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Christmas Eve
CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

LIFE REBOOT
2018
Join us this Evening
5:00pm Family Service in the Lampstand
Celebration Center
11:00pm Candlelight Communion Service
in the Sanctuary
Remember, it’s not too late to invite someone
to church tonight!

Our Advent/Christmas Offering
This year, our Christmas offering will go to UMCOR’s
U.S. Disaster Response.
You can give by making a check to WMUMC and
marking it with “Disaster 2017”, give through our app or
use your Christmas offering envelope (or the envelope
included inside today’s Warwick Weekly.) You can learn
more about UMCOR and it’s ministry by visiting
UMCOR.org and from the enclosed insert.
Thank you for making a difference through regular
giving and special collections like this Christmas
offering.

New Worship Series Begins January 7th

Ever wish you could just hit the restart button and just reboot
your life?
Hoping for more in 2018, than last year held?
Good - Because God is in the redemption business (life
reboot).
Starting Sunday, January 7th, we will explore starting fresh
using Biblical examples of rebooting, where God takes
terrible circumstances and turns life completely around for
the good.
If you need a turnaround, or know someone who might,
don’t miss this series!
It all begins on January 7th as we talk baptism through the
lens of Jesus’ own baptism.

Rise Against Hunger
Save The Date
February 11th

That’s right, on February 11th we
will have another fun filled
afternoon of packaging meals for
Rise Against Hunger. We plan to
package OVER 20,000 MEALS!!
Set up will begin in the
Celebration Center at 11:45am
and the event will be from 1pm to 3pm. Start spreading the
word and invite your friends using our Facebook event page.

Children’s Sabbath
Combined Worship Service
Join us on Sunday, January 21st at 11:15am in our Celebration Center for a new twist to our annual “Children’s Sabbath.”
This year we welcome the fabulous Jesse Joyner, known as “Jesse the Juggler,” for a performance you will not want to
miss. Jesse juggles in amazing feats while sharing the good news story of Jesus.
He’s a sought after children’s/youth entertainer who performs across the
country in large and small venues inspiring a younger generation and just
sharing the fun nature of faith.
Our service will focus on children, be led by children and will feature our
Lampstand Band.
A pizza and salad luncheon will follow in exchange for donations to benefit
our children’s mission in supporting Relay for Life.
The performance is free and all ages are welcome. A nursery will also be
provided for infants and small children.
We will have our traditional 8:30am service in the Sanctuary, but no 9am
service that day.
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Upcoming Things of Interest . . .
Red Cross Blood Drive

Our church is going to be hosting another Blood Drive
through the American Red Cross on January 26th, 2018.
More details will
follow and sign up
will be available
through our
website, Sunday
School classes and
app.

Paint Night - Save The Date
Our 3rd annual Paint Night @
WMUMC has been scheduled
for Saturday, March 10th in
the Fellowship Hall. Space is
limited to 30 people – signup
will be available soon on the
website, Facebook and app.

2018 Lay Servant Academy March 2-4, 2018
4H Educational Conference Center – 775 Hermitage Rd.,
Wirtz, VA - retreatatsmithmountainlake.com/
New classes this year and fantastic worship!
The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who
are not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church. “The
mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its
local churches for ministry and by providing a connection for
ministry beyond the local church; all to the glory of God.”
All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to

take one. Each course is designed to help those serving the
local church learn more about leadership, personal faith
development, and a deeper understanding of the United
Methodist church.
Courses are designed to support those seeking to become
Certified Lay Servants and Certified Lay Speakers.
Encourage your friends and church leadership to come
and learn!
Visit vaumc.org/2018LSA to learn more and to register.

Sunday School Classes Help Disciples Grow
New Study in the Covenant Class:
Do Science and the Bible Conflict?
By Judson Poling
This study will last 6 weeks. It will be held at the church on
Thursdays at 6:30PM and last about an hour. Starting January
11, 2018. Contact Jim Rogers at 68eagle@cox.net if you want
to join us. Cost of book is about $5 at Amazon.
Table of Contents.
1. Isn’t Christianity Based on Blind Faith?
2. Why Are So Few Scientists Christians?
3. Doesn’t the Big Bang Disprove a Creator?
4. Doesn’t Evolution Contradict Genesis?
5. If the Bible Is True, Why Isn’t It More Scientific?
6. Won’t Scientific Progress Make God Unnecessary?
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Join our Pastors for A Pastors’ Coffee on
January 14th at 10:10am
Want to know more about our church?
Want to get connected, even if you have been
attending for awhile?
Then, join our pastors on January 14 during Sunday
School in our church library for a relaxed, informal
conversation about programs and activities going on in
our church over some coffee and tea. It’s also a time to
learn about membership and baptism in our tradition, as
well as just a time to get to know the pastors better. No
registration is necessary. Just show up. Ask or message
one of the pastors if you have any questions. They love to
talk about our church!

Friday Yoga Classes

Christmas is here wiht all the joy that it brings! The
cookies have been eaten the to-do lists have been done and
the the good news is you will not miss out on any yoga.
The Friday class at Warwick Memorial United Methodist
Church is currently on break until January 5th. Mark your
calendars for the start of a great, new,10-week course. Every
Friday at 6pm in the Celebration Center. Cost is $60 for 10
weeks or $10 for an individual class.
Classes are beginner friendly and work with any level. As
long as you are comfortable getting up and down off of the
gym floor, this class is a good place to start for those new
to yoga. Gift certificates are available, if you want to give
the gift of yoga this Christmas. Contact Bethany Caddell
at www.christianyogastudio.org

Divorce Care

The next 13-week seminar/support group will begin again
in January. Watch for more details next week and on our
website.

Year-end Gifts to Warwick Memorial United
Methodist Church
As the year 2017 draws closer to its end, please remember
that you can make a year-end gift (of stock, mutual funds,
etc.) to WMUMC and:
a) Avoid all broker commissions/fees,
b) Avoid all capital gains taxes
c) Take the full market value of the security
as a 2017 tax donation (regardless of what you
may have originally paid for it)
d) Possibly satisfy your 2017 Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) if you are over age 70½ and
haven’t already taken your RMD, and
e) Benefit Warwick Memorial with the full market
value of the security(s) you donate.

Join us in the Fellowship Hall (close to the kitchen) on Sundays You may also use the donation to fulfill some or all of
your 2018 pledge and record it as a 2017 deduction. For
at 10:10am.
further information, contact Ted Soto at the Virginia
United Methodist Foundation at 804-521-1122.
For a complete listing of all the Sunday School classes offered
for everyone of all ages, please pick up a Sunday School
brochure in the Narthex and the Gathering Area on the
2018 Offering Envelopes
welcome stand. Feel free to speak with one of the pastors or
You can pick up your box of 2018 offering envelopes on
a greeter to learn more about our Sunday School classes.
the table in the hall by the Fellowship Hall. Even if you
have not made a pledge and wish to
give during the year, we can provide a
box of envelopes for you. If you do
give on-line/through the app and do
not need your box of envelopes,
please return it to the office with a
note so we can recycle for new
members.
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Other Helpful Information . . .
WMUMC Receives Mission Flag

App Tip #1
Check-In
You may not know it, but ‘checking in’
at church is a great way to help us
plan and keep up with folks. We see
between 200-300 people each week,
so it helps for you to check in when
you are with us for worship or events.
With your WMUMC app, you can
skip the pew pad or connect card. You
can also let us know how many people
are with you, send us a comment or
idea, and even post a photo. So open
your app, tap
on the coffee cup, create a profile
if you haven’t already, and let us
know you are here.

In gratitude for support shown to United States Armed
Forces service members, WMUMC recently received the
American flag flown this summer on a Air Force PA ANG
EC-130J Commando Solo (Tail Number 00-1932) mission
in support of the U.S. led war against ISIS. This is part of
the 193 Expeditionary Special Operations Squadron.
We are very grateful for this gift and will fly it at an
appropriate ceremony for Memorial Day. Many thanks
to all who have gave to show appreciation and support
to the men and women of our armed services. The flag and
certificate are currently on display in the Parlor.

Please contact the office with any
questions at 877-2270.

From Your
Ordinary to God’s
Extradorinary.
Coming this
February
A Note from Innocent
Our Missionary, Innocent Phrytoil Afful (seated) sent
greetings to us with this picture from the Congo featuring
some of the supplies we recently were able to provided to the
orphans in his ministry. Your gifts meant vital supplies and
pay for workers who are rarely compensated. Thank you for
blessing these Children of God with your financial support
and prayers.

Assistance for Aging Relatives

When does your aging parent or relative need help??
Sometimes an elderly persons need for assistance is
sudden and obvious . More often, though, it becomes
apparent gradually. Quite often families need assistance with
what options are available. Deciding which one is best is a
tough decision. Knowing when the time is right and what is
available becomes a daunting task. Trying to understand the
difference between retirement homes, assisted living facilities
and nursing homes becomes frustrating.
If you need help in making these decisions call Ginny
Spangler 869-7613 Elder Care Consultant.
This service is free for Warwick Memorial members and
friends.

LAST WEEK’S NUMBERS . . .
Attendance 12/17/17

8:30am - 91
9:00am - 105
11:15am - 127
Total Worship Attendance: 323
Sunday School Attendance: 118
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Peace, Love, Joy . . .
A Christmas Devotion - Based on 1 Corithians 13
(author unknown)

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of
twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not show love, I’m just
another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas
cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a
beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love,
I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and
give all that I have to charity, but do not show love, it profits
me nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted
snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the
choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the
point.
Love stops the cooking to hug the child.
Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband.
Love is kind, though harried and tired.
Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated
Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is
thankful they are there to be in the way.
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return
but rejoices in giving to those who can’t.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
Love never fails.
Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs
will rust, but giving the gift of love will endure.

Bishop’s Bible Challenge
Last year I kicked off the Bible Challenge to participate in
daily readings from Genesis to Revelation. I want to express
my appreciation those of you who stuck to the daily readings.
Several of you in the conference shared your testimonies from
this experience:
• “I’ve been in the church for 30 years and have never
read the Bible cover to cover.”
• “My husband and I are diligently reading together
every morning.”
• “I’m glad you’ve challenged us to read this year.”
• “What are we going to do next year?”
As we come to the end of our 2017 Bible Challenge, I pray
you have found this journey through the Bible uplifting and
enriching. Bible study is very essential to building our faith.
Through God’s Word, we gain an understanding that God
is the one who gives the gift of knowledge for us to live
productive lives as believers. I would like to invite you again
this year to read the Bible chronologically (in the order of
events). The readings will be posted on the conference website
and in the monthly Advocate. If you were not successful in
completing the challenge let me encourage you to try again
this year.

Tips on reading the Bible daily:
1. Start reading the Bible today.
2. Set aside a specific time and place each day. Set your
schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great; but feel
free to use any time that works consistently with your
A Prayer of Confession for the New Year
schedule.
3. Get a good study Bible to help to
Lord, you have asked us to feed and give drink to those
illuminate the meaning of the
who hunger, to clothe those who are naked, to welcome the
original Hebrew, Aramaic and
stranger, to visit those who are sick and imprisoned. When
Greek text.
we look back on this year we might be able to say we did
4. Choose a translation to use
some of those things. We remember the enthusiasm with
during your reading.
which we started out this waning year, ready to do your work
5. Say a short prayer to God before
and witness to your love. But you know how things got in our
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit
way. We allowed ourselves to be swallowed up by worries and
to give you wisdom and
fear. We placed comfort of self before service to others. We
understanding.
took the “easy way out” whenever we could. And you wept for
6. Dive in and enjoy the richness of
us. Now we are on the brink of the new year. We cannot change
God’s Word!
what we did not do, but we can make a covenant with you to
7. Apply God’s Word to your life.
be your witnesses in our words, thoughts and deeds to your
people so that when you say, “Have you given food and drink
Bible study should be practical and
to those who hunger and thirst, have you clothed the naked,
applicable. I assure you that these
welcomed the stranger, visited the sick and imprisoned?”
seven steps will help you
We can respond with a joyful “Yes! Lord, we have done these
begin a journey in becoming a
things with joy and love!” Forgive us what we have not done.
“life-long learner” of God’s Word.
Inspire us to do what you would have us do. In Jesus’ Name,
we pray.
Peace and Blessings,
Amen.
Bishop Lewis
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Children, Youth and More . . .
Children & Youth Fellowship Groups
Note: All children’s programs are on Christmas break and
will resume on Sunday, January 7th.
The JAM (Jesus And Me) Time Kids (pre-K) meet in
room 28.
The M&Ms (Magnanimous and Mindful) (children 1st to
5th grade) meet in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information on JAM and M&M’s, please contact
Sharon Ellis at cutygrgal@cox.net, 872-8495.

The Youth gather in the Youth Room, room 23. We

welcome all youth grades 6 through grade 12. Contact
John Evans at youthweb@wmumc.org or 876-5610 cell/text.
Follow the youth events by visiting their website at
WarwickYouth.org.
Pick up brochures on the welcome stands in the Narthex
and Gathering Area to learn more about these programs.
A snack supper is provided for all age groups (unless
otherwise noted from week to week). Parents can assist
with meal preparations or donations, so please contact
Sharon Ellis (cutygrgal@cox.net) or John Evans
(youthweb@wmumc.org) for more information on how
to help.

Upward Basketball and Cheerleading

We have had 4 practice sessions in November/December
and are now on Christmas break. Practices will resume on
January 1st. Watch for updates
from our team leaders.
Thanks again to all the wonderful
volunteers who have stepped up
to coach and help make the
program a great success.
Hold the date now for our
Annual Upward Sunday on
February 11 during the 9am
service. Watch for more details
coming soon.
Volunteers are needed during the season (January through
March) to help with concessions. If you would like to learn
more and sign up, please contact Frank Blake at 876-9799.

Fun for Kids
in Sunday School
All kids Pre-K to Grade 5 are
invited to our Celebration
Center on Sunday mornings
at 10:10am for Sunday School
opening. Kids gather there
first for music and video fun,
then go to their classrooms with their teachers. We start in
the Celebration Center with a short video before moving to
our classrooms. Remember to invite a friend to church
and Sunday School.
Each month the kids study a new Bible verse and Children
can collect Bible Bucks for different assignments, tasks, and
positive behavior each Sunday. Every third Sunday is
“Sunday Funday.” Please encourage your child to invite
friends. Feel free to speak to any Sunday School leader if
you have any questions.

Sunday School Classes (educational wing):
1st and 2nd grade meet in room 18
3rd, 4th and 5th grade meet in room 14
6th and 7th grade meet in room 16

We also have Youth Sunday School available each week.
Grade 8 and up meet in the Youth Room (room 22).

Carpenters Class: For those who have children with

special needs, please visit us in the Carpenter’s Class, room
30, in the Sunday School hall from 10:10am to 11:10am on
Sunday mornings. This includes people of any age from
six through young adults. The class teachers are Kathie
Watkins and Marilyn Gardner.

Our M&M’s recently performed the “A Super Christmas” Pageant.
Visit our Facebook page to see more pictures of this amazing group of children
telling the Holy Story from a slightly different point of view.

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open during worship, Sunday
School, and many scheduled events. We offer professionally trained staff for children
birth through age 4. Please ask a greeter, usher or pastor for directions to the nursery.
Please do not use the nursery if your child is sick or running a fever, in consideration
of the other children and families. Childcare is provided as part of our ministry and
there is no fee.
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Your Guide to the Latest at WMUMC . . .

Today - Christmas Eve
10:10am Sunday School
Morning
11:15am Sanctuary Service
God of hope, peace, joy, and love, this day is so full! For children, this
5pm Lampstand Service
day is one of excitement and anticipation; for others, this day is filled
8pm AA (Rm 20)
with responsibilities and activity. Some are traveling this day to be with 11pm Sanctuary Service
family or friends, while others spend the day quietly and alone. Be with
us in all our varied circumstances and moods. I pray that I, and all
Monday, December 25
those within my circles of care, will be especially attentive to the anMerry Christmas
gels’ good news: that you have come to dwell among us in Jesus Christ,
No Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
full of grace and truth. In this is our great joy. Amen.
6:30pm NO Boy Scouts Troop 6/Cub Scouts
Evening
7pm NO Choir Rehearsals
Loving God, this night holds so much for me— people and places
from long ago are brought near in memories redeemed; my present
Tuesday, December 26
companions, as well as present cares, are held in tenderness. Lord, I
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
would hold the whole world in my hands, turning it round and round,
so that your light would shine everywhere on everyone with hope and
peace. As it is, I utter this prayer instead— my little light in the shades Wednesday, December 27
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
of night: Hold those I love and all the world in your sure and tender
1:15pm NO Staff meeting
hands, as a mother holds her newborn child. Let your face shine upon
us with peace. Gather up the past, the present, and the future into your 5:30pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
eternity, where all is reconciled and you are all in all. In the name of
7:30pm NO Chancel Choir Rehearsal
him who was born this night, Jesus, who is Christ the Lord. Amen.
8pm AA Spanish Speaking (Rm 20)

Household Prayers

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, please
contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent situation,
please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611 or the church office
at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are going to the hospital, please let
us know the date, time, and hospital where you will be receiving care.
Due to HIPAA regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform
the church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility: Fran
Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Jane Guthrie (St. Francis),
Harry Fisher (The Newport), Caroline Blume (St. Francis), Anne
Greene, Jane Goetz, Chris Ployd, Beverly Mayeaux, Marguerite
Proffitt, Lynn Davenport, Bill and Helen Brady, Phyllis Arbogast,
Eleanor Lucento, Pat Kennedy, Lisa Crittenden, Connie Moran, Linda
Henderson, Carlton Purgold, Sue Kelley, Jean Shaffer, Joe Gindhart,
Judy Hackett, James Watkins, Ruth Ritenour, Betty Potter, Ken Jones,
Kevin Panchision, Leigh Ann Wilson, Kent Palmer, Melvin Rhoads,
Ruth McGhee, Sandy Marcusson, Jackie Orr, Marvin Hill (Barbara
Amaker’s brother) The Hardwick Family, Betty Wilkerson and family
and all who are greiving and stressed out during the season.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Collin Proctor (on
a ship near North Korea).

Thank You Notes
Just a note of thanks for all your prayers and good wishes during
my knee replacement surgery in October and my weeks of
recovery. I am now back to feeling great. Love, Nancy Gloss
We would like to thank everyone for their purchase of our homecooked jumbo peanuts. Your continued support of the purchase
of the peanuts helps to support in-house and local missions. In
order for us to continue to keep them priced at $5 a jar, please try
to return any empty jars that you can. We wash/sterilize them and
then fill them back up again. Of course, we understand that you
cannot ask for part of a gift back, but any help you can provide to
return the empty jars is much appreciated.
Thank you, The United Methodist Men

Thursday, November 28
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
Friday, December 29
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
Saturday, December 30
6pm AA English Speaking
For complete calendar please visit the website at
wmumc.org and contact Jim King at
facility@wmumc.org for room availability and
reservations.
Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions is Tuesday
at 12 noon.

We are social, look us up:

search @WarwickMemorial

Warwick Memorial
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Rev. Gina Anderson-Cloud, Co-Sr. Pastor
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