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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message 
Holy Vessels: A Season of Recovery 
Week 6: Holy, Integrated Health - Matthew 9:1-8 

 

This week, we look at a passage in the Gospel of Matthew that features a 
couple of important "firsts". 

 

For one thing, it's the first passage in Matthew's gospel in which we find 
opposition expressed to our Savior's earthly ministry. This morning's story 
introduces us to the first little hint of the conflict that Jesus experienced 
with the teachers and religious leaders of the day - a conflict that developed 
over the claims that He made about Himself, and because of the impact He 
was having on people's lives. In Matthew's gospel, this opposition will  
continue to grow from this point on; and will eventually culminate in His 
crucifixion. 

 

But the specific cause of the opposition in this week's story leads us to  
another of its "firsts" - a very wonderful first, in fact. This week's passage 
introduces us to the first time in Matthew's gospel in which our Savior  
actually "forgave" the sins of a specific individual. Jesus came to this earth 
to die for us on the cross, and - through the shedding of His blood - bring 
about the forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7); but here, 
we read of the first time that He actually, personally, "forgives" a sinner! 
What a wonderful "first" that is! 

 

But the main thing that this morning's passage teaches us is that this Jesus - 
who stirred up so much controversy by His claims about Himself - proves 
Himself to be the Son of God. And as the Son of God, He possesses the 
divine authority to forgive sins that are committed against God. 

 

Stop and think about what it would be like if you had the authority to 
'forgive' the debts of anyone who came to you. Everyone wants to have 
their debts forgiven. Just think of what it would be like if you had it in your 
power to forgive their car loan, or their credit card debts, or their business 
loans, or their medical bills, or even their mortgage. Wouldn't you be very 
popular? Join us with Pastor Peggy this week to learn more about this 
week’s scripture. 
 

Prayer: 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard my heart 
and mind in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

Adapted from “To Forgive, Devine” from Bethany Bible Church 

Upcoming Events: 

Drive-in Family Movie Night 
Friday, May 21st at 7:30pm in the church parking lot by 
the Celebration Center.  Bring your snacks, chairs and 
blankets and join us for a fun movie night.  We will be 
following all social distance rules, each family will have 
their own spots.  Please contact Kerry Blazek at  
kerryblazek@gmail.com or Sharon Ellis at 
cutygrgal@cox.net to reserve your family spot or  
complete the online link on our Facebook event.   
Additional children and family events will be scheduled 
soon. 

Farewell Event for Pastor Peggy 
Pastor Peggy's last Sunday to worship with us and bring 
the message will be June 6th. We are planning a little 
event to give you the opportunity to physically wish her 
well on the next journey of her life. We have scheduled 2 
events in the Sanctuary on June 6th, one at 10am and 
another at 10:30am to allow for 50 people in the space at 
one time. Please register your planned attendance by 
emailing Zena at warwick.memorial@wmumc.org to let 
us know which time you will attend. In lieu of gifts, we 
ask that donations be made to our Honduras Village  
ministry, through Friends of Barnabas, a mission  
program that is dear and near to Pastor Peggy's heart. 
You can drop off your monetary gifts to the church 
marked "Pastor Peggy Gift" and they will be allocated to 
the Honduras Village support account. 

mailto:warwick.memorial@wmumc.org


Holy Vessels–Post Easter Sermon Series  

 

Each of us is created as a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last year that has shattered our sense of wholeness - body, 
mind and spirit - like a glass vessel fractured into pieces.  In this post Easter “season of 
recovery” we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of divine solidarity with 
human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey toward making something 
beautiful from that which is seemingly broken. Follow us for the next 2 weeks as we 
wrap up this series. 

 

Don’t forget, you can catch the replays of our services on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.WarwickMemorialUMC.org or on our YouTube channel—look for 
https://tinyurl.com/172nq2sb  or search for Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church.  

 

Children’s Storybook Time 

Every Sunday at 10am, one of our church members 
reads the next chapter in the book “The Jesus  
Storybook Bible.” We play this on our Facebook page 
and we hope you will help your little one follow along.  
If you are still in need of the book and the following 
along activity materials, please contact the church  
office at 877-2270 or contact Gloria Mingee at  
gloria@nameyourverse.com. 

WMUMC Endowment Grant Program  
Active members of Warwick Memorial are eligible for an Endowment Grant for church related training, outreach activities, or  
ministry activities.  All requests must support the mission and vision of Warwick Memorial.  The scholarships mentioned below 
generally are not meant to completely pay for training or a mission trip, but rather to fill in the gap between the funds the person 
can personally come up with and what the total training/trip will cost them.  
 

Church Related Training - The purpose of this element is to provide scholarship assistance for attending church related training, 
or to study for the ministry.  

 

Outreach Element – The purpose of this element is to provide funding to organize, develop, strengthen, or participate in future 
outreach activities.  An outreach activity is one that results in someone getting helped directly in some way, such as physically  
or spiritually, within a reasonable amount of time. Although existing outreach activities will be eligible for these funds, priority will 
be given to “innovative” activities that introduce new or changed methods or areas of church outreach, program or study.  
Therefore, requests should be for outreach activities that are not normally funded through the annual operating budget of the 
church. Scholarship assistance to participate in outreach activities is also available under the conditions described in the opening 
paragraph.  

 

Ministry Element - The purpose of this element is to provide funding to strengthen or expand existing ministries or to initiate new 
ministries. Ministries include, but are not limited to, preaching, teaching, music, health, activities for children, youth or adults,  
education, worship, etc. Requests for new ministry funding should be for ministry activities that are not normally funded through 
the annual operating budget of the church. 

 

For more details about this program and the application process, please call or text Henry Bennett at 757-871-2074 or send  
e-mail to jhbenn3940@gmail.com. 
 

2022 Honduras Medical Mission Team  
Needs More Members 
Medical and non-medical folks are needed to complete a 
"Friends of Barnabas" team going to Honduras.  We are  
tentatively scheduled for February 12-19, 2022.  Prayerfully 
consider becoming a member of this group, sponsored by 
Main Street UMC in Suffolk and Warwick Memorial 
UMC, as it provides medical/dental/eye care to five mountain 
villages.  God may be calling you to this very mission.  The 
experience is both rewarding and life changing. 
There will be some changes for the Mountain Medical Teams 
(MMTs) including: 

• Smaller team sizes (the maximum number of travelers per 
team will be 12) 

• COVID Vaccination, Testing and Personal Protection 
Equipment 

• Changes to Clinics 

• Saturday to Saturday - our teams will leave Honduras on 
the Saturday following clinics. 

• A scouting team will go at the end of the year to test out 
all of the new procedures, and Patti Wagner, RN, the Medical 
Coordinator, will also travel with the first team of 2022 to help 
get the teams started. 
 
For more information or to volunteer, please contact co-leader 
Carlos Liceaga at Carlos.Liceaga@gmail.com.or 757-768-
2223. 



Our children and youth programs are a little different 
this year.  The youth are continuing to meet on Sunday 
nights via Zoom at 7:30pm.  Kerry has some fun things 
planned for them this year, even though they cannot 
meet in person.  If you or your child would like to  
participate (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek 
at 310-9891. You can read the current youth newsletter 
here - https://mailchi.mp/1f42df0520c7/wmumc-youth-
new-year-news 
 
 

Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is  
currently on hold.  We hope the children (age 2 to 5th 
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible  
Stories on Facebook every Sunday.  Children’s  
Ministry and Youth Ministry are working on some 
summer outreach events - first will be movie night on 
May 21st - see page 1 for more information.   
 
When we can return to full in-person worship and in-
person Sunday School, we have lots of new things being 
planned, including a decorated hallway just for the  
children.  Follow us on Facebook to keep up with the 
plans. 

Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Daily Fellowship & Prayer Time at 1pm  
 

We miss you! We want to stay connected with you!   
During this trying time, we need to remember who our  
anchor is and that a church isn't just a building, it's the  
people.   

 

Here at Warwick Memorial, we are a body of believers 
who want every person to know God, find community 
and serve people. In order to continue to do that, we have 
provided you with the opportunity to come together daily 
to share concerns, share prayer requests, chat for a few 
minutes and have a moment of prayer and quiet time 
with God. 

 

All are invited. On the weekdays the session will be led  
by Pastor Judy or Pastor Peggy and on the weekends by 
Linda McLawhorn. 

 

This is a time to come together via the internet or by 
phone. Follow this link (or enter into your computer,  
tablet or phone - https://zoom.us/j/312786077 to go to the 
meeting at 1pm daily.  

 

If you would rather join by phone, please call 1-253-215-
8782 and enter meeting ID 312 786 077 when prompted.  
Either way, please join us!  
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and  
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  
       - Acts 2:42 

Sunday School Classes 
We are continuing with four Sunday School classes  
that meet on Sundays via Zoom: 
Wesleyan Class, Henry Bennett at 9:45am 
Family Faith Class at 10am 
Wired Word Class, Pastor Peggy at 11:30am  
Covenant Class, Jim Rogers at 10am.   
Our Middle/High School youth meet immediately  
following our online worship service, also via Zoom,  
and are following the lesson schedule that the children  
are using with Jesus Storybook Time. If you are  
interested in participating in the classes, feel free to  
contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at 
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for  
the class Zoom links to join each class. These classes  
will continue until we can safely return to in-person  
classes. 

Wednesday Morning Bible  
We are currently studying the book The Way Walking 
in the Footsteps of Jesus by Adam Hamilton.   
If you do not already have this book, copies are  
available to borrow from the church library—please 
sign the book out on the sheet next to the books.  We 
meet at 10:30am every Wednesday morning, open to 
all who would like to join in at any time. (Zoom link 
is in the Friday email message.) 
 

Tuesday Night Book Chat  
We have started a new Tuesday night book chat.  We 
meet again on May 25th, at 6:30pm.  We are currently 
reading and discussing the book An Indigenous  
Peoples' History of the United States by Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz.  The book is available on Amazon, but 
we do not have any at the church.  (The Zoom link 
will be in the Friday email messages.) 

In-Person Worship 
Each week for in-person worship, you are encouraged 
to pre-register, you can call 877-2270 or email  
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org.  

 

Each Sunday, we will have in-person worship at 8am 
in the Sanctuary, and on-line worship at 9am.  Please 
be patient with us while we work through creating our 
new “normal.”  We have many wonderful things 
planned for the coming months as well as changes 
inside the facility with the continued upgrades to the 
Celebration Center sound and lighting equipment.   
 

It truly is a new beginning here at Warwick Memorial 
and we hope you will join us for the journey as we 
work towards being together again. 
 

 
Virtual Bible and 

Book Studies 

https://zoom.us/j/312786077?fbclid=IwAR1VD4L-ymUaNO1VPY0NVMYle0zWdGXiDcnztLOcyclDMIxggmnVE6da2P0
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warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 
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facility@wmumc.org 

Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611  
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm).  If you are 
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and 
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the 
church of your hospitalization.  
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:   
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center) * Kay Fippinger 
(Edgeworth Assisted Living) * Gordan Chan (The 
Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) * Beverly 
Mayeaux * Nancy Setty * Norma Coleman * Anne Corliss * 
Shirley Crittenden * Millie Shelor * Christina Tanner (Jim and 
Carol Beran’s daughter) * Jim Beran * Marvin & Pat Hill 
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Russel Rhoads 
(son of Mel & Joyce Rhoads) * Jim Cole * Amy Cummings * 
Virginia Taylor * Nolan Reid * Clara Reid * Jim Raper * Alan 
Custer * Julie DelSanto * Cindy Skaggs * Katie Tanner-
Barker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter) * Gail Slocum * 
Lamar Williams * Linda Henderson * Jason Vincelette * Jane 
Shaffer *  Garekai Johnston * Tamara Fay * Ruby Hambleton, 
all those who are grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody 
Early, Laura Lomas, David Morales 

Last Week’s  
Attendance  
Numbers:   

 

8am In-Person Worship: 22 

 

Online Worship 5/9: 284 

 

Sunday School: 51 
 

 

Weekly Prayer 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, 
and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way 

that leads to eternal glory; through Jesus….Amen.  
 

 
Church Prayer Requests 

During our current situation with Covid-19, we are  
committed to staying connected as a church. If you 
have a prayer request and would like one of our  
pastors to call and pray with you, please email   
prayerchain@wmumc.org.  Someone will be in touch 
as soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put  
out to our membership prayer team, please let us know. 

 

“Meals on Monday”  
We are now serving an average of 85 meals each Monday 
and building relationships with people around our local 
community. We would like to thank everyone who has 
helped us to keep this ministry going but we continue to 
need support in order to provide these free home-cooked 
meals each week. We would like to serve our community as 
long as it is needed.  Thank you to our dedicated volunteers 
for making this ministry so successful.  

 

We are always open to additional volunteers, but due to the 
social distancing rules, we can only have a limited number 
of volunteers in the kitchen/fellowship hall, so please  
contact Judy Claus or the church office so we can schedule 
for the day you can help. 

 

If you would like to give to this ministry, please send  
donations to Warwick Memorial with “Meals on Monday” 
on the memo line. At some time in the future, we hope to 
switch this ministry to Dinner Church, and any remaining 
funds at that time will be rolled into that ministry.   


