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Seth Franco demonstrated some cool basketball moves to the kids
during the Upward Celebration last Saturday.

Fifth Sunday of Lent

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

Lenten Worship Series Nearing a Close
With today and next Sunday, we come to a close of listening to Jesus’ last sayings from the cross. Hearing his
words has not been easy. Our prayer is that this time has helped shape your understanding of his passion and
the hope of resurrection.

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday
Join us on Sunday, March 20th for Palm
Sunday worship, as we sing Hosanna and wave
palms in commemoration of Christ’s regal
entry into Jerusalem and the proclamation of the
passion. Next Sunday will also conclude our
worship series on the Seven Last Sayings of Jesus.
All worship services will include special music of
the season. The Lampstand Service will
feature special guests, The Selben Performing
Arts Group providing music and liturgical dance.
(See them on Facebook - facebook.com/The-Selben-Performing-Arts-Group).
Services at 8:30am (Sanctuary), 9am (Celebration
Center, Lampstand Contemporary Worship), and
11:15am (Sanctuary).
Invite a friend for this journey into Holy Week.

See Page 3 for our full schedule for Holy Week.

Associate Pastor Commitments are Due TODAY
Over the past three Sundays, our leadership has asked that everyone
consider making a pledge commitment for July to December 2016
to support the addition of a full-time associate pastor to our staff
in Peggy Langille. Pledge commitment cards are due today (March
13) in the offering plate. Cards are available in the church narthex
and on the table in the gathering area of the Celebration Center. To
date, $17,983 in commitments have been received toward the goal of
$27,736, or in other words, we are currently at 65% of the goal. Thank
you to those who have pledged and joined our leadership in prayer
about this proposal.

Lenten/Easter Mission Offering – A Chance to Make
a Difference with Stop Hunger Now
Over the past two years, our church has partnered with Stop Hunger
Now in working to feed some of the world’s most desperately poor
communities. Our last shipment of packaged food went to impoverished villages in Haiti. Like our Advent/Christmas offering that
offered hope in Sierra Leone following Ebola, our Lenten/Easter
offering 2016 will offer tangible life-saving food and hope through a
trusted partner in Stop Hunger Now. At present, we have received
$707. The offering continues through Easter Sunday and can be given
in your special Lenten or Easter envelopes or by marking your memo
line for Stop Hunger Now. Thank you to those who have already given
in this effort, which feeds the hungry for just 29 cents per serving of
food. By setting aside some extra in this season, we can make a difference together and package more meals in 2016. In January, through
the generosity of our church, we were able to package 20,066 meals
with nearly 200 volunteers.

United Methodist Family Services (UMFS) Admissions Coordinator, John Jenks is visiting with us
today . . . We first met John at our Children’s Sabbath service in the fall. He is here today to follow-up to answer questions
about UMFS’s mission and missional needs in our area. As a nonprofit organization, UMFS does whatever it takes to empower high-risk children, their families and communities throughout Virginia. From addressing behavioral and emotional
issues to finding foster homes, UMFS never gives up. John can talk with you about how to support kids in our area, how to
become a foster parent or respite care provider through UMFS or how to become an adoptive
parent for children in Virginia waiting for forever families.
He will be available prior to the 9am Lampstand Service, after the 8:30 service and before the
11:15 service. He will also speak briefly in the Young Adult Sunday School Class in room 27 at
10:10 if you’d like to stop in there. Join us in welcoming John today!
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Vacation Bible School Needs Your Help . .
Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love and meet us
at the Surf Shack for VBS, Sunday, June 26th to
Thursday, June 30th. Sunday evening will be a KickOff Event for children and families beginning at
5:30pm. Monday to Thursday will be their regular
9am to 12:15pm day with Thursday night closing
program.
There will be a meeting of the VBS team on
Wednesday, March 16th at 6:30pm in Room 10.
We will meet to discuss the different schedule,
decorating ideas and our funding for this year. We
are looking for new volunteers for the science and
recreations programs. If you would like to join the
VBS team (even if you cannot participate during the
day for VBS but can be a coordinating volunteer, we
would still love to have you), you can contact Bonnie
Turner at 877-0551 or Sharon Ellis at 872-8495.

Volunteer Opportunities
Greeters Needed:

If you are interested in
helping us with greeting our guests and visitors
each Sunday, we would love to have your help.
We need greeters for the 8:30am Sanctuary
Service. This could be a once a month
commitment, or on an “as needed” basis.
Please contact Donna Cox at 825-9820 or
sugardmc@yahoo.com

Assist With Building Maintenance:

We still need volunteers for small jobs around
the church property. If you have some free
time, please call Jim King at the church office,
877-2270. Jim has a list of different jobs for you
to help with. If you would like to volunteer to
work on the outside of the building with
weeding, planting spring flowers, and just the
overall appearance of our grounds, please
contact Marsha Six at 874-3071.

LAST WEEK’S NUMBERS . . . .
Attendance 3/6/16

8:30am - 79
9:00am - 128
11:15am - 82
Total Worship Attendance: 289
Sunday School Attendance: 111
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Fun for Kids in Sunday School
New Bible Bucks Incentives

The children (PreK-5th) have been earning ‘Bible Bucks’ as part of a
program to get the kids more actively involved and now they have the
chance to earn 2 Bible Bucks for simply bringing a friend. Be sure to ask
your children about their Bible Bucks.
They have been doing a phenomenal job with their offering challenge!
They have exceeded their goal every month. As a way to celebrate their
success and reward their acts of faith by giving freely and investing in
God we are having a Fun Day Sunday today, March 13th. During
Sunday School hour they will be playing Bible versed themed games with
the High school and middle school youth groups.
This month we are learning about how Jesus Lives!
Our Bible verse for the month is “I’ve seen the Lord” John 20:18
Help your child learn the Bible verse each month . . . just one way for
them to earn Bible Bucks!

Children and Youth Groups
We have Sunday Evening Groups that meet from 5:45pm to 7:30pm. All
young people, from preschool to grade 12 , are welcome! Dinner
is provided for each group. No pre-signup needed. Enter through the
educational hallway each Sunday! (a.k.a. the middle doors)
The Jesus And Me Time kids (3, 4 and 5 year olds) will meet
in the Kindergarten Room (Rm 27). For more information, contact
Bonnie Turner at 877-0551 or bturner113@verizon.net.
The M&M’s (1st to 5th grade) will meet in the Fellowship Hall. For more
information, contact Sharon Ellis at 872-8495 or cutygrgal@yahoo.com
The Youth (6th to 12th grade) will meet in the youth room. For more
information, contact John Evans at 877-5905 or
john_evans@verizon.net.
Dinner is provided for each group.

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open during worship,
Sunday School, and many scheduled events. We offer professionally trained staff
for children birth through age 4. Please ask a greeter, usher or pastor for directions
to the nursery. Please do not use the nursery if your child is sick or running a fever, in
consideration of the other children and families. Childcare is provided as part of our
ministry and there is no fee.
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Things Of Interest . . .
Join Us This Saturday, March 19th for
a Retirement Celebration for Maria
Cory. 1pm to 3pm, heavy hors d’oeuvres and

beverages. 1pm to 2pm meet and greet, 2pm to 3pm
program. Guests are invited to share during the
program to honor Maria. A box will be
available for cards or gifts. In lieu of attendance,
itesm can be sent to to THRIVE prior to the event.
RSVP to attend by 3/16 to Brenda Dawson 757-7703318 brenda.dawson@verizon.net.

Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday, March 24th at 7:30pm
in the Sanctuary. A service that recalls the Last Supper through
music, Bible lessons, sermon and Holy Communion.

Good Friday Service:

UMVIV Storm Recovery:

Friday, March 25th at 7:30pm in the
Celebration Center. “We Were There” will be presented by our
Drama Ministry and Praise and Chancel Choirs in the Celebration
Center. Draw near to the cross and Jesus in this moving time of
exceptional music and drama

Please consider making a donation to the VA
Conference Disaster Response Advance Special
#5037. Your gift will help provide needed personnel,
required equipment and a desired Christian witness
not only for this current disaster, but also for disasters
that may occur in the future.

Easter Egg Hunt - Fun for All!

During the
recent storms in Appomattox, more than 50
structures were destroyed and more than 100
damaged. We grieve with those who grieve as they
seek to rebuild their lives and homes in the wake of
these storms. But even as we grieve, we are
responding with the love and hope of Christ. In the
weeks and months to come, United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) teams will be
offered opportunities to assist in recovery efforts.

You can make a gift through your local church. Or,
send a check payable to “Virginia United Methodist
Conference” to the Virginia Conference Treasurer,
P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Designate
“Conference Advance #5037 – Disaster Response”
on your check or apportionment statement.

New study for Family Faith Class:

The Family Faith Adult Sunday School Class are
studying “Parables of Jesus” by J. Ellsworth Kalas, a
study of nine of Jesus’ stories of faith to the people
of faith.

The day before Easter, Saturday, March 26, 10am – noon, bring the
children for an Easter Egg Hunt (rain or shine!) For children, toddler
to 5th grade, there will be crafts, decorating cookies and hunting for
hidden eggs. Parents are invited to stay and enjoy fellowship with
coffee and refreshments while you wait to take pictures of your
children filling their Easter baskets or posing for a special Easter
photo.
The Children’s Ministries Team would appreciate any donations of
large-size plastic eggs, wrapped candy (no peanut butter or nuts,
please), mini packets of fruit snacks or Goldfish, stickers, or small
toys to put in the eggs. Youth and adult help is always needed to stuff
eggs, assist with crafts, and hide eggs….to volunteer, please email
Sharon Ellis (cutygrgal@yahoo.com)

Join us as we look into the related scriptures
of these parables and discuss questions that
consider what happens to the “good guys” and the
“bad guys”. We’ll also reflect on how we can relate
to both as we place ourselves into these meaningful
stories. All are welcome to join us any Sunday at
10:10 am in the Fellowship Hall classroom with the
round tables – we’ll have a place for you!

HeaRT Needs You!

Are you a person
that enjoys helping others? Do you have any
experience in working with others or have a
background in medical services? If so, we would
love to have you on WMUMC HeaRT team (Health
Resource Team). Please contact Karen Minetree
(757) 369-8081 if you would like to join! You do
NOT have to have medical experience to join our
team. Also if you don’t have the time to join HeaRT,
but would like to help us take blood pressures on
the 2nd Sunday of each month (after the 8:30 and
9:00 services or before the 11:15 service), please
contact Amanda Jones at (757)812-5198. You must
have a current EMT, Paramedic, or Nursing License
in order to take blood pressures. Thank you.

Join us Sunday, March 27th:
6:45am Sonrise Service, hosted by our Youth Fellowship on the
front lawn of the church, followed by our Sonrise breakfast.
8:30am Sanctuary Service
9:00am Lampstand Service
11:15am Sanctuary Service
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Expand your Spirit Through Prayer . . .
Trinity Time: Join Us For Lenten Contemplative
Prayer on Thursdays at noon: Our pastors invite you to

explore a form of encounter with God called contemplative prayer.
We will learn about and practice different types of prayer during
weekly gatherings we are calling Trinity Time. The hour long
gatherings start at noon in Room 20. If you are interested in
learning more, please contact Pastor Bert.

Morning Prayer: Loving God, in all I do this day,

use me as a sign of your reconciling love.
Let me not view anyone from a human point of view,
but let me see all whom I will encounter with the eyes of
Christ, through whom I pray. Amen.

Evening Prayer: Merciful God, if like the Prodigal Son

I have strayed from you this day, call me back to your
loving embrace. If like the elder son, I have harbored
resentment for the grace you give to others, reprove me.
Help me claim in thought and deed the inheritance of
the saints who share with Jesus compassion and forgiveness
to all who lose their way. Amen.

Please pray for those in the hospital or care
facility: Fran Shaffer (Mennowood), Ginny Masters, Jane
Guthrie (St. Francis), Beth Welch (Candlewood Suites)

Please pray for those who are at home:

Kathy Young, Marguerite Proffitt, Jane Goetz, Chris Ployd, Jewel
Stalnaker, Julia Frank, Walt Wilkerson, Beverly Mayeaux, Christina
Tanner, Bob Warthan, Ruth McGhee, Bertam Ellett, Helen Brady,
Carol Lett, Cathy Osborne, Denise Workinger, Laurie Lasher,
Bea Kiehner, Pat Hodges, Shaun Kelley, Thyreese Blake (Frank
Blake’s mom), Eugene Wingo, Beth Ellis, Ann Barley’s sister,
Marie Williams (Lamar Williams’ mother), Sandy Marcuson,
Samantha Fries, Kay Fries, Debbie Clevenger, Tim Claus.
Please contact the church office with concerns so the Pastors can be
notified. Please let us know if you would like for the concern to be
on the church email prayer list also.

Thank You . . .
Our family appreciates all the prayers, expressions of concern and
cards during the hospitalization and rehab of my mother. She is
now back home and doing well. We are blessed to have such a
caring church family. God bless you all, Frank and Sharon Blake.
The family of Bill Fries is so appreciative of all the prayers, love and
cards received by this very special church family. The service and
reception were just what we wanted thanks to our Pastors and the
Lampstand Band and many kitchen helpers!! Thank you, you’re an
awesome church family, he will be missed!! Kay Fries, aka
Grandma Kay
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Your Guide to the Latest at WMUMC . .
.

Today
8:30am Sanctuary Service
9:00am The Lampstand Service (CC)
10:10am Sunday School
11:15am Sanctuary Service
2pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
4:30pm Laudamus Te Ringers Rehearsal
5pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
5:30pm AA (Rm 20)
5:30pm Lent Study Class (Rm 10)
5:45pm Youth Fellowship
5:45pm M&M’s Children’s Fellowship (FH)
5:45pm JAM Time Kids (Rm 28)
5:45pm Financial Peace (Rm 27)
8pm AA (Rm20)

Monday 3.14
10am PAA
5pm Court of Honors (CC)
6:30pm Scouts
7pm Praise Choir Rehearsal
7:20pm Praise and Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8:40pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday 3.15
9:30am Craft Day (FH)
10am PAA (Rm. 27)
12pm Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions
7pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Brothers of Christ (Rm 28)
7pm Men’s Fraternity (Rm 10)
7:30pm Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal
Wednesday 3.16
9am TOPS (Rm 10)
4:15pm Cherub Choir
4:45pm Junior Choir
5:25pm Jubilate Ringers Rehearsal
6:30pm VBS Planning Mtg (Rm 10)
7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Praise Choir Rehearsal
7:20pm Chancel and Praise Choir Rehearsal
8:40pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20)
Thursday 3.17
10am PAA (Rm 27)
12pm Lenten “Thursday Trinity Time” Prayer Group (Rm 20)
7pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
7pm Leadership Team Mtg (Rm 27)
Friday 3.18
Saturday 3.19
9am Special Olympics (CC)
1pm Retirement Party (FH)
2pm Drama Rehearsal (CC)
5pm Blue and Gold Banquet (CC)
6pm AA (Rm 20)
For complete calendar please visit the website at wmumc.org
and contact Jim King at facility@wmumc.org for room

