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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

This Week’s Message

Ash Wednesday Service

We will be doing our Ash Wednesday Service online
via Zoom. We will meet together on February 17th at
7pm via Zoom (Zoom link has been provided in the Friday
email and also on the Facebook event page. If you need it
emailed, please email warwick.memorial@wmumc.org)
There is no pre-registration required, just please plan to
join us. This will be a communion service, so on the
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday prior to the service,
please stop by the church to pick up your communion
elements so you can participate in communion. Of course,
we cannot impose the ashes, but we can do communion
together. If you need a communion cup delivered, please
contact the office.

Face Mask Ministry

Our crafty girls are still making facemasks for
different agencies and programs who need them.
To date, our ladies have made close to, if not just
more than, 1,400 masks since the beginning of the
pandemic. If you would like to help with making
masks, please contact Ann Marie Comer or the church
office. If you would like to
donate fabric or elastic, you
can drop them off to the
church library, or mark a
financial gift with “Facemask
ministry” on the memo line of
your check or offering
envelope. Those who have
been making masks are doing an amazing job. You
can use your own pattern, there is no specific style that
is needed. You can drop finished masks at the church
in the library.

Something grossly overlooked in the creative process is the
place of effortlessness and play. In the story of creation, God
rested. And this was very “good” as well! Staying too focused
on deadlines and how every moment can be “productive” robs
us of an important feature of what it means to be humans made
in the image of God: rhythm. Pushing through is
non-sustainable, and creativity suffers if we constantly labor.
Celebration is necessary along the journey. God’s creativity
is ongoing, so while the story said God was “finished” and then
rested, really it was simply a pause to reflect, to observe, and
to celebrate, and then God continued God’s creative work
among us and with us.

Active and Restful God,
your heart is our heart, your rhythm is our rhythm.
Open us to the place of rest and celebration in the
rhythm of our lives.
Draw us into delight.
Give us the courage to breathe deeply.
Amen.

WMUMC Endowment Fund Status
Report Summary for 2020

All funds are invested with the Virginia United
Methodist Foundation in their Balanced Fund
portfolio. The fund was valued at $265,549.28 at
the end of 2020. This value is $92,361.35 more
than when we started in 2007, even though we have
withdrawn $31,700 for the Endowment Grant
Program and $33,148 to help balance the 2019
Operating Budget. In other words, our initial
investment of $173,187.93 has earned $157,209.35
since its inception in July and August of 2007.
That is an average growth of about 6.7% per year
since inception. Praise be to God for this
increase! No one requested a grant from the
Endowment Grant Program in 2020, so about
$4,500 is available for grants in 2021. The specifics
of the Endowment Grant Program will be published
again soon in the WW. If you have any questions,
please contact Henry Bennett at
jhbenn3940@gmail.com or 757-877-2258.

Covid-19 Vaccination Information

If you are looking for information on how to register
for a vaccine, visit https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/
covid-19-vaccine/ and click on the option that says
“Find Out Which Phase You Are Eligible For.” This
will take you through a series of questions to
answer to see if if you are in the 1a or 1b category.
You can register to be notified when a vaccination
location will be near you and you can make an
appointment for your vaccine. Also, if you are a
Riverside
patient, go into your MyChart website page, and
you can send a message to ask how you can
schedule an appointment for a Covid Vaccine, and
they will reply back with a location and directions
to register. The government is planning to have the
majority of the population vaccinated by the fall,
but the more people who get the vaccination earlier,
the better, so please register today.

Volunteers Needed
We are in need of people to read our weekly children’s time stories—Jesus Story Book
Time. If you are interested in recording yourself reading or having Sharon Ellis come to
record you (can meet at the church to read in the sanctuary) please contact Gloria Mingee at
gloria@nameyourverse.com.

January Sermon Series
Join us weekly for our current sermon series “Drawn In”
God created the heavens and the earth... and called it all good!
- Genesis 31
We spend too much time being “driven” rather than “drawn in.”
We focus on what we “should” do rather than what we feel
excited and compelled to do in our lives, in this world. During
this series, we will connect with our inherent creativity and
nurture this foundational aspect of being human, giving us
renewed energy for passionate work, delightful play, and creative
problem solving to make this world a better place for all.
You can catch the replays of our services on our Facebook page or
on our YouTube channel—look for https://youtu.be/AMuSOKZ6sAA

Sunday School Classes

We are continuing this year with four Sunday School
classes that meet on Sundays via Zoom. The Wesleyan
Class is being guided by Henry Bennett at 9:45am, the
Family Faith Class is at 10am, the Wired Word Class is
being guided by Pastor Peggy at 11:30am and The
Covenant Class is being guided by Jim Rogers on
Sunday mornings at 10am. Our Middle/High School
youth meet immediately following our online worship
service, also via Zoom, and are following the lesson
schedule that the children are using with Jesus
Storybook Time. If you are interested in participating
in the classes, feel free to contact the class guide or
Gerry Mingee at ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text
757-880-9485 for the class Zoom links to join each
class. These classes will

Ongoing Book Studies

Children’s Sunday School Time “The Jesus Storybook Bible—Every Story Whispers His
Name”
We are currently on week 22 our new children’s Sunday
School time. Now that we are in the new year, we will
continue with the readings following our online worship
service, around 10’ish. A pre-recorded video is posted on the
Warwick Memorial Facebook page that features a member of
our congregation reading a story from the book “The Jesus
Storybook Bible - Every Story Whispers His Name.” Since
the videos are posted on Facebook your children can watch
them at a time that is convenient for your family. The videos
will be approximately 5 to 15 minutes. To reinforce the story,
each family is provided with the book, and also a binder and
activity sheets for each child. If you have not received these
and would like to participate along, please contact
Gloria Mingee at Gloria@nameyourverse.com and provide
your home address. A package will be put together for you.
This is for our children ages 2 through 5th grade, but we invite
everyone to watch the storybook time.
If you are interested in reading a story, please contact Gloria
Mingee.

We have two book studies currently in progress:

Wednesday morning Bible Study is discussing the
book “The Top Ten List for Christians.” Books are
still available in the church library if you wish to stop
by and pick one up, anyone is welcome at any time.
We meet at 10:30am each week.
Our Tuesday evening book study group began
reading and discussing “The Black Friend—On Being
a Better White Person” by Fredrick Joseph. You are
invited to purchase a copy of the book from the book
store, Amazon or on your electronic device. First
meeting was 1/19, and next meeting is on February
16th at 6:30pm. This one meets every other week so
feel free to join in.

Called Charge Conference

A Charge Conference has been scheduled
for February 18th, at the beginning of the
Core Team meeting, 7pm. This Charge
Conference is to review and approve the
2021 budget. Everyone is invited to
participate in this meeting, a Zoom link
will be available the Friday prior to the
meeting.

Children & Youth
Fellowship Groups

Our children and youth programs are a little different
this year. The youth are continuing to meet on Sunday
nights via Zoom at 7:30pm. Kerry has some fun things
planned for them this year, even though they cannot
meet in person. If you or your child would like to
participate (grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek
at 310-9891. You can read the current youth newsletter
here - https://mailchi.mp/1f42df0520c7/wmumc-youthnew-year-news
Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is
currently on hold. We hope the children (age 2 to 5th
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up
something for them to participate in. We understand
parents and children are Zoom’d out at this point. We
are trying to find fun projects for them to participate
in, the Virtual Christmas Pageant was one of them. If
you missed the pageant, you can find it on our
Facebook page from Christmas Eve.

Weekly Prayer

Look on us, Jesus, and let all the darkness of our
souls disappear before the beams of your brightness.
Fill us with your holy love, and open to us the
treasures of your wisdom. You know all our desires,
so bring to perfection what you have started, and what
the Holy Spirit has awakened us to ask in prayer. As
we seek your face, turn your face to us and show us
your glory. Then our longing will be satisfied and our
peace will be perfect. Amen.
Church Prayer Requests
During our current situation with Covid-19, we are
committed to staying connected as a church. If you have a
prayer request and would like one of our pastors to call
and pray with you, please email
prayerchain@wmumc.org. Someone will be in touch as
soon as possible. If you would like the prayer put out to
our membership prayer team, please let us know.

Honoring Jim King

On January 8th, 2021, Jim King had been an employee of
Warwick Memorial UMC for 10 years. Jim has helped
this church thrive with his amazing organization skills and
attention to detail. He has been committed to working
with all of us to hold events in the facility with very few
hiccups, and is always focused on
keeping our building up to date
with inspections and repairs, and
much much more. Please feel free
to let Jim know how much you
appreciate all he has done for
us by sending him a note to
facility@wmumc.org or mailing
a card to the church to his
attention.

Thank You Note
Sending heartfelt thanks to our
wonderful church family for all
the prayers, cards, texts and
phone calls during our family’s
Covid illness. Thanks too for
those who brought us food. It
was greatly appreciated. We
love and miss each of you so
much. We would appreciate
continued prayers for Lamar
and his cancer treatments.

With love, Page, Lamar, Ryan,
Emily and Ian

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill,
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the
church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Kay Fippinger
(Edgeworth Assisted Living), Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake),
Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood), Beverly Mayeaux, Nancy Setty,
Lynn Davenport, Norma Coleman, Anne Corliss, Shirley
Crittenden, Millie Shelor, Christina Tanner (Jim and Carol
Beran’s daughter), Jim Beran, Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara
Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law), Russel Rhoads (son of
Mel & Joyce Rhoads), Jim Cole, Amy Cummings, Virginia
Taylor, Larry Bevins, Nolan Reid, Jim Raper, Alan Custer,
Julie DelSanto, Cindy Skaggs, Katie Tanner-Barker (Cindy
and Lee Skaggs’ daughter,) Mason Yeamans, Mickey
Yeamans, Trish Ployd, Gail Slocum, Lamar Williams, John
Neville, Linda Henderson, and all those who are grieving or
sick.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody
Early, Laura Lomas, David Morales, Cpt. Eden Moorehead
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Last Week’s Attendance
Numbers:
Online Worship 1/31: 234
Sunday School: 59

