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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message 
Based on Matthew 1:18-25 

 

So we all know the surprise in this scripture. Back then, you wouldn’t date 
and get engaged and get married like we do today. Your parents would find a 
spouse for you and then you would enter into a binding agreement before  
witnesses that you would marry this person. This would be called betrothal. 
You weren’t married yet, but the only way you could end the betrothal would 
be through divorce.  In this passage we read that Joseph was betrothed to 
Mary. His parents had arranged the marriage. They had already committed to 
get married, probably a year down the road. And now all of a sudden before 
they’re married, Joseph discovers that Mary is pregnant. He’s surprised, to say 
the least. He has a choice - he can marry her as planned and ignore the fact 
that she’s pregnant and that he’s not the father. He can make this a public  
matter, and Mary will be disgraced and maybe even stoned to death. Or, he 
can deal with the matter quietly and divorce her. He chooses to do the last  
until an angel appears to him and stops him in his tracks. 

 

So now you see - Jesus is unexpected. Jesus is not the result of any human 
initiative. Nobody thought Jesus up. God took the initiative completely to 
bring about the birth of Jesus Christ to save his people from their sins. 
Jesus has been surprising people ever since. He was unexpected, and he  
continues to show up unexpectedly in people’s lives even today. We usually 
are not looking for him. He doesn’t even cross our minds. But then, through 
the strangest of circumstances, God takes the initiative and shows up in the 
middle of our lives. If you look hard enough, do you think that Jesus is  
unexpectedly showing up in your life? 

Prayer 
Loving Lord, You loved us so much that you sent your son who lived with us. May 
we love so much that we are present in the lives of those who are in need. Amen.  

December 5- Today 
9:00am Worship Celebration Center 
10am Sunday School Classes 
11:15am Worship Sanctuary 
10am Second Chance Sale 
 

Monday, December 6 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)  
9am Morning Prayer (Sanctuary) 
9:00am Meals on Monday Prep 
12noon Meals on Monday Serve 
7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

Tuesday, December 7 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
9am Morning Prayer (Sanctuary) 
 

Wednesday, December 8 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
10:30am Advent Book Study (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, December 9 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
2pm Afternoon Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7pm Barbara Liddick Circle (FH) 
7pm Trustee Meeting (Zoom) 
 

Friday, December 10 
Meals on Wheels (pick up location) 
 

Saturday, December 11 
1pm Hardwick’s Christmas Concert (CC) 
 

Email  facility@wmumc.org 
for all event/room reservations.  

 

 

This Week At A Glance . .  

 
*2022 Estimate of Giving cards are available in the Narthex and Gathering 
Area welcome tables. If you did not receive one in the mail, please pick one up.  
As of December 1st, we have received 69 pledges for $398,872.  Thank you to 
those who have already turned in their commitment card. 



Daily Fellowship & Prayer Time at 1pm  
 

Even though we have returned to in-person worship, we want  
to stay connected with you!  We need to remember who our  
anchor is and that a church isn't just a building, it's the people.   

 
Here at Warwick Memorial, we are a body of believers who 
want every person to know God, find community and serve  
people. In order to continue to do that, we are continuing to 
provide you with the opportunity to come together daily to 
share concerns, share prayer requests, chat for a few minutes 
and have a moment of prayer and quiet time with God. 

All are invited. On the weekdays the session will be led by  
Pastor Judy or Pastor Angie and on the weekends by Linda 
McLawhorn. 

 

This is a time to come together via the internet or by phone. 
Follow this link (or enter into your computer, tablet or phone - 
https://zoom.us/j/312786077 to go to the meeting at 1pm daily.  

If you would rather join by phone, please call 1-253-215-8782 
and enter meeting ID 312 786 077 when prompted.   
Either way, please join us!  

 

Sunday School Classes 

 

All classes now begin at 10am. Children’s Sunday School 
has returned and the children are invited to gather in the 
Celebration Center following worship or meet at room 29 
for class to start at 10am. 

  

To find out more about a class you would like to attend, 
feel free to ask one of our greeters or pastors as you exit 
the service. 

 

Classes are meeting in the following rooms: 
   Covenant Class - Fellowship Hall (by kitchen) 
   Family Faith Class - Fellowship Hall 11 
   Trinity Class - Room 10 
   Wesleyan Class - Room 21 
   Wired Word/Blessed Mess - Room 20* 
   Young Adults - Room 24     
   Children - Room 29 
   Youth - Room 22 
   Carpenters Class - Room 30 
*Wired Word and Blessed Mess are currently combined. 

Thanksgiving Special Offering 
This year we are collecting funds to help with the items needed for the Afghan  
immigrants who are currently staying at various US military bases.  We have 
the Amazon shopping lists for a couple of US bases and we can purchase 
items that will be shipped directly to the bases. After December 5th, we will 
shop with the funds collected so please submit your Thanksgiving Special 
Offering by today, Sunday, December 5th.   
  

A little explanation of the Afghan immigrants process: the US government  
established “Operation Allies Welcome” to help bring the Afghan immigrants  
to the US.  These immigrants all faced extensive background checks. For 
many of the Special Immigrant Visa recipients, these checks were completed 
before they were evacuated from Afghanistan, for others, the process has continued at the US bases in the US and overseas.   
Immigrants are also undergoing medical exams, including screening and vaccinations for COVID and other communicable  
diseases.  Once immigrants leave these bases, various resettlement agencies, under contract to the State Department, will work  
to settle these newcomers into our communities.  Our shopping will help these immigrants to receive various things they need, 
including hygiene and sanitary items, basic clothing needs, and more.  If you would like to learn more about this process and  
how the United Methodist Church has partnered with “Operation Allies Welcome” you can visit  
https://vaumc.org/resettlementprocess/  
  

PORT 
We will once again be hosting PORT “People Offering Resources 
Together” this year the week of December 15th thru 22nd 2021.   
This is when we will be welcoming the homeless into our church.  
Volunteers are needed for different duties during this week.  If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact the office at  
877-2270 ext. 123 to leave a message for the PORT site  
coordinator Jim King or facility@wmumc.org 

 

Below is where help is needed: 
Set-up before guests arrive Tuesday 14th 9am – 12pm 
Opening check-in Tuesday 21st   6 -9pm 
Cooks to prepare meal for Tuesday 21st by serving time at 7pm  
Dinner kitchen help Tuesday 21st 6-9:30pm 
Breakfast Wednesday 22nd 4 – 6:30am 
Check-out Wednesday 22nd 4 – 6:30am 
Nightly from 10pm to 7am A representative is needed for  
emergency situations related to the facility and to secure the 
church. 
Clean-up - put the church back together after PORT Wednesday 
22nd 9am to noon.  

Giving Tuesday: November 30th 
Supporting THRIVE Peninsula 
We all feel the pinch. The cost of basic necessities like  
groceries and electricity is spiking. Thousands of Peninsula 
families are financially overwhelmed and desperately seeking 
food, funds, and financial tools to make it through. On Giving 
Tuesday we had the opportunity to  HELP and give HOPE  
to our neighbors in need. This year, THRIVE  secured an  
unprecedented $30,000 match that started on Giving Tuesday, 
November 30 and expires once $30,000 is raised or on  
December 31. In order to double your gift and make it count 
towards this match, you must visit www.thrivepeninsula.org 
and click “donate” or mail a check to THRIVE Peninsula, 
memo: “Giving Tuesday”. Gifts will be matched, dollar for  
dollar, until they reach $30,000. Church gifts are not counted 
towards the matching gift which is why it is important to give 
directly to THRIVE for this offering.  Food donations are also 
accepted, but they have access to purchase food at lower prices 
than we can at the grocery store, so this year, the financial gifts 
are more appreciated than the food donations (especially since 
food prices are higher right now!)  However, any food  
donations can be dropped at the church any time. 

https://zoom.us/j/312786077?fbclid=IwAR1VD4L-ymUaNO1VPY0NVMYle0zWdGXiDcnztLOcyclDMIxggmnVE6da2P0
https://vaumc.org/resettlementprocess/
mailto:facility@wmumc.org
http://www.thrivepeninsula.org


Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Wednesday Morning Book Study  
We started a new book study on Wednesday, Dec. 1st, 
“Christmas Gifts That Won't Break” by Jame Moore. This 
year as you light the candles of your Advent wreath, reflect 
on the unbreakable gifts that God has given us: hope, love, 
joy, and peace, and be reminded of God’s greatest gift…a 
baby who leads us through all the days of our lives. Beloved 
teacher James W. Moore explores 
the spirit of Christmas with stories, 
Scriptures, and thoughts that warm 
our hearts throughout the season 
while challenging us to rethink the 
gifts we ask for and give at this 
time. This expanded edition  
includes devotions by Jacob  
Armstrong as well as a fifth chapter 
for use on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.  We will continue 
to meet at 10:30am each Wed. 
morning through Advent.  We are 
open to all who would like to join in 
at any time. (Zoom link is in the  
Friday email message or call the 
church office for the link.) Books are 
available for purchase on Amazon. 

Kerry Blazek, our Youth Director, is working with Sharon  
Ellis, our Children’s Fellowship Coordinator to plan for the 
winter activities. 

 

If your child would like to participate in youth ministry 
(grades 6 to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek at 310-9891.  
If your child would like to participate in children’s  
fellowship (age 2 to 5th grade), please contact Sharon Ellis 
at 478-5020. 

 

Both Youth Ministry and Children’s Fellowship meet  
in-person from 6pm to 7:30pm. If you are interested in  
volunteering with our programs, even just to help monitor 
the children so we are in compliance with our Child  
Protection Policy, please contact Sharon or Kerry.  Even if 
you can help once a month, or once a quarter, they would 
welcome your commitment. No “teaching” is  required, just 
be here to physically help out. We are currently not  
offering a snack supper, so please make sure your kids do 
not come hungry! 

 

As we reopen, things are a little different and we want to 
thank you for your patience during this difficult time.  
Please follow us on Facebook to keep up with all the fun 
new plans as well as any possible changes. Please make 
sure your children are wearing masks when they come into 
the facility.   

 

Thank you. 

Join us on Saturday, December 11th, at 1pm in the  
Celebration Center for a fun filled Hardwick Family 
Christmas Concert. Come and enjoy the sounds of  
Christmas presented to us by our one and only Kerri 
Hardwick and family. 
 
Remember the fun we had last year with the drive-in  
Concert? Well, this year we can be inside! Some come on 
out and celebrate this wonderful time of year with the 
amazing sounds of Kerri Hardwick and family.  Don’t 
forget to invite a friend. 

Senior Fellowship Book Club 
Come join the fun!!! WMUMC book club is for all 50+ folks 
(however, we do not really age discriminate, so if you are not 
yet 50!)  Our book for our December meeting is "The Nanny" 
by Gilly MacMillan.  A gripping psychological thriller for 
readers who loved “The Couple Next Door” and “The Child.” 
Why is she back? And what does she want? Jocelyn was seven 
years old when her beloved nanny disappeared overnight. Her 
parents never told her why. Devastated by the loss and the  
disruption of her safe family enclave, Jocelyn never quite got 
over it. Thirty years later, she returns to her crumbling,  
shadowy family home. Widowed and vulnerable, she has a 
young daughter of her own. Then her long-gone nanny appears 
on the doorstep. 
Join us in-person on December 16th for lunch.  Location will 
be announced next week. 

One Worship Service December19th 
Join us for One Worship Service on Sunday, December 
19th at 11:15am. There will be no 9am service as we are 
hosting our PORT guests from December 15th to the 
22nd.  This will be a worship service full of music and 
Christmas scripture. Join us for this special service that 
will move us into the holy week of Christmas. 
Remember, NO 9am service. See you at 11:15am. 



Warwick Memorial  
United Methodist Church 

 

Rev. Judy Worthington 
Senior Pastor 

PastorJudy@wmumc.org 

703-855-6135 (c) 

 
Rev. Angie Hoen 
Associate Pastor 

PastorAngie@wmumc.org  

757-234-8962 (office) 
 

38 Hoopes Road | Newport News, VA 23602 
WMUMC.org  |  757.877.2270  

 

Church Office (Zena): 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

Facility Manager (Jim): 
facility@wmumc.org 

Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent situation, 
please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611  
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm).  If you are 
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and 
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the church 
of your hospitalization.  
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:   
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center) * Kay Fippinger 
(Lakewood Manor Rehab, Room 310, c/o Lakewood, 1900 
Lauderdale Drive, Richmond, VA  23238) * Gordan Chan (The 
Chesapeake) * Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood) * Beverly Mayeaux 
* Nancy Setty * Norma Coleman * Anne Corliss * Jim 
Crittenden * Millie Shelor * Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara 
Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law) * Jim Cole * Beth Cumming 
*  Nolan Reid * Clara Reid * Jim Raper * Katie Tanner-Barker 
(Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter) * Linda Henderson * Jane 
Shaffer * Donna Shafer * Joy Robinson * Ken Marcuson * 
Solomon Kissimbo * Heather Sreves * Thyreese Blake * Shirley 
Myall (Zena’s mom)* Barbara (Pastor Judy’s Sister-in-law) * 
Family of Lamar Williams (memorial service 12/7 at 3pm), all 
those who are grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody Early, 
Laura Lomas, David Morales, Capt. Eden Moorehead 

Last Week’s Attendance  
Numbers (11/28) 

 

9am Worship: 76 

 

11:15am Worship:  47 
 
Online Worship: 116 

 

Sunday School: 63 

 
Church Prayer Requests 
During our current situation with Covid-19, we are committed 
to staying connected as a church. If you have a prayer request 
and would like one of our pastors to call and pray with you, 
please email  prayerchain@wmumc.org.  Someone will be in 
touch as soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put  
out to our membership prayer team, please let us know. 

Cookie Walk and Bazaar Thank You 
A big “Thank You!” to everyone at Warwick Memorial who 
had a part in making the annual Bazaar and Cookie Walk a  
big success! You baked thousands of cookies, helped make 
wonderful crafts, cooked peanuts, moved tables, made  
delicious gift items and shopped enthusiastically!  The  
proceeds from the sales will benefit missions and church  
projects. It was an amazing event and we couldn’t have done  
it without all of YOU! Thank you for inviting friends, bring-
ing friends and sharing our advertisement. 
 
If you missed the sale, please stop by the second chance sale 
today following the 9am service in the Celebration Center. 

 

Reminder: If you brought your cookies to the church on your 
own plate or in a container, please remember to stop by the 
Fellowship Hall kitchen to pick it up and take it home! 

Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group 
The Senior Fellowship Breakfast Group gathers together  
the first Monday of each month.  Next gathering will be  
Tomorrow Monday, December 6th at 9am at Vancostas. 


