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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

This Week At A Glance . .
Sunday, March 8

PORT
8:30am and 11:15am Sanctuary Worship
9:00am Worship Celebration Center
10:10am Sunday School Classes
5:30pm & 8pm AA (Rm 20)
5:45pm Youth and M&M’s

Monday, March 9

PORT
10am PAA (FH)
6:30pm Scouts
7:30pm NO Praise Choir Rehearsal

Welcome to Worship . . .

Today, we continue our Lenten Sermon Series “We Believe” and will
continue to work our way through the Apostles Creed. This week’s scripture
reading is 1 John 4:7-13 and the message “Who Is God?” will be bought to
us by Pastor Judy in all three services. Please remember to invite your
friends to all of our Easter events, and children to the Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 11th. Invite cards will be available soon.

Join us today for worship at 8:30am, 9am and 11:15am and Sunday School
classes at 10:10am. Nursery is open for the little ones.

Tuesday, March 10

PORT
10am PAA (FH)
6pm UMM Mtg. (FH)
6:30pm Hospitality Mtg (FH)
7pm Scouts Committee (Rm 10)
7:30pm Gloria Dei Ringers Practice

Wednesday, March 11

PORT Ends
10:30am Lenten Bible Study (Rm 10)
7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Praise Choir Rehearsal
7:15pm: Praise and Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8:40pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 12

10am PAA (FH)
6:30pm Yoga (FH)
7pm Connect Team (Rm 27)
7pm ECMS (Library)
7pm Trustee’s Team Mtg (Rm 10)

Friday, March 13

8:30am Home School Program

Saturday, March 14

2pm Sanctuary Planning Team (Sanctuary)
2pm Blue & Gold Banquet (CC)
Contact Jim King at facility@wmumc.org
for all event/room reservations.

Welcome Our
PORT Guest

The facility may look
a little different today
(especially the
Celebration Center
side) as this is the
week we participate in
the LINK homeless
shelter program,
PORT. Please
welcome any guests
who may be visiting
with us this morning.

Healthy Habits
As you know it is Flu season and we find ourselves with
an overabundance of news of the Coronavirus. While the
Coronavirus is getting all the news, at this point it is
important to know that the flu is still a bigger threat to
your health locally. Here are a couple of things we can
all do to protect ourselves.
* The CDC is clear, your best protection is the
frequent washing of your hands. Wash your hands,
Wash your hands, Wash your hands. You should
wash them for 20 seconds which is the equivalent of
singing “Happy Birthday” through two times – to
make it more fun, sing “Happy Health Day” instead.
* While we are in this flu season we recommend that
rather than shaking hands or hugging each other, you
greet one another by holding your hands to your
heart as you speak to the other person. The best way
to love one another is to not transmit flu germs from
one person to another; this simple gesture will tell
the other person you extending loving kindness to
them. Going forward you will notice the Pastors
modeling this greeting before and after the worship
service.

Lenten Book Study Has Begun!

Embracing the Uncertain (A Lenten Study for Unsteady
Times)

Lenten Book Study
March 3 to April 8

Uncertainty is uncomfortable. Many of us prefer
stability and a predictable future to an unknown fate.
We are wired to want to control our destiny but
unfortunately we live in uncertain times. Magrey
deVega has written this study to help us embrace the
certainty of Jesus in the face of the many unknowns we
face daily.
The Pastors will be offering a six week Lenten Bible
Study on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am. The study
will last approximately one hour beginning March 4th
and running weekly through April 8th. This class will
be a discussion format. There will be a weekly scripture
and reading to focus our attention on and then a number
of questions which address the reading. We will meet
in room 10.
Books are still available. Please make sure to let Zena
know you would like one and you can stop by the office
and pick one up. The cost is $8.

General Conference 2020 Updates & Info
Mark Your Calendars

As you are no doubt aware General Conference 2020
(GC2020) will convene the first week in May. The
primary business at hand will be the expected changes
coming to the United Methodist Church. The changes are
the result of the deep division in the denomination over
the subject of human sexuality. Pastors Judy and Peggy
will be holding two information sessions (different focus
for each meeting) for anyone who is interested in learning
more.
In the first meeting we will watch a video with two
contrasting UM scholarly perspectives on Biblical
Interpretation around LGBTQ+ issues. The presenters are
Rev. Dr. Kevin Watson and Rev. Dr. Kendall Soulen who
are on staff at Candler School of Theology.
At the second meeting we will talk about how General
Conference operates and present
information about the Protocol of
Reconciliation and Grace Through
Separation, which is expected to
be approved at GC2020.
Everyone is invited to attend these
sessions. They will be in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday April
19 and Sunday April 26 from
2-4pm.

Puerto Rico Earthquake Assistance

If you heard Marisol Liceaga’s Ripple Moment on Feb 2, you know the situation in Puerto Rico is quite bad because of
the ongoing cycle of earthquakes since early January. On Tuesday, Feb 4, the island suffered another 5.0 quake, which
is the 11th earthquake of that size in the past 30 days. Please keep the people, who were still trying to recover from
Hurricane Maria that devastated the island in 2017, in your prayers.
If you would like to give towards disaster relief efforts that United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is involved
in with the local Methodist churches in Puerto Rico, you can write a check to WMUMC and put UMCOR Advance
#901670 in the memo-line. You can also give through the WMUMC app under the UMCOR relief logo.

Combined Worship Service March 29th

Please join us on March 29th at 10am in the Sanctuary for a combined worship service. We will recognize
our children and their accomplishments as well as celebrate the refurbishing of our Sanctuary. All the work is
almost complete and it is looking bright and refreshed. We hope the entire WMUMC family will come
together for worship and to celebrate the many donations that made
the refurbish possible. We will then join together in the Fellowship
Hall following the service for a pot-luck lunch, so please bring your
favorite dish to share with others. Sunday School for all adult classes
will be from 8:45am to 9:45am. There will be NO children’s Sunday
School classes as we encourage all the children to participate in the
service. Nursery will be available from 8:45am until after the service
so adults can attend Sunday School.
There will be NO services at 8:30am, 9am or 11:15am.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. - Acts 2:42

Single Ladies Shenanigans

All single women (married too) are invited to dinner at
Donatos (near Jason’s Deli) Tuesdays at 6:30 PM on Tuesday,
April 7, to get together and have fellowship. We hope to
continue meeting monthly on the first Tuesday of the month.
To learn more and to RSVP, please contact Linda McLawhorn
(757-713-1519) so the restaurant can be prepared with space
and wait staff.

Men’s Fraternity Bible Study

Men’s Fraternity will begin a new 3-week
study in March. Join them on Tuesday
evenings, March 17th, 24th and 31st as
they work through “A Shepherd Looks at
Psalm 23” by W. Phillip Keller. Join them on
Tuesday evenings at 7pm in room 27. For
more information, please contact
Gerry Mingee at 877-8900.

Good Grief Support Group

Good Grief Support Group’s Next meeting scheduled for
Thursday, March 19, at 6pm in room 20. Are you looking
for friendly support after the loss of a loved one or friend?
Then join the group on March 19th at 6pm. For more
information, contact Sandy Marcuson at 874-0608.

Fun for Kids in Sunday School

All kids Pre-K to Grade 5 are invited to gather in the gym
beginning at 10:10am before moving to the classrooms
for Bible study and craft projects.

Remember, friends are always welcome
to church and Sunday School.
Sunday School Classes
(Sept. to June)
Educational Wing:
3, 4 and 5 year old's meet in
Room 29
1st to 5th grade—Room 14
6th & 7th grade—Room 16
8th to 12th grade—Room 22 (youth room)

Carpenter’s Class (all year)

For those who have children or young adults with special
needs, please visit us in the Carpenter’s Class, Room 30,
across from the nursery, from 10:10am to 11:10am on
Sunday mornings. This includes people of any age from
six through young adults. The class teachers are Kathie
Watkins and Marilyn Gardner.

United Methodist Men

The UMM will have their dinner and meeting on Tuesday,
March 10 at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you plan to
attend, please call Gene Osborne at 757-272-6674 so we can
be sure to have plenty of food prepared.

Children & Youth
Fellowship Groups

Senior Fellowship Book Club

This month’s book is “Dragonfly,” written by Leila
Mechum. A sumptuous, full bodied and emotional novel
about five young spies embedded among the highest Nazi
ranks in occupied Paris. World War ll is in full throttle
and these young Americans are chosen to work with the
OSS. They are code named Dragonfly
and are given false identities. It's a
must read!!! One feels drawn to each
young person. This is historical
fiction at its best.
Where: Rick & Libby’s (Village
Shopping Center)
When: March 19th at 12:30 pm
PLEASE CALL Ginny Spangler at
869- 7613 to make your reservation
for lunch (to determine our space and
number of servers.)

Our children and youth groups meet weekly
during the school year, September to Mid-May.
5:45pm to 7:30pm

Professional Nursery Childcare Available

Please pick up a children’s fellowship brochure in the Narthex
or Gathering Area for a complete schedule. All events are
subject to change, but we do our best to notify you in advance.

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open
during worship, Sunday School, and many scheduled events.
We offer professionally trained staff for children newborn to
pre-schoolers. Please ask a
greeter, usher or pastor for
directions to the nursery. In
consideration of other children
and families, we do ask that you
do not leave your child if he/she is
sick or running a fever.
Childcare is provided as part of
our ministry and there is no fee.

The M&Ms (Magnanimous and Mindful) (children K

to 5th grade) meet in the Fellowship Hall Sunday evening
5:45pm to 7:30pm. Contact Sharon Ellis by email at
cutygrgal@cox.net or phone at 872-8495 for more
information.

The Youth (6th to 12th grade) meet in the Youth

Room on Sunday evenings 5:45pm to 7:30pm. All youth
and friends are welcome. Contact Kerry Blazek by email
at youth@wmumc.org or by phone at 310-9891 for more
information.

Group leaders will do their best to notify
participants if there is a change in the schedule.

Train up a child in the way he
should go; and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Sanctuary Flowers

We would like to let you know that you are
invited to provide flowers for the Sanctuary and
the Chancel area. We are no longer taking
orders for flower arrangements, but you are
welcome to contact the florist we use and the
arrangements cost $40 - Floral Fashions,
868-0405. You are also welcome to bring a
purchased bouquet of flowers to arrange in a
vase. Flowers will be displayed within the
chancel area, not on the altar. If you would like
recognition in the bulletin, please contact Zena
at the office with the information, 877-2270 or
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org.
Thank you, Sanctuary Worship Team

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill,
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611 or
the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the
church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Bill Brady (York
Household Prayers
Morning Prayer: Lord, I know you will show your goodness Convalescent Center), Kay Fippinger (Edgeworth Assisted
Living), Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake), Ruth Ritenour
and faithfulness to me if I just diligently seek you. The
(Mennowood), Brenda Potter (Betty Potter’s daughter-in-law),
problem isn’t your willingness to give, but my tendency to try
Betty Potter (The Hamilton), Beverly Mayeaux, Nancy Setty,
to do everything by myself rather than leaning on and trusting
Lynn Davenport, Norma Coleman, Anne Corliss, Shirley
in you. This silly inclination brings me needless stress and
Crittenden, Millie Shelor, Mildred Burnett, Marvin & Pat Hill
wastes precious time. Today I endeavor to lay my needs and
(Barbara Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law), Russel Rhoads
troubles at your feet the minute I begin to feel the least bit
(son of Mel & Joyce Rhoads), Jim Beran, Ruth McGhee, Jeff
overwhelmed. Amen.
Cox, Jim Cole, Katie Tanner-Barker, Amy Cummings,
Evening Prayer: When grief fills my heart, Father, whether
Virginia Taylor, Lamar Williams, Mike Clevenger, Cindy
I’m feeling loss, shame, betrayal, or some other sorrow, I know Skaggs, Larry Bevins, Sharon Flick, Joy Robinson, Lucy
it’s temporary, even though at times it feels as though it will
McDuffie (Bea Hoal’s sister), Elijah Six, Rachael Hines,
never go away. I know that your future for me is joy, and when Nolan Reid, Robert Collins (Sharon Blake’s father), Jim
it comes, I will not reject it. As I sleep tonight, please
Raper, Keith Sawyer (Bob Sawyer’s Son), and all those who
strengthen me with your joy so I can use it to lift up my soul.
are grieving or sick.
Amen.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Josh
Evans, Cody Early (in Okinawa), Laura Lonas (Afghanistan)

Warwick Memorial
United Methodist Church
The Senior Breakfast
Group meets the first
Monday of each month.
Join them next month,
Monday, April 6th
at Vancosta’s at 9am
Come join the fun!
Call Ginny Spangler at
869-7613 to RSVP.

Rev. Judy Worthington
Senior Pastor
PastorJudy@wmumc.org
703-855-6135 (c)
Rev. Peggy Langille
Associate Pastor
PastorPeggy@wmumc.org
757-897-6151
38 Hoopes Road | Newport News, VA 23602
WMUMC.org | 757.877.2270
Church Office:
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org
Facility Manager:
facility@wmumc.org

Last Week’s Attendance
Numbers 3/1/2020
8:30am 44
9:00am 69
11:15am 55
Total Worship: 168

Sunday School Attendance:120
Ash Wednesday Service: 82

“And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him.”
- Col 3:17

Blessed News . . .
In case you have not already heard, we have some great news! We have received enough money to
pay off the Celebration Center (CC) mortgage! Hallelujah! Thank you for your continuing faithfulness
and generosity.
You have made it possible to pay off the mortgage more than 5 years earlier than the total months in
our loan payment schedule, and by doing so, we have avoided paying interest on $952,000! Thank
you, thank you, thank you! We will give thanks for this great achievement at our combined worship
service in the Celebration Center on May 31. We are planning a wonderful celebration along with a
catered lunch as a way of saying thank you.
As we indicated on the 2020 pledge card, any amount left over in the Building Fund after the
mortgage is paid off will go to a special account to support repairing or upgrading the Celebration
Center Audio Visual and Lighting (AVL) equipment. It is about 13 years old and outdated but was the
latest technology available when purchased. For example, the backup device for the lighting control
board is a floppy disk! Some of you might be too young to even know what that is!
So, with this great news, perhaps the following question comes to mind, “What should I do with the
rest of my 2020 pledge to the Building Fund?”
Well, the Leadership team has two suggestions:
1. Add the rest of your pledge to your Operating Budget giving, or
2. Keep on giving to the Building Fund and all gifts will be directed to the special account outside
the Operating Budget for Repair or Upgrade of the CC AVL equipment.
Here’s the rationale for the first suggestion: In recent years, we had to supplement the Operating
Budget with money from the Lowe’s family gift, and in 2019, we even had to take some of the
earnings from the Endowment Fund. While your Leadership Team has made serious efforts in recent
years to become more efficient, we are presently still depending on income from those two sources in
2020 if general offerings do not go above what has been currently pledged. We cannot count on
these sources of funding going forward since most of the Lowe’s gift has been used and we do not
know what the Stock market will do in the future for the endowment fund. Additional giving to the
Operating Budget will help us balance our budget without using these other resources.
Here’s the rationale for the 2nd suggestion: As we already said, the CC AVL equipment is old! As
a result, we have been constantly required to overcome or work around several problems with the
AVL equipment in the last few years. If we are going to be able to continue enhancing our worship
services, dramas, and other activities with sound, light and projection, it’s time to begin upgrading the
equipment. But there is good news even here! One of our generous members has offered match up
to $20,000 in gifts for this purpose. The donor will make gifts in increments of $5,000 and the first one
is already in the special account. When the special account has received $5,000 in gifts from others,
the donor will make an additional gift of $5,000, and so on. We have preliminary estimates that these
repairs, upgrades and hopes for a better worship experience in the Celebration Center could cost
between $70,000 and $120,000. The repairs and upgrades can be done in stages over the course of
a few years. This work will have many purposes as well as helping to reduce the utility bill for the
years to come.
We sincerely urge you to consider giving your remaining 2020 Building Fund pledge to one of these
causes.
Yours in Him,
Pastor Judy

SERVE TEAM - LOCAL MISSION NEWS
THRIVE Peninsula: THRIVE is always in need of volunteers who can work in two-hour increments.
This need is especially important over the summer months in the food pantry, when the requests for
food assistance soars. You can find more information at www.thrivepeninsula.org/ under the “Get
Involved” tab. You also find a basket at each end of our building that will tell you the most urgent
food need THRIVE has each week. No more wondering what to buy – you can pick up exactly what is
needed!

Serve the City Newport News (STC): STC marks its third anniversary on March 23 by changing
their name to Serve the City Peninsula. They were previously focused on the Southeast community of
Newport News, but 2020 will find them exploring partnerships and projects all across the Peninsula.
STC has a variety of volunteer opportunities and ways to serve our community. In addition to regular
events, they will be sponsoring special projects to celebrate Global Volunteer Day on May 9 and
during their annual Volunteer Week from July 7-11, 2020. There are opportunities for every skill
level, including light home repair work. Last summer, the middle school youth participated during the
summer and found it to be a well-organized event that had something for everyone.
You can follow them on Facebook or find more information at www.stcnewportnews.com/.

Courthouse Green:
Due to the low turnout for summer lunch last year, we made the difficult decision to not offer the
program this summer. Many of the kids who participated in the past were in summer school
programs last year where they received lunch. This was a valuable ministry for the past several years
and really made a difference to the Courthouse Green community. We are grateful for all who
served and made a difference!
In other Courthouse Green news, the Newport News Police department announced that their
focused policing efforts and community events in 2019 for Courthouse Green saw the number of
reported crimes in the community drop 26.7%. Thanks be to God for this increase in peace for our
neighbors in Courthouse Green.

