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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

This Week’s Message
Fall and Winter Ministries Continue
Face Mask Ministry - With winter approaching,

the shelter programs have started to open. We have
had requests for more facemasks. To date, we have
made close to, if not just more than, 1,000 masks. If
you would like to help with making masks, please
contact Ann Marie Comer or the church office. If you
would like to donate fabric, elastic, you can drop them
off to the church library, or mark a financial gift with
“Facemask ministry” on
the memo line or offering
Facemask
envelope. Those who have
been making masks are
doing an amazing job. You
can use your own pattern,
there is no specific style that
is needed.

Meals on Monday - is still going strong.

We have been serving between 25 and 55 meals each
Monday. Those that are left are delivered to THRIVE
to be given out during the day. We use containers
that are microwave safe and reusable. We still need
volunteer to help during the process to help relieve
some of our regular volunteers, and we also need
volunteers to help provide desserts. Please contact
Judy Claus for more details
at 757-570-4532. Thank you
to those who have been
faithfully supporting this
ministry so we can continue
to help provide a warm,
home-cooked meal to those
in community who need it.

Elijah had his glorious moment on Mount Carmel. It was God’s
glorious moment, of course, and maybe even Elijah had to learn
this truth more clearly. The prophets of Baal were defeated. God
had provided a double miracle—the all-consuming fire from
heaven and the rain that ended the drought. Both had come
through Elijah’s prayer. It may be that he assumed the fertility cult
was at an end. It may even be that he assumed that his time under
the cross was at an end. It was not so. Jezebel and her
co-religionists had suffered a severe setback, but they were not
finished. The hearts of the people seemed to be just as hard as ever
towards God.
All of Elijah’s dreams seemed to collapse. The man of courage
found himself afraid and running. The victorious prophet thought
his cause was lost for good. God’s enemies seemed to be in charge,
and Elijah felt that he was the only one left. Today, we all have
similar feelings. Peer pressure works on the young and the old.
The pressure of the job, or of being without a job, the mockery for
being a Christian or acting in ways that fit the Christian life, the
condescension, the accusations of narrow-mindedness that come
from unbelievers—these all take their toll. But there is something
worse that faces the Shepherd and His flock. It is the realization
that we often fail to serve the Lord Jesus as he deserves to be
served. From this knowledge comes a guilt which can paralyze and
lead to despair, guilt which works against faith, hope, and love.
In Elijah we see a man, James the brother of Jesus said, “Elijah
was a human, just like us.” He was weak within himself to
accomplish what God had called him to do. Every fiber of his
being had given up and wanted to die. The straw had finally
broken the camel’s back. To him it seemed there was no reason to
go on. Join us as we continue through the journey of Elijah and
find out just how he had the courage and the strength to go on as
we work our way to the first week of Advent, November 29th.

Stewardship Follow-up

During our stewardship campaign “It’s a Wonder-Full Life,” we explored our relationship with money and our courageous
vision for ourselves, those we love, and the world itself. But how to get there? The answer is the practice. When our
practices, no matter how incremental or seemingly simple, are serving the vision, we live with a sense of wholeheartedness
and wonder that energizes us, those around us, and the world. And at the heart of these practices is living and giving with
gratitude—whether the assets we have to give are monetary, or our own capital of time and energy. We wrapped up our
series by looking at how we can align our money practices (earning, spending, giving, and storing) with the courageous
vision we have articulated and create ongoing practices that continue to strengthen us in our relationship with money and
with our whole lives.
By now, you should have received your mailing which included a brief snap shot of the many things that Warwick
Memorial United Methodist Church does, right here, in this community, and out there, far beyond these walls out into the
world. We hope you have taken the time to review it, and prayerfully consider your pledge gift to the church for the 2021
Family Life and Operations Fund.
We know this is a difficult time, but please remember, the
church has not closed and we will not close! We are planning
some great things for next year as we are able to relaunch
church and do things a little bit differently.
We promise it will be fun, exciting and a blessing to all.
We know it will be different, but the world is different now,
this will be our chance to embrace the different world we will
be in. We hope you will join us and continue to remember,
that no matter what, it truly is
“A Wonder-Full Life.”

As of November 6th, we have received 43 pledges for a
total of $235,440 to the Family Life and Operations
Fund. Thank you to those who have sent us their pledge
sheets.

Your Church Family Misses Seeing Your Face

So, let’s solve that problem. If you are willing to be videotaped (at
home) for a Ripple moment answering a couple of questions about how
you have been spending your time, then please contact Pastor Peggy at
pastorpeggy@wmumc.org. If you are a little camera shy, feel free to
send us a fun picture of your time away from church. We all miss each
other and this would be a fun way to get to see us through some
compiled videos in the coming weeks. Thank you to those who have
shared their video’s with us—but, we want to see more! Won’t you join
us with this project?

Advent Book Study

We will begin our Advent book study a little earlier this year. Beginning this Wednesday morning at
10:30am, November 11th via Zoom. This year, we invite you to journey with Adam Hamilton as he
travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in this fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ with the book
“The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem.” Hamilton once again approaches a world-changing
event with thoughtfulness. Using historical information, archaeological data, and a personal look at
some of the stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment in history will become more real
and heart-felt as you walk along this road. The books will be available in the church library on
Monday (call before you come, just in case they are not in yet) and the new large print edition includes travel notes and photographs from Adam's very own trip to the Holy Lands. Books are $13 if
you wish to purchase one, or you can return them to the church after the study is over. We will meet
every Wednesday morning at 10:30am through December 23rd for this in-depth book study. Find the
Zoom link on the Facebook event page or contact the church office and it can be emailed to you.

Sunday School Classes

We have four Sunday School classes that are now
meeting on Sundays and one meeting mid-week. The
Wesleyan Class is being guided by Henry Bennett at
9:45am, the Family Faith Class is at 10am, the Wired
Word Class is being guided by Pastor Peggy at 11:30am
and The Covenant Class is being guided by Jim Rogers
on Sunday mornings at 10am. Our Middle/High School
youth meet immediately following our online worship
service, also via Zoom, and are following the lesson
schedule that the children are using with Jesus Storybook
Time. If you are interested in participating in the classes,
feel free to contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for the
class Zoom links to join each class. These classes will
continue until we can return to in-person classes again.

Children’s Sunday School Time “The Jesus Storybook Bible—Every Story Whispers His
Name”
We recently started our new children’s Sunday School time.
We will continue this week following our online worship
service, around 10’ish. A pre-recorded video is posted on the
Warwick Memorial Facebook page that features a member of
our congregation reading a story from the book “The Jesus
Storybook Bible - Every Story Whispers His Name.” Since the
videos are posted on Facebook your children can watch them
at a time that is convenient for your family. The videos will
be approximately 10 to 15 minutes. To reinforce the story,
each family is provided with the book, and also a binder and
activity sheets for each child. If you have not received these
and would like to participate along, please contact
Gloria Mingee at Gloria@nameyourverse.com and provide
your home address. A package will be put together for you.
This is for our children ages 2 through 5th grade, but we invite
everyone to watch the storybook time.

Children & Youth
Fellowship Groups

Men’s Fraternity Book Study

This fall Men's Fraternity will sponsor a book study
using the book “Unfolded” by Eric Geiger, co-author of
Simple Church. We will be meeting by Zoom.
This study helps us see how the stories IN the Bible tell
the story OF the Bible. We will meet on Tuesday nights
at 7pm, next meeting will be Nov. 10th through Dec
15th. This study is open to all men. Purchase of the study
book is recommended. Zoom link will be posted closer
to the event on the Facebook event page or contact Gerry
Mingee to sign up and he will email the link.

Our children and youth programs are a little different
this year. The youth are now meeting on Sunday nights
via Zoom at 7:30pm, and also doing a book study/
discussion. Kerry has some fun things planned for
them this year, even though they cannot meet in person.
If you or your child would like to participate (grades 6
to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek at 310-9891.
Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is
currently on hold. We hope the children (age 2 to 5th
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up
something for them to participate in. We understand
parents and children are Zoom’d out at this point.

Evening Book Study

We are continuing with the book study on Austin Channing Brown’s book, I’m Still Here: Black Dignity In A
World Made For Whiteness. The study will consist of 3 more meetings, every other Tuesday, so we will meet
again on Nov 17, Dec 1, 15. Book is available from Amazon and you are welcome to join at any time..
This will be an interactive book group, not a pastor led study; although one of the pastors will be there to help
facilitate the discussion each week. Visit our Facebook page to learn more and get the Zoom link.
“This is the shadow of hope. Knowing that we may never see the realization of
our dreams, and yet still showing up.”
― Austin Channing Brown, I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness

Weekly Prayers

Today we face moments mixed with fear and hope. We
look at the world through our convictions and worries,
and know that there are people who will not always
share the same beliefs or fears. Yet, they are still our
family in You, and we share the same creator and
sustainer. Help us today to love our neighbors and to
love You, (Luke 10:27), to love our enemies, and pray
for those who persecute us (Matthew 5:44), to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
You. (Michah 6:8). Help us to turn over our anxieties,
and worries and open our hearts and minds to you.
(Philippians 6:6-7), to pray for our leaders, no matter
what (1 Timothy 2:1-2), and live in unity with each
other to the best of our ability (Ephesians 4:3). Help us
to speak out on behalf of the voiceless and for the rights
of all who are vulnerable (Proverbs 31:8-9), to live in
the strength of humility (Philippians 2:3-11), to live as
forgiven and reconciled for your purpose. (Corinthians
5:18-20). We have a lot of work to do so, please walk
with us and bring us home, rejoicing in all that we have
seen You do. Bless our community, our country, and our
world. You are truly our only hope. In the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Adapted from a prayer shared by Pastor Bert

The Bailey’s blessing from
It’s a Wonderful Life:
“Bread! That this house may never know
hunger.
Salt! That life may always have flavor.
And wine! That joy and prosperity may
reign forever.”

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill,
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the
church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Kay Fippinger
(Edgeworth Assisted Living), Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake),
Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood), Beverly Mayeaux, Nancy Setty,
Lynn Davenport, Norma Coleman, Anne Corliss, Shirley
Crittenden, Millie Shelor, Christina Tanner (Jim and Carol
Beran’s daughter), Jim Beran, Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara
Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law), Russel Rhoads (son of
Mel & Joyce Rhoads), Jim Cole, Amy Cummings, Virginia
Taylor, Larry Bevins, Nolan Reid, Jim Raper, Carl Wirth,
Alan Custer, Sylvia Custer, Julie DelSanto, Cindy Skaggs,
Katie Tanner-Barker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter,) Bea
Kiehner, Raymond Charles (Mary Ann Hoye’s brother-inlaw), Norma McCartney, Susan Brendle, Beth Stabnow,
Meigann Yeamans, Parker Comer, Sharon VanVuren Hines,
Samantha Fries and family, and all those who are grieving or
sick.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Josh
Evans, Cody Early, Laura Lonas
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Last Week’s Attendance
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Online Worship 9:00am 219
Sunday School: 48

