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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

This Week’s Message 

 

In this final week of our series, we look with an attitude of gratitude at the ways our 
practices of dealing with money can be transformed because we have brought the 

subject out of the shadows and into the light. In doing so, we have opened ourselves 
to a greater sense of community, just as the early Christians did when they worked 

together to support one another. Our scriptures help us today to affirm that the more 
we cultivate relationship in our lives, the more we increase our chances that in every 
moment we will be loved and supported and will have the opportunity to return the 

same hospitality. This “investment” of ourselves in beloved community increases our 
constant and enduring hope and gratitude. 

 

We have asked you to provide us with some images, and some we borrowed from 
your Facebook pages, to make a little “Ripple Moment” video.  We hope you used 

this opportunity as an open-eyed prayer of gratitude. Through the camera, you look 
with gratitude at the world around you and offer that as a psalm of praise as you 

share them on social media. As our series comes to an end, we encourage you to 
keep up this practice of taking photos and consider that, as you do, this is a way of 

praying. This is a gratitude practice, a spiritual practice that will continue to feed your 
attitudes about the riches and treasures around you. What a wonder-full life! 

 
This week’s message will be based on Acts 4:32-35 - Looking With Gratitude. 

 

Prayer for Stewardship 
Creating God, for the awesome wonders of creation, the abundant feast of family and friends, 

the plentiful riches of your presence among us, We give thanks. 

 

Loving God, for those times that feel rife with heartbreak, too much stress and too little assurance, 
a plethora of pain and not enough possibility, Be with us.  

 

Already we know you have balanced the ledgers. You hold nothing against us. 
You forgive all debts. We are so deeply grateful and we commit to create more good in the world. 

 

Thank You Lord.  Amen. 



Evening Book Study 
Two weeks ago we began our new book study or Austin Channing Brown’s book, 
I’m Still Here: Black Dignity In A World Made For Whiteness.  The study will 
consist of 4 more meetings, every other Tuesday, so we will meet again on Nov 3, 
17,  Dec 1, 15.  (We will leave it to the group to determine if they want to meet 
some night other than Nov 3.) Book is available from Amazon. 

  

This will be an interactive book group, not a pastor led study; although one of  
the pastors will be there to help facilitate the discussion each week. Visit our 
 Facebook page to learn more and get the Zoom link. You can join any time, even 
if you missed the last 2 discussions. 

Your Church Family Misses Seeing Your Face 
So, let’s solve that problem. If you are willing to be videotaped (at 
home) for a Ripple moment answering a couple of questions about how 
you have been spending your time, then please contact Pastor Peggy at 
pastorpeggy@wmumc.org.  If you are a little camera shy, feel free to 
send us a fun picture of your time away from church.  We all miss each 
other and this would be a fun way to get to see us through some  
compiled videos in the coming weeks. Thank you to those who have 
shared their video’s with us—but, we want to see more!  Won’t you join  
us with this project? 

“This is the shadow of hope. Knowing that we may never see the realization of 
our dreams, and yet still showing up.” 

― Austin Channing Brown, I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness  

Worship this Week 
At the heart of our relationship to money is living and giving with gratitude—whether the assets we have to give are  
monetary, or our own capital of time and energy for the sake of the human family. As a result of aligning our money  

practices with the courageous vision we see for ourselves and our impact on the world, we end our series by looking for 
the hope that has been cultivated and the possibility that we will transform fear to gratitude in the act of sharing.  

The end of the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” is a joyful celebration of community and generosity and George Bailey’s 
thankfulness is infectious. George’s brother, Harry, proclaims “A toast ..to my big brother George. The richest man in 

town!” And the angel, Clarence, who had earlier declared . . “You see, George, you really had a wonderful life…” 
shows up in the inscription in a book left on the big pile of money given to George by his community to help bail him out 

of trouble…“Remember, no one is a failure who has friends!” 

 

Indeed, Clarence the angel gets his wings in the end. As the whole community gathered in George’s house looks on, a bell 
rings, a sign that the reverberations of generosity were being felt in heaven as on earth.  

 

We have mailed out a brief snap shot of the many things that 
Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church does, here, in 

this community, and out there, far beyond these walls out into 
the world.  We hope you will take time to review it, and 

prayerfully consider your pledge gift to the church for the 2021 
Family Life and Operations Fund.  We know this is a  

difficult time, but please remember, the church has not closed.  
We are planning some great things for next year as we are able 

to relaunch church and do things a little bit differently.  We 
promise it will be fun, exciting and a blessing to all.  We know 

it will be different, but the world is different now, not just 
Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church. 

 
Please continue to remember, that no matter what, it truly is  

“A Wonder-Full Life.” 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/57400480


Our children and youth programs are a little different 
this year.  The youth are now meeting on Sunday nights 
via Zoom at 7:30pm, and also doing a book study/
discussion.  Kerry has some fun things planned for 
them this year, even though they cannot meet in person.  
If you or your child would like to participate (grades 6 
to 12) please contact Kerry Blazek at 310-9891. 

 

Our Children’s Fellowship Sunday program is  
currently on hold.  We hope the children (age 2 to 5th 
grade) are able to enjoy our Sunday School Bible  
Stories on Facebook every Sunday until we can set up 
something for them to participate in.  We understand 
parents and children are Zoom’d out at this point. 

Children & Youth 

Fellowship Groups 

He took a little child whom he placed among 
them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to 
them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little 
children in my name welcomes me; and  
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me 
but the one who sent me.”                
                                         Mark 9:36-37 

Sunday School Classes 
We have four Sunday School classes that are now  
meeting on Sundays and one meeting mid-week.  The 
Wesleyan Class is being guided by Henry Bennett at 
9:45am, the Family Faith Class is at 10am, the Wired 
Word Class is being guided by Pastor Peggy at 11:30am 
and The Covenant Class is being guided by Jim Rogers 
on Sunday mornings at 10am.  Our Middle/High School 
youth meet immediately following our online worship 
service, also via Zoom, and are following the lesson 
schedule that the children are using with Jesus Storybook 
Time. If you are interested in participating in the classes, 
feel free to contact the class guide or Gerry Mingee at 
ggmingee@verizon.net or call/text 757-880-9485 for the 
class Zoom links to join each class. These classes will 
continue until we can return to in-person classes again. 

Children’s Sunday School Time - 
“The Jesus Storybook Bible—Every Story Whispers His 
Name” 
We recently started our new children’s Sunday School time.  
We will continue this week following our online worship  
service, around 10’ish.  A pre-recorded video is posted on the 
Warwick Memorial Facebook page that features a member of 
our congregation reading a story from the book “The Jesus 
Storybook Bible - Every Story Whispers His Name.” Since the 
videos are posted on Facebook your children can watch them 
at a time that is convenient for your family.  The videos will 
be approximately 10 to 15 minutes. To reinforce the story, 
each family is provided with the book, and also a binder and 
activity sheets for each child.  If you have not received these 
and would like to participate along, please contact  
Gloria Mingee at Gloria@nameyourverse.com and provide 
your home address.  A package will be put together for you. 

This is for our children ages 2 through 5th grade, but we invite 
everyone to watch the storybook time.   

 Men’s Fraternity Book Study 
This fall Men's Fraternity will sponsor a book study  
using the book “Unfolded” by Eric Geiger, co-author of 
Simple Church. We will be meeting by Zoom. 
This study helps us see how the stories IN the Bible tell 
the story OF the Bible. We will meet on Tuesday nights 
at 7pm, next meeting will be Oct 27th through Dec 15th. 
This study is open to all men. Purchase of the study book 
is recommended. Zoom link will be posted closer to the 
event on the Facebook event page or contact Gerry 
Mingee to sign up and he will email the link.  

All Saints Sunday is next Sunday, November 1st.  
We invite you to submit names and a picture of a 
loved one you have lost since last November.  This 
will be a time for us to honor and remember those 
who have gone before us.  We will put together a 
presentation to recognize everyone.  Please email 
Zena at Warwick.Memorial@wmumc.org with the 
name, date of passing, and attach a clear picture.  If 
you do not have a picture, that is ok, we will still 
recognize them.  Please submit this information by 
Thursday, October 29th. 
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Sick? Going to Hospital?  

 

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, 
please contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent 
situation, please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611  
or the church office at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm).  If you are 
going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time, and 
hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the 
church of your hospitalization.  
 

Prayer List  

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility:   
Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Kay Fippinger 
(Edgeworth Assisted Living), Gordan Chan (The Chesapeake), 
Ruth Ritenour (Mennowood), Beverly Mayeaux, Nancy Setty, 
Lynn Davenport, Norma Coleman, Anne Corliss, Shirley 
Crittenden, Millie Shelor, Christina Tanner (Jim and Carol 
Beran’s daughter), Jim Beran, Marvin & Pat Hill (Barbara 
Amaker’s brother and sister-in-law), Russel Rhoads (son of 
Mel & Joyce Rhoads), Jim Cole, Amy Cummings, Virginia 
Taylor, Larry Bevins, Nolan Reid, Jim Raper, Blair Gloss, 
Carlos Liceaga, James Watkins, Carl Wirth, Alan Custer, 
Sylvia Custer, Julie DelSanto, Cindy Skaggs, Katie Tanner-
Barker (Cindy and Lee Skaggs’ daughter,) Bea Kiehner, 
Raymond Charles (Mary Ann Hoye’s brother-in-law), Norma 
McCartney, Susan Brendle, Beth Stabnow, Meigann Yeamans, 
Parker Comer, the family of Ken Jones and all those who are 
grieving or sick.  

 

Deployed Armed Forces:  CWO3 Michael Kreider, Josh 
Evans, Cody Early, Laura Lonas  
 

Last Week’s Attendance  
Numbers 10/18/2020  
 

Online Worship 9:00am 378 

 

Sunday School: 51 
 

 

Weekly Prayers 
Gracious God, We look with gratitude upon everything in our 

lives as a gift from you. We offer all we can back to you in 
service to your beloved creation and all peoples in it. With 
great thanksgiving we commit to this spiritual journey of 
stewarding the resources and treasures that come into our 
care.  Keep us ever mindful of the times when others have 

shared with us and the difference it made in our lives  
so that our giving connects us as human family in ever 

stronger ways.  In the name of the one who gave it all, even 
his very life, for love and justice,  Jesus the Christ. 

Amen. 

 
Church Prayer Requests 
During our current situation with Covid-19, we are  
committed to staying connected as a church. If you 
have a prayer request and would like one of our pastors 
to call and pray with you, please email  
prayerchain@wmumc.org. Someone will be in touch as 
soon as possible.  If you would like the prayer put out to 
our membership prayer team, please let us know. 

 

 “. . they need to 

hope in God, who 

richly provides 

everything for  

our enjoyment. .” 

  
         Timothy 6:17 

The Bailey’s blessing from 
It’s a Wonderful Life: 

 
“Bread! That this house may never know 

hunger. 
Salt! That life may always have flavor. 
And wine! That joy and prosperity may  

reign forever.” 


