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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message 

 

Second Sunday After Easter 
Matthew 8:5-13 

 

Last week, we read the scripture about the leper seeking healing. Today it is 
the scripture about a Roman soldier who is concerned because his servant is 
sick. We all long for good days. We want to be healthy. We want good 
homes, great schools, safe streets. We want the freedom to go to the store to 
get what we need. We want to live in communities where people cooperate 
and celebrate and live and let live. We want all of that…and we live in fear 
that, if we have it, someone will take it away, and if we don’t have it, that 
someone is trying to keep it from us. So we get anxious and reactive and 
stressed, even when times are very good.  Then we get sick, or a family 
member gets sick. Something happens, Something changes. Walls fall 
down. We focus in a strange new way and we see things in altogether 
strange, but beautiful, ways. 

 

Have you sat  in the waiting room of an intensive care unit? You have  
probably seen it happen - people who would never have anything to do with 
one another begin to band together. They share their stories and support one 
another. They get coffee and console one another over bad news or  
celebrate signs of hope. They cheer for tears of joy. 

 

A Roman soldier approaches Jesus. A hated, oppressive, Roman soldier. He 
probably didn’t want to be in Israel in the first place any more than a soldier 
today wants to do a tour in Afghanistan. But he’s a soldier. He does what he 
is told to do. Sometimes what he does is cruel and heartless because war is 
hell and few occupied people welcome their occupiers with open arms. But 
then his servant gets sick. 

 

Soldiers generally go into the military with the idea of fighting for their 
country but, under fire and very soon, they are really fighting for one  
another. They become a band of brothers. War does that just as sickness 
does. So the servant really does matter to the Roman soldier and he is  
desperate to find help. Like the leper, he too takes a shot and seeks out  
Jesus. Once again, with no shame, no blame, no judgment, seeing only the 
need of a sick servant and the desperation of a man who cares about another 
man, Jesus responds with healing love. Jesus applauds the soldier’s faith.  
Faith - the great equalizer. Martin Luther said that “we are all beggars at the 
foot of the cross.” Sometimes we need to go to the edge – to a place of  
sickness, to a scene of chaos, to the cross itself – before we will realize that. 
 

In-Person Worship  - currently, each week you 
must pre-register, just call (877-2270) or email 
(warwick.memorial@wmumc.org). Each Sunday, 
we will have in-person worship at 8am in the 
Sanctuary, on-line worship at 9am.  Please be 
patient with us while we work through creating 
our new normal.  We have many wonderful 
things planned for the coming months as well as 
changes inside the facility with the continued  
upgrades to the Celebration Center sound and 
lighting equipment.  The children’s hall will be 
converted to a fun children’s zone and adult 
classrooms are being spruced up.  It truly is a 
new beginning here at Warwick Memorial and 
we hope you will join us for the journey. 
*Please see page 5 for a letter from Pastor Judy. 
——————— 
Prayer: 
Gracious Lord, life is so fragile. Try as we might to 
shield ourselves from that cold hard reality, we know 
we can’t. We find ourselves in places where loved 
ones suffer and strangers become friends and we  
realize that you are present, even in our darkest places. 
Help us trust you – your power, your compassion, 
your healing love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  



Warwick By The Numbers 

 

     Budget Income/Actual Income January to March, 2021 

 

                  Annual Budget  Actual 
                  Income               Income YTD 
Operating Income: 
 Pledged Gifts  $416,620.00    $108,805.99 
 Loose Offering  $     1,000.00   $           0.00 
 Unpledged/Identified Givers  $  55,000.00    $  23,895.63 
 Rental Property  $    8,400.00    $    2,102.50 
 Church usage  $    1,000.00    $           0.00 
 Interest Income  $         50.00    $         15.25 
 Lowe’s Gift to OB   $  27,048.32    $           0.00 
 Endowment Fund   $    8,605.62    $           0.00 
 Other Income  $  29,440.87    $  30,583.87       
 (includes 2020 roll-over 
   & memorial gifts) 
 Lampstand  $    5,400.00    $    1,350.00 
Total Income   $552,564.24    $166,753.24 
                Support to CC AVL Upgrade                         $  87,586.83 
   

                                                  Annual Budget Actual 
    Expense          Expense YTD 
Operating Expenses:   
 Apportionments  $  95,064.00    $  23,297.49 
 Trustees   $132,170.00    $  22,402.66 
 Finance   $    9,508.00    $    1,494.56 
 SPRC   $295,652.81    $  71,301.15 
 Connect   $    6,100.00    $       300.00 
 Evangelize  $    1,500.00    $           0.00 
 Worship   $    5,020.00    $       249.09 
 Serve   $    7,550.00    $           0.00 

Total Operating Expenses  $552,564.81 $119,044.95 
Net Income                        $  47,708.29 

 

       This data was provided by the Finance Committee.   

  

Holy Vessels–Post Easter Sermon Series  

 

Each of us is created as a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last year that has shattered our sense of wholeness - 
body, mind and spirit - like a glass vessel fractured into pieces.  In this post Easter 
“season of recovery” we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of divine 
solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey toward  
making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.  

 

Don’t forget, you can catch the replays of our services on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.WarwickMemorialUMC.org or on our YouTube channel—look for 
https://tinyurl.com/172nq2sb  

 

Children’s Storybook Time 

Every Sunday at 10am, one of our church members reads the 
next chapter in the book “The Jesus Storybook Bible.” We 
play this on our Facebook page and we hope you will help 
your little one follow along.  If you are still in need of the 
book and the following along activity materials, please contact 
the church office at 877-2270 or contact Gloria Mingee at  
gloria@nameyourverse.com. 

Church Re-Opening Plans 
The Healthy Church Team has proposed a schedule for the re-launch of in-person worship services.  We recognize that as 
people are being vaccinated, it becomes safer for us to meet in person while continuing to practice social distancing and 
wearing masks. The number of COVID-19 cases in our local area has been on a downward trajectory for the past two weeks.  
With this information in mind, we have agreed on a multistep process for relaunching in-person worship (dates are subject to 
change depending on new data received by the CDC.)   
 
We will continue to have a 9 am virtual worship service even after we return to in-person worship.  In the beginning, the 
number of people will be limited to 50 for in-person worship and pre-registration will be necessary. Until we reach the point 
when in-person singing is allowed to resume, the in-person worship service will be exactly the same as the virtual service. 
The format will continue to be a blended service, with traditional music from Page Williams and  
contemporary music on video from Kerri Hardwick and the Lampstand band.   
 
The following proposed schedule is subject to change.  The Healthy Church Team will continually monitor the  
situation and make changes as necessary, if there is another outbreak or further suggestions from the CDC.  
 
Current Schedule:   
    8am Blended in-person worship service in the Sanctuary - pre-registration is required each week by contacting the church 
office or on line - https://evc.vaumc.org/open/worshipregistration (We are in York River District)  
*Please see page 5 for a letter from Pastor Judy regarding the 8am worship time. 
    9am Virtual service on Facebook 

Upcoming Virtual Lay Servant Training 
3 part training - May 1st, 8th and 15th 
Lay Servant Training is a leadership development program for 
our laity in the UMC. It can help any one who is interested in 
learning more in their pursuit of being a better leader and  
servant for Christ’s church. These classes can be used as tools 
in discerning God’s call for your personal walk and ministry. 
If you are a Lay Servant, you must attend the ENTIRE course 
in order to receive credit for certification or recertification.  
Recertification is required every three years for both Certified 
Lay Servants and Certified Lay Speakers. Contact Zena at 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org or 877-2270 and the  
information package and registration form can be sent to you.  
These classes will be via Zoom. 



Our children and youth programs are a little different 
this year.  The youth are continuing to meet on Sunday 
nights via Zoom at 7:30pm.  Kerry has some fun things 
planned for them this year, even though they cannot 
meet in person.  If you or your child would like to  
participate (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek 
at 310-9891. You can read the current youth newsletter 
here - https://mailchi.mp/1f42df0520c7/wmumc-youth-
new-year-news 
 
 

Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is  
currently on hold.  We hope the children (age 2 to 5th 
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible  
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up 
something for them that will be interesting and fun.  
We understand parents and children are Zoom’d out at 
this point. We are trying to find fun projects for them 
to participate in.  When we can return to full in-person 
worship and in-person Sunday School, we have lots of 
new things being planned, including a decorated  
hallway just for the children.  Follow us on Facebook  
to keep up with the plans. 

Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Daily Fellowship & Prayer Time at 1pm  
 

We miss you! We want to stay connected with you!   
During this trying time, we need to remember who our  
anchor is and that a church isn't just a building, it's the  
people.   

 

Here at Warwick Memorial, we are a body of believers 
who want every person to know God, find community 
and serve people. In order to continue to do that, we have 
provided you with the opportunity to come together daily 
to share concerns, share prayer requests, chat for a few 
minutes and have a moment of prayer and quiet time 
with God. 

 

All are invited. On the weekdays the session will be led  
by Pastor Judy or Pastor Peggy and on the weekends by 
Linda McLawhorn. 

 

This is a time to come together via the internet or by 
phone. Follow this link (or enter into your computer,  
tablet or phone - https://zoom.us/j/312786077 to go to the 
meeting at 1pm daily.  

 

If you would rather join by phone, please call 1-253-215-
8782 and enter meeting ID 312 786 077 when prompted.  
Either way, please join us!  
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and  
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  
       - Acts 2:42 

Sunday School Classes 
We are continuing with four Sunday School classes  
that meet on Sundays via Zoom: 
Wesleyan Class, Henry Bennett at 9:45am 
Family Faith Class at 10am 
Wired Word Class, Pastor Peggy at 11:30am  
Covenant Class, Jim Rogers at 10am.   
Our Middle/High School youth meet immediately  
following our online worship service, also via Zoom, 
and are following the lesson schedule that the children 
are using with Jesus Storybook Time. If you are  
interested in participating in the classes, feel free to 
contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at 
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for 
the class Zoom links to join each class. These classes 
will continue until we can safely return to in-person 
classes. 

Wednesday Morning Bible  
We will be beginning a new Wednesday morning 
Bible study this week, April 7th, at 10:30am.  We 
will be studying the book The Way Walking in the 
Footsteps of Jesus by Adam Hamilton.  If you do 
not already have this book, copies are available to 
borrow from the church library—please sign the 
book out on the sheet next to the books.   
 
 

Tuesday Night Book Chat  
We will be beginning a new Tuesday night book 
chat on April 27th, at 6:30pm.  We will be discuss-
ing the book An Indigenous Peoples' History of the 
United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz.  The book 
is available on Amazon, we do not have any at the 
church.  Once you have the book, please read the 
introduction and chapter 1 before the first book chat 
on April 27th.  
 
 

Lenten/Easter Offering  
Again this year our Lenten/Easter offering will  
go to help support Heifer International.  We are  
checking now into their matching grant  
opportunities and where the funds would be best 
needed so the offering is open through Sunday, 
April 25th.  After we determine the best use for  
the funds, we will post an update.  Thanks again for 
helping this special international program. 

https://zoom.us/j/312786077?fbclid=IwAR1VD4L-ymUaNO1VPY0NVMYle0zWdGXiDcnztLOcyclDMIxggmnVE6da2P0
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Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611  
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm).  If you are 
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and 
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the 
church of your hospitalization.  
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:   
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center) * Kay Fippinger 
(Edgeworth Assisted Living) * Gordan Chan (The 
Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) * Beverly 
Mayeaux * Nancy Setty * Norma Coleman * Anne Corliss * 
Shirley Crittenden * Millie Shelor * Christina Tanner (Jim and 
Carol Beran’s daughter) * Jim Beran * Marvin & Pat Hill 
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Russel Rhoads 
(son of Mel & Joyce Rhoads) * Jim Cole * Amy Cummings * 
Virginia Taylor * Nolan Reid * Clara Reid * Jim Raper * Alan 
Custer * Julie DelSanto * Cindy Skaggs * Katie Tanner-
Barker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter) * Gail Slocum * 
Lamar Williams * Bonnie James * Linda Henderson * Jason 
Vincelette * Jane Shaffer * Cindy Stevenson * Zach Oman, all 
those who are grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody 
Early, Laura Lomas, David Morales 

Last Week’s Attendance  
Numbers:   

 

8am In-Person Worship: 22 

 

Online Worship 4/11: 298 

 

Sunday School: 62 
 

Weekly Prayer 
Lord, we thank you for your life which you sacrificed 
for us and for your example of humility at work. 
Amen. 
 
Church Prayer Requests 

During our current situation with Covid-19, we are  
committed to staying connected as a church. If you 
have a prayer request and would like one of our  
pastors to call and pray with you, please email   
prayerchain@wmumc.org.  Someone will be in touch 
as soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put  
out to our membership prayer team, please let us 
know. 

 

“Meals on Monday”  
This ministry is continuing to grow.  We are now 
serving between 70 and 85 meals each Monday and 
building relationships with people around our local 
community. We would like to thank everyone who has 
helped us to keep this ministry going but we continue 
to need support in order to provide these free home-
cooked meals each week. We would like to serve our 
community as long as it is needed.  Thank you to our 
dedicated volunteers for making this ministry so  
successful.  

 

We are always open to additional volunteers, but due 
to the social distancing rules, we can only have a  
limited number of volunteers in the kitchen/fellowship 
hall, so please contact Judy Claus or the church office 
so we can schedule for the day you can help. 

 

If you would like to give to this ministry, please send  
donations to Warwick Memorial with “Meals on  
Monday” on the memo line. At some time in the  
future, we hope to switch this ministry to Dinner 
Church, and any remaining funds at that time will be 
rolled into that ministry.   



In-Person Worship - Why at 8am? 
A Message from Pastor Judy 
 
I love it that we, here on the East coast, begin Sunday mornings with praise and thanksgiving that then spreads 
across the United States from one time zone to the next like a blazing fire of love for God. While we, Warwick 
Memorial UMC, may not be the first worship service each Sunday, we help get the blaze ignited that spreads from 
here in the Eastern Time Zone, to Central Time Zone, then to the Mountain Time Zone, then to the Pacific time 
zone, then to the Alaska time zone, and then to the Hawaiian time Zone. When most churches in the eastern United 
States are finishing their services around noon on Sunday, the west coast churches are just getting started and so 
the United States is blanketed with praise for God each Sunday from morning until evening and from coast-to-
coast (and beyond). I am thrilled when I think about the entire nation worshiping and praising God throughout the 
day. 
 
Beginning April 11th, we returned to in-person worship at 8am. I think it is wonderful that we can be some of the 
first people in the United States to lift our hearts in praise and adoration of God. But that is not the only reason 
why we will be holding our Sunday worship services beginning at 8 a.m. I’ve heard some grumblings that people 
think 8am is too early to begin Sunday worship. I’d like to think that there is no better time than early Sunday 
morning to begin to worship God with all our hearts, with all our minds, with all our souls and with all our 
strength. It sets the tone for the rest of the day and the entire week. 
 
Having said that, I’d also like to share with you the plans we have for returning to in-person worship and some  
of the thinking that went into our plans. We considered multiple options for the services and have chosen the 
schedule that will work best given all the considerations. The plan is to begin with an 8 a.m. service in the  
Sanctuary. But eventually we will have an 8 a.m. service in the Sanctuary followed by Sunday school at 9 a.m. 
(tentatively in May/June). At the same time Sunday school is held we will continue our live-stream Sunday  
morning worship. Eventually, that will be followed at 10am by our Lampstand service in the Celebration Center 
(tentatively by September). 
 
One of our primary considerations was ensuring that Sunday school be accessible to everyone who chooses to  
attend. That means that Sunday school needs to be held between services so that those leaving the early worship 
service and those coming to a later service can all participate together. We also realize that people have gotten 
used to online worship and we are reaching beyond our Warwick Memorial family through our virtual services. 
So, holding to the 9am service hour for the virtual service makes sense. As a result, we decided that when we  
return to in-person worship, our virtual service will remain at 9 a.m. Sunday school class members who wish to 
continue to be part of the online worship service will be able to watch the service after it is posted. 
 
Another factor considered was that we did not want to over burden one service with a massive change, while  
another service didn’t change at all. By holding Sunday school at 9am, the first service was bumped just half  
an hour earlier so that worship would be finished in time to begin Sunday school promptly at 9. And Sunday 
school will finish in time to begin the Lampstand service promptly at 10am, an hour later than it was previously 
held. We felt pushing the time for the Lampstand service any later than 10am would be detrimental to the  
long-term viability of that service. 
 
We do not have plans, at this time to return to an 11:15am worship service. We are hopeful that those individuals 
who loved the 11:15am service will find a place in one of the other three services we are offering, either in-person 
at 8am in the Sanctuary, or 10am in the Celebration Center, or online at 9am. 
 
We have been through a year of struggles and I know that many long to go back to things just the way they were. 
But, I am really just thrilled that we are going back and that soon we will be able to gather together in one place to 
worship and praise God. This is a new day, and it's a new beginning, I pray that you will help us celebrate all the 
new things that are coming. 
 
If you would like to reach out to me, feel free to email me at pastorjudy@wmumc.org 

mailto:pastorjudy@wmumc.org

