rm 20) 
6pm Special Olympics Mtg (Rm 16) 
6:30pm Boy Scouts (FH) 
7pm Upward (CC) 
7:30pm Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Tuesday, December 13 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
9:30am Shekinah Prayer Time (Sanctuary) 
7pm Upward (CC) 
7pm Men’s Advent Study (Rm 10) 
 

Wednesday, December 14 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
6pm Family Dinner Church 
 

Thursday, December 15 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
9am Shekinah Prayer Time  
12pm Staff Christmas Lunch 
7pm Ministry Core Team Meeting 
 

Friday, December 16 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
Boy Scouts Holiday Campout 
 

Saturday, December 17 
10am Upward Games (CC) 
 

For all event and room reservations  
please email Rodney at 
facility.mamager@wmumc.org.  
 

 

This Week At A Glance . .  



“Community Dinner” and “Meals on  
Monday” 
       * Free Lunch available on Mondays beginning at 12 noon 
until 1pm.  Pick up from Fellowship Hall side of building.  
       * Free Family Dinner every Wednesday night at 6pm now in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Volunteers needed for Meals on Monday (reach out to  
Linda Brooks or Linda McLawhorn) for making/donating  
dessert items for 100 meals and volunteers needed for  
Dinner Church (reach out to Judy Claus at 757-570-4532) for 
help with set up/clean up, cooking, greeting, etc.   
 

We have been awarded some grants to help support both of these 
ministries for 2022 but any additional donations are gratefully 
appreciated, especially for Meals on Monday.  You can mark your 
offering “MoM” or “Dinner Church.”  Please feel free to invite 
anyone to either or both events, all are Welcome—you can use  
the invite cards that are around the church. 
 
Everyone is invited to join us for musical entertainment,  
devotional message, fellowship, 
and communion every Wednesday 
night.  If you are not currently 
able to join us for church on  
Sunday or you miss a Sunday, this 
is a great way to join us during 
the week for worship.  
 

Something good happens every 
week - come and see for yourself 
and bring a friend!   
 

Sunday School Classes 

 

All classes now begin by 10:15am. Children are invited to  
gather in the Celebration Center following worship or meet at 
room 29 for class to start at 10:15am. 

  

To find out more about a class you would like to attend,  
feel free to ask one of our greeters or pastors as you exit  
the service. 

 

Classes are meeting in the following rooms: 
   Covenant Class - FH 
   Family Faith Class - FH 
   Trinity Class - Room 10 
   Wesleyan Class - Room 21 
   Wired Word/Blessed Mess - Room 20* 
   Young Adults - Room 24     
   Children - Room 29 
   Youth - Room 22 
   Carpenters Class - Room 30 
*Wired Word and Blessed Mess are currently combined. 
 

Advent Season Continues with Week 3 
“Joy to the World,” a beloved Christmas classic, recently turned 
300. Hymn poet Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us 
to sing a “new song” – and it is a powerful cosmic performance of 
all creation being renewed and freed. Rather than “joy” being yet 
another word for “happiness,” we will discover that the depths of 
joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of 
justice, and the presence of compassion–all part of the coming of 
Jesus to this world and a message the world still so desperately 
needs. This year’s Advent worship series is brought to us by  
Marcia McPhee and Worship Design Studio. Each week we will 
use a metaphor from nature that has developed as our Christmas 
traditions have developed. These metaphors will help us to pray in 
church and pray at home.  

 

Join us this season as we journey through Advent to Christmas 
Day, Sunday, December 25th. 

 

Our musical performances for Christmas will be today, December 
11th. 9am will be a Hardwick Family Christmas and our 11:15am 
service will be our Sanctuary Choir presenting “The Road to  
Bethlehem, A Journey to the Newborn King” by Lloyd Larson.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve services: 
5pm—Family Communion Service in the Celebration Center 
8:30pm– Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary 
11pm—Candlelight Communion Service in the Sanctuary 
 
We will worship at 11:15am on Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day.  Please invite a friend to join you this Advent season to one or 
all of our worship services.  (The nursery will not be available for 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day or New Years Day services.) 

Thanksgiving/Advent Special Offering 
Since March 2020, Warwick has been supporting the community 
of Agua Zarca in Honduras.  That community has decided that 
after the end this year it no longer needs our financial assistance.  
The community of Agua Salada has been identified to take their 
place next year which happens to be one of the communities that 
Pastor Peggy visited in her last mission trip.  As of 12/4 we had 
raised $1800 for our thanksgiving offering.  We will continue to 
raise funds for our Advent offering so we can be sure to cover at 
least 1 year, maybe 2. $3,250 is needed for 1 year of support to the 
village.     

 

Your contribution will provide the following. 
* Educational support for community leaders and community 

health volunteers 
* Midwife training and support 
* Community lectures and workshops by our Community 

Health Nurse 
* Home visits during community education session 

You can use your Thanksgiving/Advent special offering envelopes 
or you can mark your offering “Advent offering” for it to be used 
for this special offering. 



Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Children and Youth Ministries 
Kerry Blazek, our Youth Director, is working with Sharon  
Ellis, our Children’s Fellowship Coordinator to host a fun 
and exciting time every Sunday for the youth and children 
this school year.  Youth meet in the youth room and  
children meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm. You can  
follow the youth on their Facebook page. 

 

If your child would like to participate in children’s  
fellowship activities (age 2 to 5th grade), please contact 
Sharon Ellis at 757-478-5020.  If your child would like to 
participate in youth ministry activities (grades 6 to 12) 
please contact Kerry Blazek at  757-310-9891.   
 
 

 

Men’s Fraternity Advent Study 
Men's Fraternity will be sponsoring a men's 4 week  
Advent study which began on Tuesday Nov. 29th and the 3  
following Tuesday nights in December. This year they are 
using Andy Stanley's dvd series Who Needs Christmas. The 
hope of this study is to help you "press pause, take a  
deep breath (or dozens of deep breaths), and connect with 
your heavenly Father---really connect with him." 
 
All men are invited to join us in Room 10 at 7 pm to 
8:30pm Dec 13 and 20. Join us for this ADVENTure.  
If you have questions contact Gerry Mingee at 
ggmingee@verizon.net or 757-880-9485.  Welcome to join  
in at any time, even if you missed the first 2 weeks. 

Craft Sale Continues 
Room 18 from 10am to 1pm on Sunday

  

We still have some amazing hand made gifts available 
for purchase.  Everything is displayed in Room 18 and 
will be open for sale on Sunday from 10am to 1pm.  If 
you are still looking for some last minute gifts, feel free 
to stop by this Sunday or next Sunday to pick up a few 
more items.  No cookies were left, we sold them out in 
record time last Saturday—thank you for your support. 
We will report the final numbers next week after every-

thing has been accounted for and added up.  
 

Reminder: If you brought your cookies to the 
church on your own plate or in a container, please 
remember to stop by the Fellowship Hall kitchen to 

pick it up and take it home!   

Senior Fellowship Book Club 
Senior Fellowship Book Club’s next meeting will be January 19, 
2023 at 12 pm at Schlesinger's to review the book, “The Paris  
Library” by Janet Skeslien Charles.  

 

Paris, 1939, a young and ambitious Odile Souchet has it all; her 
handsome police officer beau and a dream job at the American 
Library in Paris.  When the Nazis march into Paris, Odile stands  
to lose everything she holds dear, including her beloved library.   
Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance  
with the best weapons she has: books.  But when the war finally 
ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of  
unspeakable betrayal. 
Montana, 1983, Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure  
in small-town Montana.  Her interest is piqued by her solitary,  
elderly neighbor.  As Lily uncovers more about her neighbor’s 
mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of language, the 
same longings, and the same intense jealously, never suspecting 
that a dark secret from the past connects them.   
This is a powerful novel that explores the consequences of our 
choices and the relationships that make us who we are—family, 
friends, and favorite authors—The Paris Library shows that  
extraordinary heroism can sometimes be found in the quietest  
of places.   

 

Please RSVP to Linda Brooks at 757-880-4622 if you plan to  
attend. 

Watch us on YouTube 
Don’t forget you can watch our  
services on our YouTube channel 
- search for Warwick Memorial 
UMC, Newport News, VA and  
subscribe to our page to be notified 
when a new video is posted. 

mailto:ggmingee@verizon.net


Warwick Memorial  
United Methodist Church 

 

Rev. Esther Naana Agbosu 
Senior Pastor 

PastorEsther@wmumc.org 

703-855-6135 (c) 

 
Rev. Angie Hoen 
Associate Pastor 

PastorAngie@wmumc.org  

757-234-8962 (office) 
 

38 Hoopes Road | Newport News,  
VA 23602 

WMUMC.org  |  757.877.2270  
 

Church Office (Zena): 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

Facility Manager (Rodney): 
Facility.Manager@wmumc.org 

Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 
5pm or go to the pastors’ phone extensions).  If you are going 
to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and hospital 
where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA regulations, 
the hospital will not automatically inform the church of your 
hospitalization.  If you would like some pastoral time with either 
pastor, feel free to reach out to them pastoresther@wmumc.org 
or pastorangie@wmumc.org. 
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:  
Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) 
*Betty Palmer (Hidenwood, apt. 428) * Nancy Setty * Norma 
Coleman * Anne Corliss * Jim Crittenden * Marvin & Pat Hill 
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Jim Cole * Josie 
Cole * Clara Reid * Katie Tanner-Barker * Heather Sreves * 
Sharon Flick * Shirley Myall (Zena’s mom) * Sam Federico, Sr. 
(Sam Federico’s father) * Jay Slocum * Jim Russell * Jeff Cox 
* Page Williams * Carole Stockberger *  Kay Fries * Marion 
Bonacci * Marsha Six * Cheryl Pool * and all those who are 
grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody 
Early, Laura Lomas, Brian Budlove,  

Attendance Numbers (12/4) 

 

9am: 70 
 

11:15am Worship:  60 

 

Online Worship: 86 

 
Sunday School: 71 

 

Dinner Church 12/7: 25 

Church Prayer Requests 
Even though we are back to worshiping together again, we 
know some people are still struggling with getting out.   
We are, however, still committed to staying connected as a 
church. If you have a prayer request and would like one of  
our pastors to call and pray with you, please email   
prayerchain@wmumc.org.  Someone will be in touch as soon 
as possible.  If you would like the prayer put out to our  
membership prayer team, please let us know. 

Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group  
The Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group gathers together  
the first Monday of 
each month.  Next 
gathering will be   
Monday,  
January 2, at 9am 
at iHop on Warwick 
Blvd.  
 

Shekinah* Glory Prayer Group 
The prayers of the righteous man are powerful and effective.        
                                                                              James 5:16  
You can participate in the following ways: 
1. Come to the Sanctuary @ 9am on Mon., Tues. and 

Thurs. for community time of prayer. 
2. Join Zoom daily for Daily Prayer time at 1pm. During   
       the week days this is led by one of the pastors and on   
       the weekend it is led by Linda McLawhorn  
3.    Pray on your own daily with materials. 
4.    Ask someone to be your prayer partner. 

 

Prayer points include our leaders—national, state and  
local; our school system; our church—pastors, leadership 
team, Sunday School teachers, ministers, missions - Upward 
Basketball and Cheerleading, Meals on Monday, Community 
Dinner, PORT, youth and children's’ ministry programs, shut
-ins - and any personal prayer requests.   

 

*The Glory of the Divine presence 

Daily Zoom Prayer Time 
Monday to Friday join one of our pastors 
on Zoom at 1pm. Saturday and Sunday, 
Linda McLawhorn will facilitate the 
prayer time. https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/312786077 Meeting ID 312 786 077  


