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Weekly

22 of our youth went on their annual “Beach Retreat” weekend last week. We
would like to thank John Evans and the other chaperones for making this trip
possible. Thank you for everyone’s support of our youth.

3/26/17
4th Sunday in Lent

CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

Addressing the Mess - Preparing for Easter - Our Lenten worship and study

series takes us deeper each week seeking to explore places of mess (in our own lives and the world)
that await the powerful work of redemption possible only through God’s love made known in Jesus
Christ. The call is to allow God to help you clean out and/or take off the chains. Christ came, died
and arose victorious from death that we might have life in abundance and also have the hope of life
eternal. The current series offers insight into living in the fullness of this grace.
We are glad you joined us today!

Today We Recognize “UMCOR Sunday”:

(formerly “One Great Hour of Sharing”) It is one of the six United
Methodist church-wide Special Sundays with offerings. Reaching
people in more than 80 countries, including the United States,
UMCOR provides humanitarian relief when war, conflict or
natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that communities
are unable to recover on their own. YOUR GIFTS MATTER!
Contributions to UMCOR Sunday ensures UMCOR’s response in
times of crisis. This offering restores and rebuilds lives in the
United States and around the world. Please prayerfully consider
a gift. Special offering envelopes are included inside the Warwick
Weekly.

What is “The Way Forward” and why do I need
to pray for it? As it has been for many years, the United

Methodist Church’s theological understanding and
position on human sexuality was on the agenda for the 2016
General Conference. The General Conference has members with
deeply held convictions and positions on both sides of
the matter and these differences threaten to divide our
denomination. Out of the 2016 General Conference, The
Council of Bishops were given the charge to lead the church
forward “amid the present impasse related to human sexuality and
resulting questions about the unity of the church.” As a result,
a 32-member Commission on A Way Forward was appointed.
Reverend Tom Berlin, the author of the book we are using for our
current sermon series, Restored – Finding Redemption in Our
Mess, is one of the members of this Commission.
Each Annual Conference in the UMC has agreed to a week of
intentional prayer (Praying Our Way Forward) for the mission of
the UMC and for the work of the Commission on A Way Forward.
On April 2-8, churches in the Virginia Conference are invited
to participate in a time of prayer. In addition to participating in
Virginia’s designated week of prayer, individuals are invited to pray
daily and fast weekly for the church, mission and future. Bishop
Debra Wallace-Padgett and Bishop Al Gwinn, co-chairs of the
Praying Our Way Forward initiative talk more about it in the video
found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=9t1cwBJxS2c. You can find
out more about A Way Forward and get updates on the
Commission’s progress at
www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward.
This is a critical time for the future of our denomination, which
through its connectional system does so much good work in the
world. Please plan to join with us in prayer that the Commission
will be able to discern God’s will for the church. We will begin this
work together next Sunday, April 2.

Today we celebrate the 10th anniversary of having the
Celebration Center for all its many and varied uses.
After years of planning, meetings, prayer vigils, and financial
campaigns, Warwick Memorial took a huge leap of faith
and broke ground in October of 2005, for what is now the
Celebration Center. We deeply believed that we were answering
God’s call with the vision for a promising future with so many
possibilities.
On March 25, 2007, this church family gathered together to
celebrate the completion of the Celebration Center with a
joyful Consecration Service. The new space quickly became
the place for weekly Lampstand services, combined services for
special occasions, drama and musical productions, churchwide
fellowship events, the Cookie Walk and Bazaar, receptions for
weddings, birthdays, and graduations, Upward basketball and
other recreation, Special Olympic events, Stop Hunger Now
meal packaging, Scout banquets, Vacation Bible School and
other activities for children and youth, large district meetings,
serving the homeless with PORT, and much more.
As Pastors Steve Plymale and Amanda Garber said in 2004,
“Let us pray that we who have been so blessed might be a
blessing to others. God has granted to each of us the marvelous
privilege of being part of a church family where the Spirit of
God is alive and outreaching.” From the list of uses mentioned
above, it surely appears that those prayers are being answered
and our vision from 2005 is being fulfilled.
Cont’d on page 4 . . .

Potato Bar Fundraiser Today:

Join us in the
Fellowship Hall today following the 11:15am service for the
Youth’s famous potato bar fundraiser. All proceeds will go
towards helping the youth with their mission trips and events.
Menu includes baked potatos with fixin’s, tossed salad, drinks
and yummy desserts.
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March and April Activities

Churchwide Clean-up/Workday

ONE GUEST - this Easter

When: Next Saturday -April 1 - 9am - 2pm (lunch
provided)

“We Love New Peeps!”
Jesus loves people. We need you to carry out His
mission this Easter!

Where: At the Church, of course!
All members of WMUMC are invited to join together
to help fix-up, clean up, and beautify our church
building and grounds. Work that needs to be done
will be on checklists and supplies will be furnished, so
everyone is encouraged to lend a hand! We have a very
large building, with lots of little jobs…
Inside and Outside – we need your help!

Begin now to pray about and work on who you will invite
for Easter services, one of the easiest times to get someone to
come to church with you.
Our pastors are being led to push you to reach others for
Jesus. This One Guest Campaign is part of it. You are called
to make other disciples. Let’s do some of that work together
this Easter season! Isn’t sharing Easter joy what the faith is
about?
Enjoy the blessing of new peeps, as we encounter the joy of
Resurrection and Restoration in Easter 2017!
Check out the insert today for the first annual “Holy Peeps
Art Project” contest.

Maundy Thursday, April 13th at 7:30pm in the
Sanctuary

Good Friday, April 14th at 7:30pm in the

Celebration Center, combined performance with our Living
Word Drama Team and Praise and Chancel Choirs will
present “In My Place - Remembering Christ’s Sacrifice of
Love”

Easter Egg Hunt, April 15th beginning at
10am See page 3 for more details and pick up fliers to
share with friends and family

Please let us know we can count on you even if you can
only help for a little while! There are sign-ups in the
adult Sunday School Classes and in the hallways near
the Sanctuary and Celebration Center.
Please put a
check after your
name if you will
have lunch with
us.
Thank you for
your gift of time
and effort for
your church!

Vocal Workshop With Kerri Hardwick:
Saturday, April 1st, 9:30am to noon.
Lampstand singers will be participating
in this vocal workshop, but all with an
interest in singing are invited to attend,
children included. We will be preparing
music for Easter and beyond. Email Kerri
at vocalvirtuosity@yahoo.com to sign
up. If you need childcare, please let Kerri
know by March 27th.

on

Friday Yoga Classes:

Yoga classes continue through
May on Friday evenings at 6pm in the Celebration
Center (except Good Friday). All are welcome, no preregistration required. The cost is $10 per class or $60 for 10
classes. New 10-class session starting soon. If you have any
questions, you may call Karen Minetree at 369-8081.

Easter Sunday, April 16th

6:30am Sonrise Service, hosted by our Youth Fellowship
on the front lawn of the church . . . followed by our Sonrise
breakfast.
8:30am Sanctuary Service
9:00am Lampstand Service
11:15am Sanctuary Service

Invite cards are available for you to take with you and
share with friends, family, neighbors, co-workers, school
friends, etc. Share a selfie with our
posters posted around the Church.
Share the joy, invite a friend! We have
included one today for your use, but
you can pick up as many as you would
like in the Gathering Area and Narthex.

York River District Mission Trip to Assist
Hurricane Matthew Victims in Virginia
Beach: April 23-28 a trip has been planned to Virginia

Beach. The group will leave on Sunday afternoon, April
23rd and return the following Friday evening. The only
cost for the is trip is a heart of compassion for our brothers
and sisters in need, and any financial gift you would like
to offer to the Virginia Conference’s Volunteer in Missions
ministry which provides all of the materials and lodging.
Lodging will be provided if people would prefer to stay on
the Southside rather than commute each day. For more
information or to reserve your spot, contact Rev. David
Magruder at 898-4608 or 897-2363 (cell) or email pastor@
zionseaford.org
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Children and Youth Activites . . .
Children & Youth Fellowship Groups. . . .
Note to parents: JAM time, M&M’s and Youth meet from 5:45pm to 7:30pm. There are occasional
exceptions and those will be posted in the Warwick Weekly. Parents drop children to the specified room
location and pick up there, too.
The JAM (Jesus And Me) Time Kids (pre-K) will meet in room 28. Contact Christi Girvin at 725-0478 or Bonnie
Turner at 877-0551 for more information.
The M&Ms (Magnanimous and Mindful) (children 1st to 5th grade) will gather in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Sharon
Ellis at 872-8495 for more information. The M&Ms are learning about the Lord’s Prayer this year.

The Youth gather in the Youth Room. We welcome all youth grades 6 through grade 12. Contact John Evans at
youthweb@wmumc.org or 876-5610 cell/text.

Pick up brochures on the welcome stands in the Narthex and Gathering Area to learn more about these programs. A
snack supper is provided free of charge for all age groups. Parents can assist with meal preparations, so please see a
leader for more information on how to help.

Easter Egg Hunt - Fun for All! The day before

Easter, Saturday, April 15,
10am – noon. For all
children, toddlers to 5th
grade (and the youth are
welcome to volunteer). There will be crafts, decorating
cookies and hunting for hidden eggs. Parents can enjoy
coffee and refreshments while waiting for their children.
Mark your calendar now. Pick up fliers to give to your
children to invite friends.

Fun for Kids in Sunday School:

All kids
Pre-K to Grade 5 are invited to our Celebration
Center on Sunday mornings at 10:10am for Sunday
School opening. Kids gather there for music and video
fun, and then go to their age level classrooms with their
own teacher. Each month the kids are studying a new
Bible verse. Children also collect Bible Bucks for
different assignments, tasks and positive behavior each
Sunday. Every third
Sunday is “Sunday
Funday.” Please
encourage your child
to invite friends. Feel
free to speak to any
Sunday School leader
if you have any
questions.

Register Now For The 2017 Kaleidoscope
Camp: music, worship arts and mission week for children

entering grades 3 through 6. In addition to daily choir
rehearsals, Kelidoscope participants will join in many
exciting activities and classes exploring this year’s theme “The
Key to God Is Prayer.” The camp will be August 7th to 10th at
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Midlothian. For more
information, please contact Bonnie Turner at 877-0551.

“Hero Central” 2017 Vacation Bible
School is planned for June 25 (Kick-Off event)

thru June 29. Registration will be available soon
for kids K through 5th grade. Youth are invited
to volunteer. If you
are interested in
volunteering, please
contact Bonnie
(877-0551) or
Sharon (872-8495).
New faces are
always welcome.

Easter Photo Booth
Come to the Warwick Memorial Photo
Spot and strike a serious pose or use
some available props for some fun
pictures!
Who: Everyone welcome...bring
a friend!
Where: In the Celebration Center
hallway
When: Any time on Easter Sunday

morning, April 16th
No charge for precious memories from
Easter 2017!

Please see insert for our
“Holy Peeps Art Project”

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open during worship, Sunday
School, and many scheduled events. We offer professionally trained staff for children
birth through age 4. Please ask a greeter, usher or pastor for directions to the nursery.
Please do not use the nursery if your child is sick or running a fever, in consideration
of the other children and families. Childcare is provided as part of our ministry and
there is no fee.
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Growth Opportunities & Resources . . .
A Conversation on Issues in the movie The
Shack - Warwick Memorial’s First Live On-Line
Conversation - How Can You Still See It?

The pastors want to thank everyone who participated in
our conversation on “The Shack”, either in going to see
the movie or participating in The Vine on Wednesday
and/or in viewing on-line. We extend thanks to Paul
Cummings for offering technical help. If you would like
to view the conversation, please go to WMUMC’s
Facebook page and look for the heading The Shack
Conversation (as noted in the picture). During the live
feed, there were some connection problems,
unfortunately.
However, the video
will move to the next
section if you are
patient, yet it stalls at
around 40 minutes due
to connectivity
problems. Even with
some technical
glitches, the
conversation is worthwhile as it fully relates to issues of “our mess” and God’s
redemption. We hope you enjoy it.

Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer:

Saturday,
April 1, 2017 at Trinity UMC in Richmond. The
plenary speaker will be Rev. Juanita Rasmus who is a
pastor, Spiritual Director and a contemplative with a
passion for outreach to our world’s most impoverished
citizens. Juanita co-pastors St. John’s UMC located in
downtown Houston, Texas, with her husband, Rudy.
Beginning with 9 existing members in 1992, over 9,000
people are now a part of the St. John’s family, making it
one of the most culturally diverse congregations in the
country. Juanita will be the plenary speaker during the
convocation on Prayer and there will be also be small
group learning opportunities in the areas of prayer and
Wesleyan spiritual disciplines. Juanita will also present
a workshop on “God, How Would You Have us to Pray?”
Spanish translation will also be provided for the plenary
session and there will
be a workshop called
“The Power of Prayer”
in Spanish.
Both Laity and Clergy
are invited to
attend, cost is just $10
and includes lunch.
Deadline to register is
March 27th, contact
MarcBrown@vaumc.org

LAST WEEK’S NUMBERS . . .
Attendance 3/19/17

8:30am - 77
9:00am - 105
11:15am - 90
Total Worship Attendance: 272
Sunday School Attendance: 136
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10th Anniversary, Contd. from Page 1
The faithfulness and generosity of the congregation in making
the Celebration Center a reality is unsurpassed. Starting with
an original cost of almost 4 million dollars, you have reduced
the debt to about $712,000 through the March, 2017,
payment. We are poised to eliminate the debt by mid-2020 if
we maintain recent giving levels. We pray that this goal will
come to fruition!
We hope you enjoy the celebration video shown in all
services today. We are grateful to Paul Cummings for sharing
his gifts to provide the excellent video presentations for this
celebratoin and many other projects.
Congratulations to the Warwick Memorial family for the
Celebration Center and all it makes possible! We give praise
and thanks to God for his bountiful love, mercy and grace as
He has accompanied us on this journey!

Library Update:

Books by Max Lucado have recently
been donated to our library, including some that closely
relate to the theme of “Finding Redemption in Our Mess.”
You can find these books on the display table across from
the library:
* Let the Journey Begin: God’s Roadmap for New Beginnings
* Traveling Light: Releasing the Burdens You Were Never
Intended to Bear
* A Gentle Thunder: Hearing God Through the Storm
* It’s Not About Me: Rescue From the Life We Thought
Would Make Us Happy
* You’ll Get through This: Hope and Help for Your
Turbulent Times
* In the Eye of the Storm
* A David and Goliath Story for Everyday People
* In the Grip of Grace Grace: More Than We Deserve,
Greater Than We Imagine
* The Gift for All People: Thoughts on God’s Great Grace

United Methodist
Womens Spring
Fellowship
Meeting: All women

at Warwick Memorial
are invited to the Spring
Fellowship on Tuesday,
March 28, at 10 am!
Bring a salad to share for lunch and hear our guest
speaker, Anita Willard, UMW Secretary of Program
Resources, explain the UMW reading program with
recommendations of worthwhile books to enjoy and
enrich our lives. Come join us!

There is still time to make
Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
contributions for the 2016 tax year.
If you are planning to include IRA contributions in
your 2016 tax return, the deadline for making your
contributions is the same as the deadline for your tax
return - Tuesday, April 18, 2017. If you have questions,
contact Stephen Clark at the Virginia United Methodist
Foundations at foundation@vaumc.org or 800-768-6040
for assistance. We work with Mr. Clark as a consultant on
these types of contributions.
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Mission and Serve Opportunities. . .
Ushers Needed for 11:15am Services:

We have
a need for additional ushers for our 11:15am usher team.
Please contact Gene Osborne at 875-1183 if you are
interested or would like to learn more.

Counters Needed: The Counters Team is seeking

some faithful servants to join the team to help in counting
the offerings on Sundays. There is a schedule, so help is
usually only required once per moth.
Currently, we need 1 volunteer for the 1st Sunday after the
8:30/9 services and 2 volunteers on the 3rd Sunday after
the 11:15 service. Knowledge of computers and excel
spreadsheets is helpful, training will be provided. Please
contact Pastor Gina at the church office or pastorgina@
wmumc.org or Warner Williams, our head counter, at
817-5934.

Mentors needed for 2017 summer All God’s
Children camps: There are three opportunities this

year to serve: June 18-23 at Camp Chanco on the James,
June 25-30 at Camp Overlook and July 30-Aug. 4 at
Occohannock on the Bay. Visit All God’s Children page
on the conference website (www.vaumc.org) for more
information including a mentor and camper flyer. Email
Lori Smith, camp director, at lttlelori@gmail.com with any
questions.
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2017 Lenten/Easter Offering
You Can Make a Difference
The picture below from our latest Rise Against Hunger
(formerly Stop Hunger Now) event gives you a feel of how
all ages can join together to make a difference in world
hunger. These events offer us a
chance to work alongside one
another for a Godly cause. They
additionally give us reason to
invite others to join in God’s
work. As we advance Jesus’ call
to feed the hungry, we actually
extend the Table of God to others, of all ages, as well.
During this season of reflection upon God’s sacrificial work
for us through Jesus, thank you for considering a generous
gift to the 2017 Lenten/Easter Offering. The way of sacrifice
is the way of Christ. To “give up” that others might simply
eat is a holy endeavor. This offering will assist us in
packaging meals for those in greatest need. Thank you to
those who have already given $1116.11. Your generosity is
appreciated!
To give today: Use your
Lenten or Easter envelope,
or simply mark your
contribution in the memoline or e-giving section to
Rise Against Hunger. Go
to riseagainsthunger.org
to learn more about this
mission. For questions on our ministry with RAH, contact
Steve Elder, serve team leader at: eldersteve@msn.com.

Hotdogs and Homework Mission
Continues at Courthouse Green: You can sign
Easter Cards & Gifts to Active &
Deployed Military: Easter is around the corner, so

let’s not forget our military families. Please donate
stationary, wipes, beef jerky, trailmix, sunflower mix,
etc. No chocolate please! Collection ends April 2nd. Look
for the Easter box and please sign the Easter cards in the
hallway by the Fellowship Hall. Thank you. Contact Sandra
Allen at 817-5919 or email the church office at
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org and information will be
given to Sandra.

Busy Peep! Don’t forget to follow the peep
that broke free! Today we will see footage
of our peep who broke free and started
what we hope is a contagious epidemic of
invitations for
Easter. To view the
video from Paul
Cummings, check out
our Facebook page
this week, and see
where the Peep
goes . . .
Please see insert for our
“Holy Peeps Art Project”

up now to volunteer to help our neighborhood kids at
Courthouse Green. This only requires the ability to read
and a warm heart. You get the blessing of being involved
as a caring adult in kids’ lives just by volunteering a couple
hours a week. You are invited to sign up for any Mondays
that work with your schedule (visit the website to see the
Mondays we meet, “no school Mondays” we do not meet).
We meet from 3:45pm at the Courthouse Green HOA office
and are finished by 5:30pm. We need at least two people
each week to ensure we are compliant with our child
protection policy.
The kids do not always have homework so we use skills
building worksheets and have several younger kids who
enjoy having someone sit with them and help them do the
worksheets—that’s something anyone can do.
Visit our website/facebook to learn more and sign up for
once, or once a month, to help change the life of a child
right here in Denbigh. For more information,
contact Pastor Peggy at pastorpeggy@wmumc.org.

Red Bird Mission Fundraiser: Due to a delay in

shipping, coffee will be available to pick up next Sunday,
April 2nd! We have purchased extra so you will be able to
buy and take home right away! It will also be available for
purchase at various events
and through the church
office.
To learn more about this,
contact Kerry Blazek at
kerryblazek@gmail.com.
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Expand your Spirit Through Prayer . . .
Morning Prayer:

God, my maker, hold me this day, with
the same hand that shapes the mountains, with the same hand
that cradles the deep. Keep my heart soft and supple, make my
faith strong and firm. Renew me, re-form me, re-create me into
the image of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Evening Prayer: I come to you now, weary from the day’s

journey, thirsty for rest, hungry for peace. Renew me in your love
and restore me by your grace, until I find my rest at last by the
river of the water of life. Amen.

A Note About Congregational Care:

If you are hospitalized, planning surgery,
or have become ill, please contact the
church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you
have an urgent situation, please call or
text our care line at (757) 509-7611. If
you are going to the hospital, please let us know the date, time,
and hospital where you will be receiving care. Due to HIPAA
regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform the church
of your hospitalization.

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or
care facility: Fran Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Jane

Guthrie (St. Francis), Harry Fisher (The Newport), Kay Fippinger,
Ginny Masters, Anne Greene, Jane Goetz, Chris Ployd, Beverly
Mayeaux, Kathy Young, Ruth McGhee, Pat Hodges, Julia Frank,
Edryn Long, Mike Clevenger, Sharon Blake, Steve Crossett, Marguerite
Proffitt (cards can be sent to 4284 Stevens Drive, Carrsville, VA
23315), Phyllis Arbogast, Lynn Davenport, Florence Nealy, Colleen
Sweet, Joy Robinson, Debbie Beamer, Cindy Skaggs, Rebekah
McAuley, Bill Brady, Jimmy Fay, Logan Hall, Parker Comer, Liam
Blazek, Erin Finley-Orick, Jimmy Fay, Jim Corliss, Sherri Staples and
family, Ruth Ritenour and family, Barbara Smith and family, Paul and
Stella Ramsey and families, Mary Ann Hoye and family, plus those we
cannot list at this time, please keep them in your prayers.

Deployed Armed Forces:

Mel Hofler (in Korea), Dawn
Sanderson (Kuwait), Bryan Rose (Kuwait), Brian Budlove (Japan)

Don’t forget to order your Easter lily today, or purchase one
to be given as a gift to a local business, fire/police/rescue
department, hospital, school, etc. or to give to the alternative
giving option (Rise Against Hunger). See lilac insert.
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Your Guide to the Latest at WMUMC . .
.

Today
8:30am Sanctuary Worship
9am Lampstand Worship
10:10am Sunday School
10:10am Covenant Study With Pastor Peggy (Rm 20)
11:15am Sanctuary Service
12:30pm Youth Potato Bar (FH)
12:30pm Nursery Staff Meeting (Rm 10)
2pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
5pm Youth Choir
5:30pm AA (Rm 20)
5:45pm Lenten Study (Rm 10)
5:45pm Financial Peace University (Rm 27)
5:45pm Children’s Fellowship
5:45pm JAM Kids
5:45pm Youth Fellowship
8pm AA (Rm 20)
Monday 3.27
10am PAA (Rm 28)
3:45pm Hotdogs and Homework
6:30pm Scouts
7:30pm Praise Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday 3.28
10am PAA (Rm 28)
10am UMW Spring Fellowship (FH)
12pm Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions
7pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Brothers of Christ (Rm 27)
7:30pm Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal
Wednesday 3.29
7am Morning Prayer (Facebook Live)
10am Lenten Study (Rm 27)
4:15pm Cherub Choir
4:45pm Junior Choir
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20)
Thursday 3.30
10am PAA (Rm 28)
7pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Children’s Council Mtg (Rm 16)
Friday 3.31
6pm Yoga Class (CC)
6:30pm Pack 6 Mtg (Rm 16)
Saturday 4.1
9am Church Clean Up Day
9:30am Lampstand Vocal Workshop (CC)
4pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
6pm AA (Rm 20)

For complete calendar please visit the website at
wmumc.org and contact Jim King at
facility@wmumc.org for room availability and reservations.
Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions is Tuesday at 12 noon

Warwick Memorial United
Methodist Church
Senior Co-Pastors: Rev. Bert Cloud &
Rev. Gina Anderson-Cloud
Associate Pastor: Rev. Peggy Langille
38 Hoopes Road
Newport News, VA 23602
WMUMC.org | 757.877.2270

