Warwick
Weekly
Sunday, October 9, 2022
18th Sunday After Pentecost

CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

This Week At A Glance . .
October 9 - Today

8am Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
9am Worship Lampstand
10:15am Sunday School Classes
10:15am Facebook Service
11:15am Worship Sanctuary
1pm Rise Against Hunger
6pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
6pm Children/Youth Ministries

Monday, October 10

Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
9am Shekinah Prayer Time
9am Meals on Monday Prep
12noon Meals on Monday Serve
2pm Mary Freeman Circle (Rm 20)
2pm Pastor Meet & Greet (Library)
6:30pm Boy Scouts (FH)
6:30pm Special Olympics Mtg (Rm 16)
7:30pm Choir Practice (Choir Room)

Tuesday, October 11

Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
9:30am Shekinah Prayer Time (Sanctuary)
9:30am Craft Day (FH)
3pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Pastor Meet & Greet (Library)

Wednesday, October 12

Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
6pm Dinner Church (FH)

Thursday, October 13

Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
9am Shekinah Prayer Time (Sanctuary)
3pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Trustee Team Mtg (Library)

Friday, October 14

Meals on Wheels (pick up location)

Saturday, October 15

2pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
For all event and room reservations
please email Rodney at
facility.mamager@wmumc.org.

This week’s message is based on Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. . . .
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:4–5, 7)

If that was true for God’s exiles in Babylon, it would seem to be even more true for
Christian exiles in this very “Babylon-like” world. What, then, shall we do?
We should do the ordinary things that need to be done: build houses; live in them; plant
gardens. This does not contaminate you if you do it all for the real King and not just for
eye service as men-pleasers.
Seek the welfare of the place where God has sent you. Think of yourself as sent there
by God for his glory. Because you are. Pray to the Lord on behalf of your city. Ask for
great and good things to happen for the city. Ask that they happen by God’s power and
for his glory. Never lose sight of the ultimate good that the city needs a thousand times
more than it needs material prosperity. Christians care about all suffering — especially
eternal suffering. That’s the greatest danger every city faces.
But neither God nor his people are indifferent to the health and safety and prosperity
and freedom of the city. We all want these things, and Jesus said, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). In fact, the Lord says in Jeremiah that loving
your city is a way of loving yourself: “In its welfare you will find your welfare.”
This does not mean we give up our exile orientation. Peter says that Christians are
“sojourners and exiles” (1 Peter 2:11) and Paul says “our citizenship is in heaven”
(Philippians 3:20). In fact, we will do most good for this world by keeping a steadfast
freedom from its beguiling attractions. We will serve our city best by getting our values
from “the city that is to come” (Hebrews 13:14). We will do our city most good by
calling as many of its citizens as we can to be citizens of “the Jerusalem above”
(Galatians 4:26).
So, let’s live — let’s do so much good (1 Peter 2:12) — that the natives will want to
meet our King.
Adapted from https://desiringgod.org/articles

Thank you for joining us for worship today. We invite you to join us for fellowship
following the reception in the Gathering Area (after 9am) or the Fellowship Hall (after
11:15am.) If you are a visitor today, please pick up one of our visitor packs and a water
bottle, please complete the visitor card and leave it for us so we can get to know you
more. Please return at 1pm to help with our Rise Against Hunger meal packaging
mission event. See page 3 for full details.

“Community Dinner” and “Meals on
Monday”

* Free Lunch available on Mondays beginning at 12 noon
until 1pm. Pick up from Fellowship Hall side of building.
* Free Family Dinner every Wednesday night at 6pm now in
the Fellowship Hall.
Volunteers needed for Meals on Monday (reach out to
Linda Brooks or Linda McLawhorn) for making/donating
dessert items for 100 meals and volunteers needed for
Dinner Church (reach out to Judy Claus at 757-570-4532) for
help with set up/clean up, cooking, greeting, etc. We are also
looking for volunteers to put up the Meals on Monday banner and
set out the yard signs between 9:30am and 10am and to bring
them all back in around 1pm. Please contact Tim Claus at 757570-0731 or tjclauscw4@gmail.com.
We have been awarded some grants to help support both of these
ministries for 2022 but any additional donations are gratefully
appreciated, especially for Meals on Monday. You can mark your
offering “MoM” or “Dinner Church.” Please feel free to invite
anyone to either or both events, all are Welcome—you can use the
invite cards that are around the church.
Everyone is invited to join us for
musical entertainment, devotional
message, fellowship, and communion
every Wednesday night. If you are not
currently able to join us for church on
Sunday, this is a great way to join us
during the week for worship.
Something good happens every week come and see for yourself and bring a
friend!

Sunday School Classes
All classes now begin by 10:15am. Children are invited to
gather in the Celebration Center following worship or meet at
room 29 for class to start at 10:15am.
To find out more about a class you would like to attend,
feel free to ask one of our greeters or pastors as you exit
the service.
Classes are meeting in the following rooms:
Covenant Class - FH
Family Faith Class - FH
Trinity Class - Room 10
Wesleyan Class - Room 21
Wired Word/Blessed Mess - Room 20*
Young Adults - Room 24
Children - Room 29
Youth - Room 22
Carpenters Class - Room 30
*Wired Word and Blessed Mess are currently combined.

“Meet and Greet” with Pastor Esther
The Warwick Memorial Church family will
have the opportunity to get better acquainted
with Pastor Ester at small group get-togethers
that are being planning.

Our members volunteering to be hosts will
provide dessert and drinks if held in their home
or at church or Dutch treat if held at a
restaurant.
Sign-up sheets are available in the Gathering
Area outside the Celebration Center and the
Narthex during worship services or in the
office during the week.
Upcoming dates this week::
•
•

Monday, October 10 at 2pm hosted by Judy
Claus in the church library.
Tuesday, October 11 at 7pm hosted by
Linda McLawhorn in the church library.

At least one additional date is being planned
for later in October and will be posted soon.

Senior Fellowship Book Club
Children & Youth
Fellowship Groups

Children and Youth Ministries

Kerry Blazek, our Youth Director, is working with Sharon
Ellis, our Children’s Fellowship Coordinator to host a fun
and exiting time every Sunday for the youth and children
this school year. Youth meet in the youth room and
children meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm. You can
follow the youth on their Facebook page.
If your child would like to participate in children’s fellowship activities (age 2 to 5th grade), please contact Sharon
Ellis at 757-478-5020. If your child would like to participate in youth ministry activities (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek at 757-310-9891.
Both Youth Ministry and Children’s Fellowship Sunday
evening programs are up and running on Sunday
Evenings beginning at 6pm.

Next book: Then She was Gone by Lisa Jewell
Date and time: October 20th, 12:30
Location: Schlesinger's at Port Warwick
RSVP: Linda Brooks, 757-880-4622

Ellie was the perfect daughter. She was fifteen, the youngest
of three. Beloved by her parents, friends, and teachers. Ellie
was days away from a post-exam summer vacation, with her
whole life ahead of her. And then she was gone. Now, 10 years
later, her mother, Laurel, is trying to put her life back together.
It’s been seven years since her marriage ended, and only
months since the last clue in Ellie’s case was unearthed. So
when she meets a charming man in a
café, no one is more surprised than
Laurel at how quickly their flirtation
develops into something deeper. Before
she knows it, she’s meeting his
daughters—and his youngest, Poppy,
takes Laurel’s breath away. Looking at
Poppy is like looking at Ellie. And now,
the unanswered questions she’s tried
so hard to put to rest begin to haunt
Laurel anew. Where did Ellie go? Did
she really run away from home or was
there a more sinister reason for her
disappearance? Who is this new man,
really? And why does his daughter
remind Laurel of her own missing daughter?

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event
TODAY
Special Called Cleaning Kit Collection

We have been asked by the Conference to help with
replenishing the stock of the UMCOR cleaning/flood
buckets. Due to the recent severe floodings across the
country, and now a major hurricane leaving a trail of havoc
in it’s path, the stockpile is being depleted. They are asking
churches to once again step up. The goal is 2 completed
buckets per church which would give them 1 more bucket
collected than the last time they requested a special
collection. The last time we stepped up to collect buckets,
we collected nearly 100 full buckets. Our circle ladies are
taking the lead and have already put together 2 full buckets.
However, we would like to do more! If you would like to
donate some items or funds to help purchase items, please
reach out to Leah Lively. You can drop donations into the
offering plate marked "UMCOR Flood Bucket" Our plan is
to deliver them to the district drop off location by October
20th. You can visit https://vaumc.org/2022cleaningkit/
to learn more about the kits and this special collection.

We have scheduled another RAH meal packaging event
For TODAY - Sunday, October 9th from 1pm to 3pm.
Many hands will be needed as we package another 10,000
meals. If you have not signed up, you can still sign up on
line through our Facebook event page - https://
www.facebook.com/events/876610799984627 or just
show up at 1pm. We need at least 75 volunteers to help
with the entire event, from set up beginning right after the
9am service, through clean up following the event, so
please come and help with this very important mission
event.
Thanks to all
your help, this
event is fully
funded but we
are accepting
donations to
prepare us for the
next event to be
scheduled in
2023.

Church Prayer Requests

Even though we are back to worshiping together again, we
know some people are still struggling with getting out.
We are, however, still committed to staying connected as a
church. If you have a prayer request and would like one of
our pastors to call and pray with you, please email
prayerchain@wmumc.org. Someone will be in touch as soon
as possible. If you would like the prayer put out to our
membership prayer team, please let us know.

Shekinah* Glory Prayer Group

The prayers of the righteous man are powerful and effective.
James 5:16
You can participate in the following ways:
1. Come to the Sanctuary @ 9am on Mon., Tues. and
Thurs. for community time of prayer.
2. Join Zoom daily for Daily Prayer time at 1pm. During
the week days this is led by one of the pastors and on
the weekend it is led by Linda McLawhorn
3. Pray on your own daily with materials.
4. Ask someone to be your prayer partner.
Prayer points include our leaders—national, state and
local; our school system; our church—pastors, leadership
team, Sunday School teachers, ministers, missions - Meals
on Monday, Community Dinner, PORT, Upward Basketball,
youth and children's’ ministry programs, shut-ins - and
any personal prayer requests.
*The Glory of the Divine presence

Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group

The Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group gathers together
the first Monday of
each month. Next
gathering will be
Monday, November 7, at 9am at
iHop on Warwick
Blvd.

Attendance Numbers (10/2)
9am: 63
11:15am Worship: 56
Online Worship: 82

Sunday School: 74
Dinner Church 10/5: 22

Thank You

I would like to thank everyone who sent
prayers, cards, calls and special gestures
of caring during the time following my
surgery. It truly helped me make it
through the painful days. Being part of a
church family is certainly a saving grace.
Sincerely in Christ, Carole Stockberger

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill,
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent
situation, please call the church office at 877-2270 (9am to
5pm or go to the pastors phone extensions). If you are going
to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and hospital
where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA regulations,
the hospital will not automatically inform the church of your
hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:
Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood)
*Betty Palmer (Hidenwood, apt. 428) * Nancy Setty * Norma
Coleman * Anne Corliss * Jim Crittenden * Marvin & Pat Hill
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Jim Cole * Josie
Cole * Clara Reid * Katie Tanner-Barker * Heather Sreves *
Sharon Flick * Shirley Myall (Zena’s mom) * Sam Federico, Sr.
(Sam Federico’s father) * Jay Slocum * Jim Russell * Jeff Cox
* Tim Claus * Page Williams * Carole Stockberger * Ken
Bradley * Leta Shannon * the family of Mike Shelor * all those
who are grieving or sick.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody
Early, Laura Lomas, Brian Budlove, Lance Sczesny (Coast
Guard)
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Daily Zoom Prayer Time

Monday to Friday join one of our pastors
on Zoom at 1pm. Saturday and Sunday,
Linda McLawhorn will facilitate the
prayer time.https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/312786077 Meeting ID 312 786 077

Honduras Medical Mission Team Needs More Members
Medical and non-medical folks are needed to complete a "Friends of Barnabas" team going to Honduras.
We are scheduled for April 22-29, 2023. Prayerfully consider becoming a member of this group,
sponsored by Main Street UMC in Suffolk and Warwick Memorial UMC, as it provides medical/dental/eye
care to five mountain villages. God may be calling you to this very mission. The experience is both
rewarding and life changing.
Since 2022, Mountain Medical Teams (MMTs) include the following changes:
• Smaller team sizes (the maximum number of travelers per team is 12)
• COVID Vaccination, Testing and Personal Protection Equipment
* A complete covid vaccination is required of every traveler.
* A negative covid test (paid by missioner) is required 72 hours before traveling to
Honduras and before returning to the US.
* While in the communities, team members are required to wear a mask.
• Changes to Clinics
* Clinic flow has changed significantly. More triage is done at patient intake by our
Honduran nurses, and patients are either be directed to a Well Clinic (where they receive
a prepackaged set of basic Over The Counter medications and education) or a Sick Clinic
(to be seen by an advanced practitioner).
* Electronic Medical Records (EMR): Each medical station and clinic area has an iPad
with the EMR program.
• Saturday to Saturday - teams now leave Honduras on the Saturday following clinics.
If unable to go, you may help by making a donation towards medical supply costs or a scholarship
to enable someone else to join the team. Your contributions made out to Warwick Memorial UMC with
"Honduras" on the memo line will be greatly appreciated along with your prayers.
For more information or to volunteer, please contact co-leader Carlos Liceaga at 757-768-2223 or
Carlos.Liceaga@gmail.com.

