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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message 

“I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow” Advent Week 1 

 

This Advent, we are looking to hear words of comfort, of  
challenge and of good news. The prophet Isaiah and the four 
Gospel authors were writing in a time when people needed  
desperately to hear all of these as well. This first week, Isaiah, 
the prophet, and Mark–the Gospel writer who published  
first–reassure the people that good news is beginning and yet 
they both say, “Make yourself ready! Raise your voices, change 
your hearts, get ready to be transformed, because now is the 
time.” Let us embrace hope that we can do what needs to be 
done to bring more light into the world. 

 

Our worship series this Advent calls on the power of sung poetry 
that inspires those who hear it to a brighter tomorrow. It has 
been a difficult time in this pandemic for singing to be restricted. 
In its absence, we have been reminded just how important it is to 
sing together. Indeed, music has often been the soundtrack of 
hope. So our music leaders have been hard at work to prepare a 
season of music appreciation for you–as well as reflection on 
the power of music, including some solo pieces, bells, and of 
course, our Lampstand band. Someday, we will once again be 
able to join our voices in song in our sanctuary and Celebration 
Center. But for now, rather than turn away from music in  
sorrow, we will turn toward the story of music and deepen our 
appreciation of its role in healing, change, and reconciliation.  
 
Advent Weekly Prayer: 
Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift 
of untiring hope. Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of 
struggle–even when our view is obscured by clouds of doubt, 
ignite the flame of hope within us, that we might glow with its 
brilliance from the inside out.  Amen 
 

Thanksgiving/Christmas Offering 
Our special giving offerings this year will be designated 
for providing relief to the crisis in Honduras through our 
partnership with the Friends of Barnabas Foundation. 

 

The villages and patients who rely on the Friends of  
Barnabas Foundation “FOBF” for medical support were 
already suffering because of the pandemic and the  
inability of medical teams to travel.  The staff had been 
able to continue to deliver lifesaving medications for the  
extended care patients and was also working with  
several villages on training community leaders on the use 
of controlled access medical cabinets.  This program  
already needed financial support to continue.   
Unfortunately, the past month has been an incredibly 
difficult one because of two hurricanes which hit the 
country. Based on preliminary reports hurricanes Eta 
and Iota have left 3.4 million people affected in some 
way.  It is estimated that 35,000 homes have been  
damaged, most of them destroyed.  More than 202 roads 
and over 35 bridges have been completely destroyed; 
even more have been damaged or are still at risk of  
collapsing.  The worst flooding from the storms 
occurred where 60% of the country's crops are grown.   
The FOBF staff have been calling their community  
leaders and Extended Care patients; electricity and cell 
service are still down in many areas.  So far, they have 
reached leaders from 22 of the 30 communities.  Some of 
these communities have reported the loss of homes and a 
school.  The FOBF is continuing to access the situation 
and are working to provide for immediate needs.  
Medicines and medical supplies will be shipped to  
Honduras next week. However, the long term needs will 
be great.  Knowing that the need for financial support 
would be significant, the Leadership Team and pastors 
voted to set up a special account for the relief efforts. 
Please consider making a donation towards the work of 
The FOBF as they determine how to continue their mis-
sion of providing health care for the people of Hondu-
ras.  You can designate your giving as “Honduras Re-
lief.” All money will be  
given to FOBF to use for their most critical efforts. 
As always please keep all the staff and people of Hondu-
ras in your prayers.   



Advent Book Study 

 

We did begin our Advent book study two weeks ago!  You are invited to join us every Wednesday 
morning through December 23rd at 10:30am via Zoom. This year, we are taking a journey with Adam 
Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in this fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ 
with the book “The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem.” Hamilton once again approaches a 
world-changing event with thoughtfulness. Using historical information, archaeological data, and a  
personal look at some of the stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment in history will  
become more real and heart-felt as you walk along this road. We have no more books available at the 
church, but we can order one if you wish to purchase one (for $13.)  Even without the book, you are 
welcome to join in on our chat each week at 10:30am on Wednesdays for this in-depth book study.  
Find the Zoom link in the Friday message, the Facebook event page or contact the church office and it 
can be emailed to you. 

Your Church Family Misses You 
So, let’s solve that problem. If you are willing to be videotaped (at  
home) for a Ripple moment answering a couple of questions about how 
you have been spending your time, then please contact Pastor Peggy at 
pastorpeggy@wmumc.org.  If you are a little camera shy, feel free to  
send us a fun picture of your time away from church.  We all miss each 
other and this would be a fun way to get to see us through some compiled 
videos in the coming weeks. Thank you to those who have shared their 
video’s with us—but, beginning in January, we want to see more!   
Won’t you join us with this project? Feel free to share some Christmas 
messages with us and we will post them on our Facebook page—they can 
be short messages just wishing everyone a Merry Christmas from standing in front of your own Christmas tree.  Let us 
see your faces, we miss you all so much! 
 
If you are a bit camera shy, then you can write a little message to the church, feel free to do so and submit it to Zena at  
warwick.memorial@wumc.org.  Beginning in January, our Wednesday weekly message will be messages from our 
church members or a special devotional message of positivity for the week.  We promise to never bombard you with 
email messages, but we feel everything positive at this time is a good thing!   

Stewardship Campaign Update 
We are still collecting pledges for our 2021 Stewardship  
campaign.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for the 
2021 Family Life and Operations Fund, please prayerfully  
consider how you can support the operations of our church.  
Even if you are not sure of your monetary donation, please let 
us know you plan to support the church, just the amount is  
unknown.  If you have not received your pledge mailing, please 
contact Zena at 757-877-2270.  As of November 20th, we have 
received 74 pledges for a total of $372,360 to the Family Life 
and Operations Fund. Thank you to those who have sent us 
their pledge sheets.  



Our children and youth programs are a little different 
this year.  The youth are now meeting on Sunday nights 
via Zoom at 7:30pm, and also doing a book study/
discussion.  Kerry has some fun things planned for 
them this year, even though they cannot meet in person.  
If you or your child would like to participate (grades 6 
to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek at 310-9891. 

 

Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is  
currently on hold.  We hope the children (age 2 to 5th 
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible  
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up 
something for them to participate in.  We understand 
parents and children are Zoom’d out at this point. 

Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

Sunday School Classes 
We have four Sunday School classes that are now  
meeting on Sundays and one meeting mid-week.  The 
Wesleyan Class is being guided by Henry Bennett at 
9:45am, the Family Faith Class is at 10am, the Wired 
Word Class is being guided by Pastor Peggy at 11:30am 
and The Covenant Class is being guided by Jim Rogers 
on Sunday mornings at 10am.  Our Middle/High School 
youth meet immediately following our online worship 
service, also via Zoom, and are following the lesson 
schedule that the children are using with Jesus Storybook 
Time. If you are interested in participating in the classes, 
feel free to contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at 
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for the 
class Zoom links to join each class. These classes will 
continue until we can return to in-person classes again. 

Children’s Sunday School Time - 
“The Jesus Storybook Bible—Every Story Whispers His 
Name” 
We recently started our new children’s Sunday School time.  
We will continue this week following our online worship  
service, around 10’ish.  A pre-recorded video is posted on the 
Warwick Memorial Facebook page that features a member of 
our congregation reading a story from the book “The Jesus 
Storybook Bible - Every Story Whispers His Name.” Since the 
videos are posted on Facebook your children can watch them 
at a time that is convenient for your family.  The videos will 
be approximately 10 to 15 minutes. To reinforce the story, 
each family is provided with the book, and also a binder and 
activity sheets for each child.  If you have not received these 
and would like to participate along, please contact  
Gloria Mingee at Gloria@nameyourverse.com and provide 
your home address.  A package will be put together for you. 

This is for our children ages 2 through 5th grade, but we invite 
everyone to watch the storybook time.   

Men’s Fraternity Book Study 
This fall Men's Fraternity will sponsor a book study  
using the book “Unfolded” by Eric Geiger, co-author of 
Simple Church. We will be meeting by Zoom. 
This study helps us see how the stories IN the Bible tell 
the story OF the Bible. We will meet on Tuesday nights 
at 7pm, next meeting will be Dec. 1st through Dec 15th. 
This study is open to all men. Purchase of the study book 
is recommended. Zoom link will be posted closer to the 
event on the Facebook event page or contact Gerry 
Mingee to sign up and he will email the link.  

Evening Book Study 
We are continuing with the book study on Austin Channing Brown’s book, I’m Still Here: Black Dignity In A 
World Made For Whiteness.  The study will consist of 3 more meetings, every other Tuesday, so we will meet 
again on  Dec 1st and Dec 15th.  Book is available from Amazon and you are welcome to join at any time.. 

  

This will be an interactive book group, not a pastor led study; although one of the pastors will be there to help 
facilitate the discussion each week. Visit our Facebook page to learn more and get the Zoom link.  

“This is the shadow of hope. Knowing that we may never see the realization of 
our dreams, and yet still showing up.” 

― Austin Channing Brown, I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/57400480
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Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611  
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm).  If you are 
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and 
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the 
church of your hospitalization.  
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:   
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Kay Fippinger 
(Edgeworth Assisted Living), Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake), 
Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood), Beverly Mayeaux, Nancy Setty, 
Lynn Davenport, Norma Coleman, Anne Corliss, Shirley 
Crittenden, Millie Shelor, Christina Tanner (Jim and Carol 
Beran’s daughter), Jim Beran, Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara 
Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law), Russel Rhoads (son of 
Mel & Joyce Rhoads), Jim Cole, Amy Cummings, Virginia 
Taylor, Larry Bevins, Nolan Reid, Jim Raper, Carl Wirth, 
Alan Custer, Sylvia Custer, Julie DelSanto, Cindy Skaggs, 
Katie Tanner-Barker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter,) 
Raymond Charles (Mary Ann Hoye’s brother-in-law), Norma 
McCartney, Susan Brendle, Meigann Yeamans,  Sharon 
VanVuren Hines, Trish Ployd, Kathy Crossett, Juan Carlos 
Liceaga, Gail Slocum, Carole Stockberger, Carol Bennett and 
family, Linda Carrithers and family, and all those who are 
grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Cody 
Early, Laura Lomas  

Last Week’s Attendance  
Numbers 11/22/2020  
 

Online Worship 9:00am 289 

 

Sunday School: 52 
 

 

Advent Prayer 
The gentle pull of God 

is often lost amidst the rush 
of all the obligations which lay a claim on us. 

 

Yet just beyond the frantic pace 
our restless feet have trod 

lie deep still pools of quietness– 
the dwelling place of God. 

 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Free me to receive 

 

O take me to that secret place 
where lost in wonder and in awe, 
the moment comes and I rejoice 

to be and be with God. 

 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Free me to receive. 

Amen 
 
Church Prayer Requests 
During our current situation with Covid-19, we are  
committed to staying connected as a church. If you 
have a prayer request and would like one of our pastors 
to call and pray with you, please email  
prayerchain@wmumc.org. Someone will be in touch as 
soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put out to 
our membership prayer team, please let us know. 

 

"Go up on a high 

mountain, messenger 
Zion! Raise your voice 
and shout, messenger 
Jerusalem! Raise it; 
don’t be afraid; say to 
the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!”  
 
                Isaiah 40:9 

Charge Conference  
Our Annual Charge Conference is scheduled for Thursday,  
December 3rd at 7:30pm via Zoom.  If you are interested in  
listening in, the Zoom link will be available after Monday,  
November 30th. 


