Sunday, March 21, 2021

Warwick
Weekly
CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

This Week’s Message
Week 5 - Love Like Jesus
Mark 12:28-34

Deep down inside, Jesus knew he was one with God, one with the Spirit,
and one with all Creation. That knowledge allowed him to transcend the
constant negativity that so many of us are saddled with.
Jesus wouldn’t be able to love God or us very well if he was constantly
putting himself down. True love of others doesn’t flow well from selfdenigration. True love of God is almost impossible from a foundation of
self-hate. We believe Jesus was able to love us fully because he didn’t
waste any time hating himself or putting himself down. Nor did he blame
God for the way things were going in his life.

Please register for our Easter 8am drive-in service
by emailing warwick.memorial@wmumc.org or
call 877-2270 and leave a message for Zena
(ext. 120).

“Meals on Monday”

This ministry is continuing to grow. We are now serving
close to 80 meals each Monday. We would like to thank
everyone who has helped us to keep this ministry going
but we need a little more support to continue giving out
home-cooked free meals each week. We do plan to do
this for as long as our neighbors need it. Thank you to
our dedicated volunteers for making this ministry so
successful.
We are always open to additional volunteers, but due to
the social distancing rules, we can only have a limited
number of volunteers, so please contact Judy Claus or the
church office so we can schedule for the day you can
help.
If you would like to give to this ministry, please send
donations to Warwick Memorial with “Meals on
Monday” on the memo line. Once we can switch the
ministry to Dinner Church, any remaining funds will be
rolled into that ministry.

Do you want to love like Jesus? Then it’s time to take the last quantum
leap of faith. To love like Jesus means to love ourselves, and our neighbors,
and God. No one of the three kinds of love can be left out. So how do we
love ourselves? First, notice negative self-talk when it begins. Don’t let it
go unchallenged. Second, surrender it to God. Only a spiritual connection
can adequately counteract that voice. Third, laugh at it. Seriousness
intensifies the voice. Taking it lightly is essential to disarming it.
Though we may never be able to turn off the judging, assessing and
evaluating completely, with conscious practice, we can turn the volume of
negativity way, way down. It’s all about practicing grace with ourselves,
and others. When we practice self-hate, self-neglect, self-abasement, or self
-denigration, we harm and damage ourselves. When we practice self-love,
we increase our ability to love others. As we move into Palm Sunday and
into Easter Sunday, it’s clear that more love—not more negativity—is
what’s needed.
Ready, set, leap!

Prayer:

Loving God of forgiveness, I come before you humbled and sad
in the face of my own repeated failings. I hold out my hands as a petitioner
would, asking for mercy. It is then that I feel you reach out and take my
hand in your loving grasp. Thank you for the love you pour out on me
so lavishly. Help me to follow more closely in the path you have set for me,
the path of your Son. Amen

Upcoming Virtual Lay Servant Training

3 part training - May 1st, 8th and 15th
Lay Servant Training is a leadership development
program for our laity in the UMC. It can help any one
who is interested in learning more in their pursuit of
being a better leader and servant for Christ’s church.
These classes can be used as tools in discerning God’s
call for your personal walk and ministry. If you are a Lay
Servant, you must attend the ENTIRE course in order to
receive credit for certification or recertification.
Recertification is required every three years for both
Certified Lay Servants and Certified Lay Speakers.
Contact Zena at warwick.memorial@wmumc.org or
877-2270 and the information package and registration
form can be sent to you. These classes will be via Zoom.

Children’s Storybook Time

Every Sunday at 10am, one of our church
members reads the next chapter in the book “The
Jesus Storybook Bible.” We play this on our
Facebook page and we hope you will help your little
one follow along. If you are still in need of the book
and the following along activity materials, please
contact the church office at 877-2270 or contact
Gloria Mingee at gloria@nameyourverse.com.

Holy Vessels–Post Easter Sermon Series Begins 4/11
Each of us is created as a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been
through a harrowing time since last year that has shattered our sense of wholeness body, mind and spirit - like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this post Easter
“season of recovery” we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of divine
solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey toward
making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.
However, before we begin our new series on April 11, Easter will bring a special treat
with a drive-in service at 8am in the large parking lot. Please contact the church office
(see front page) to RSVP your attendance. The Easter drive-in service will also be a
communion Service and the communion cups will be provided upon entry to the
parking lot. We will also live stream our service at 9am on Facebook.
You can catch the replays of our services on our Facebook page www.facebook.WarwickMemorialUMC.org or on our YouTube channel—look for https://tinyurl.com/172nq2sb

Holy Week Schedule:

Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7pm Zoom Service with Communion (stop by the church to pick up beginning on Friday 3/26
(no pre-registration for this Zoom service.)
Good Friday, April 2, Drama Performance Video replay on Facebook
Easter Sunday, April 4th 8am Drive-In Service (please register) and 9am Facebook Live Service

Church Re-Launch Plans

The Healthy Church Team has proposed a schedule for the re-launch of in-person worship services. We recognize that
as people are being vaccinated, it becomes safer for us to meet in person while continuing to practice social distancing
and wearing masks. The number of COVID-19 cases in our local area has been on a downward trajectory for the past
two weeks. With this information in mind, we have agreed on a multistep process for relaunching in-person worship
(dates are subject to change depending on on-going data received by the CDC.)
We will continue to have a 9 am virtual worship service even after we return to in-person worship. In the beginning,
the number of people will be limited to 50 for in-person worship and pre-registration may be necessary. Until we reach
the point when in-person singing is allowed to resume, the in-person worship service will be exactly the same as the
virtual service. The format will continue to be a blended service, with traditional music from Page Williams and
contemporary music from Kerri Hardwick and the Lampstand band.
The following proposed schedule is subject to change. The Healthy Church Team will continually monitor the
situation and make changes as necessary, if there is another outbreak or further suggestions from the CDC.
Step 1 – April 4 (Easter)
8am Drive-in worship service (please pre-register for space allowance)
9am Virtual Service on Facebook
Step 2 – Beginning April 11
8am Blended in-person worship service in the Sanctuary - pre-registration is required by contacting the church office
or on line - https://evc.vaumc.org/open/worshipregistration (We are in York River District)
9am Virtual service on Facebook

Directions for Daily Fellowship & Prayer Time
at 1pm Via Zoom
We want to stay connected with you!
During this trying time, we need to remember who our
anchor is and that a church isn't just a building, it's the
people.

Sunday School Classes

We are continuing with four Sunday School classes that
meet on Sundays via Zoom:
Wesleyan Class, Henry Bennett at 9:45am
Family Faith Class at 10am
Wired Word Class, Pastor Peggy at 11:30am
Covenant Class, Jim Rogers at 10am.
Our Middle/High School youth meet immediately
following our online worship service, also via Zoom,
and are following the lesson schedule that the children
are using with Jesus Storybook Time. If you are
interested in participating in the classes, feel free to
contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for
the class Zoom links to join each class. These classes
will continue until we can safely return to in-person
classes.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

We are wrapping up the book “The Top Ten List
for Christians.” This did become our Lenten Bible
Study and is running through the week of Easter.
We will be starting a new book next month, we will
post the updated information here in the next week.
We meet at 10:30am each week.
The Zoom link is provided in the Friday message or
you can email the office at
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org and it will be sent
to you.

Tuesday Evening Book Study

New study will begin on March 30th. Stay tuned
for the book information next week.

Men’s Fraternity Lenten Bible Study

Tuesdays at 7pm (3/9) continuing through Holy
Week, March 30th. We will be using Matt Williams
DVD series “The Last Days of Jesus.” We will
meet via Zoom, link is in the Friday message.
From Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem to His
glorious resurrection, the Last Days of Jesus
provides a fantastic overview of six major events
surrounding Jesus' death and resurrection! Each
session shows key locations such as the Garden of
Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives. Offer
excellent overviews along with historical and
cultural context, this study will deepen your
understanding of key Easter events.

Here at Warwick Memorial, we are a body of believers
who want every person to know God, find community
and serve people. In order to continue to do that, we have
provided you with the opportunity to come together daily
to share concerns, share prayer requests, chat for a few
minutes and have a moment of prayer and quiet time
with God.
All are invited. On the weekdays the session will be led
by Pastor Judy or Pastor Peggy and on the weekends by
Linda McLawhorn.

This is a time to come together via the internet or by
phone. Follow this link (or enter into your computer,
tablet or phone - https://zoom.us/j/312786077 to go to the
meeting at 1pm daily.
If you would rather join by phone, please call 1-253-2158782 and enter meeting ID 312 786 077 when prompted.
Either way, please join us!
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
- Acts 2:42

Children & Youth
Fellowship Groups

Our children and youth programs are a little different
this year. The youth are continuing to meet on Sunday
nights via Zoom at 7:30pm. Kerry has some fun things
planned for them this year, even though they cannot
meet in person. If you or your child would like to
participate (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek
at 310-9891. You can read the current youth newsletter
here - https://mailchi.mp/1f42df0520c7/wmumc-youthnew-year-news
Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is
currently on hold. We hope the children (age 2 to 5th
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up
something for them to participate in. We understand
parents and children are Zoom’d out at this point. We
are trying to find fun projects for them to participate
in, the Virtual Christmas Pageant was one of them. If
you missed the pageant, you can find it on our
Facebook page from Christmas Eve.

Weekly Prayer

Loving Creator of mine,
I feel the pace quicken, the time draw near.
I am filled with joy as I move toward Easter and the promised
reconciliation with you.
Teach me to follow the example of your Son, to be worthy of
being called one of His people: a Christ-ian.
Help me to live each day as He did turning hatred to love and
conflict to peace.
I await the new life with eagerness, faith and a deep gratitude.

Church Prayer Requests
During our current situation with Covid-19, we are
committed to staying connected as a church. If you have a
prayer request and would like one of our pastors to call
and pray with you, please email
prayerchain@wmumc.org. Someone will be in touch as
soon as possible. If you would like the prayer put out to
our membership prayer team, please let us know.

Face Mask Ministry

Our crafty girls are still making facemasks for different
agencies and programs who need them. To date, our ladies have
made close to, if not just more than, 1,600 masks since the
beginning of the pandemic - just under a year, 1600 masks amazing!. If you would like to help with making masks, please
contact Ann Marie Comer or the church office. If you would
like to donate fabric or elastic, you can drop them off to the
church library, or mark a financial gift with “Facemask
ministry” on the memo line of your check or offering envelope.
Those who have been making
masks are doing an amazing job.
You can use your own pattern,
there is no specific style that is
needed. You can drop finished
masks at the church in the
library. There is usually fabric
donations and elastic in the
library if you are in need of some to use.

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill,
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the
church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center) * Kay Fippinger
(Edgeworth Assisted Living) * Gordan Chan (The
Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) * Beverly
Mayeaux * Nancy Setty * Norma Coleman * Anne Corliss *
Shirley Crittenden * Millie Shelor * Christina Tanner (Jim and
Carol Beran’s daughter) * Jim Beran * Marvin & Pat Hill
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Russel Rhoads
(son of Mel & Joyce Rhoads) * Jim Cole * Amy Cummings *
Virginia Taylor * Larry Bevins * Nolan Reid * Jim Raper *
Alan Custer * Julie DelSanto * Cindy Skaggs * Katie TannerBarker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter) * Gail Slocum *
Lamar Williams * Bonnie James * Linda Henderson * Jason
Vincelette * Jane Shaffer * Cindy Stevenson, all those who are
grieving or sick.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody
Early, Laura Lomas, David Morales
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Last Week’s Attendance
Numbers:
Online Worship 3/14: 264
Sunday School: 62

