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Harvest Times 

Our children have big hearts and they 

truly enjoy helping others!  Their        

enthusiasm is evident when filling extra 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child 

or putting together many of the school 

and health kits sent to UMCOR. The 

Children’s Ministry leaders saw the need 

for more mission opportunities and also 

wanted to instill in the kids’ minds and 

hearts that you can make a big difference 

at any age. 

Imagine the delight the leaders felt when 

Ruby Vincelette shared her dream to 

lead a mission project. They told her to 

decide what she wanted to do and every-

one would support her. When a young 

boy in her class was diagnosed with can-

cer, she knew then that had to be her 

mission project. It was a great moment to 

see young and old working together to 

make her carwash fundraiser a success. 

In the book of Isaiah it says, “and a little 

child shall lead them”. 

For the last two years, Children’s Fellowship leaders have 

planned Summer Mission Adventures.  During the summer, the 

leaders and the parents took the Children’s Fellowship kids to 

Heart Haven, Morningside Assisted Living, Newport News Park, 

and the Peninsula Food Bank on specific missions.  

Heart Haven wanted a garden for the residents to enjoy. The 

boys and girls made cards to give the men when they toured 

their home and then got about the business of planting plenty of 

pots of flowers. 

See “Children” on Page 2 

Children Enjoy Helping Others . . . 

All Saints Sunday - November 3, 2013 

Evangelism in a Shoebox! 

      Each year Warwick Memorial partic-

ipates in Operation Christmas Child, 

lovingly filling shoeboxes for children in 

need.  Our gifts bring great joy to these 

children who have so little; but just as 

importantly, they “introduce the       

children to God’s greatest gift. . . Jesus 

Christ.”   Since the program’s inception 

in 1993, over 100 million boxes have 

been distributed in 130 countries.     

Included in each box is a booklet,     

written in the child’s native language,      

telling the story of Jesus.  Whenever 

possible, a series of 12 Bible study    

classes are also offered to the children 

so that they and their families can learn 

of Christ’s love. 

     When 8-year-old Angel received a 

shoebox from a local church in Ecuador, 

he excitedly showed his gifts of school 

supplies and toys to his grandmother.  

But when Angel was invited to the 

“follow-up discipleship program,” his 

grandmother was concerned. “If I let 

him go, I will have to accompany him 

because I don’t want him to learn the 

wrong things,” she said.  With the       

encouragement of a local church member, 

both she and Angel began to attend the 

classes and to read the   Bible together.  

Within a few weeks, Grandmother saw 

the positive effects of these classes upon 

her grandson, and both have now become 

Christians. 

    The proposed restructuring plan for 

our church places an increased emphasis 

upon evangelism.  In this season of     

harvest and thanksgiving, may we again 

express our gratitude for our own      

blessings by filling our simple shoeboxes.  

For in so doing, we truly evangelize - we 

share Christ’s love with children and 

their families throughout the world. 

W a r w i c k  M e m o r i a l  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

On  You r  Mar k .   Ge t  S e t .   GO !  

DID YOU KNOW? 
As the Denbigh area of Newport News 

grew in the 60’s Warwick’s membership 

and attendance increased and a new 

sanctuary was needed.  In 1962,       

construction of the currently used brick 

building was begun which consisted of 

the present sanctuary, adjacent corridor 

of offices, classrooms and a Fellowship 

Hall. That Fellowship Hall is now the 

Choir room.  

In 1967 and 1981 two more additions 

were added to Warwick.  Proceeds from 

Warwick’s popular Fish Fries helped 

fund the new additions.  In the 1980’s  

Warwick became more mission orientat-

ed  and in 1986, Warwick Memorial  

began a missions program in the       

Appalachia Mountain area. This year 

Warwick sent its 10th medical mission 

team to Honduras. The youth and     

children have also participated in mis-

sion programs. The story continues next 

week. 
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As followers of Jesus Christ, 

this is the time for annual   

renewal of our commitment 

to WMUMC’s ministries.  

From James 2:14-19, we are           

reminded of the following: 

“To have a life of service in 

ministries, is to have faith; 

To have faith is to have a 

life of service in ministries.” 

As part of the “Go” portion 

of our current worship     

series, you will find this           

newsletter available  for 

four Sundays.  Each edition 

will share verses of the    

Bible and stories of Christ’s 

followers in the life of our 

church family.  Each week’s 

theme is stated below, and 

the current theme is         

underlined to introduce its 

news.  As future editions 

a r e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e              

ye l lo w  h igh l igh t  i s            

relocated to the theme for 

the week. 

 Week 1 - October 20 - Laity     

Sunday (Service of Celebration) 

“Caring for each other” 

 Week 2 - Oct 27 - “Reaching, loving 

winning people f rom local         

community” 

 Week 3 - Nov 3 - “Making a       

difference through mission - away 

from our local neighborhood” 

 Week 4 - Nov 10 “Living faithfully 

through our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service, and our    

witness” - Pledge Sunday 

       All issues will be available on line! 

Making the world a little better .. 

one child at a time 

Since 2002, Warwick Memorial 

has partnered with Friends of 

Barnabas (FOB) each year to 

send a Mountain Medical      

Mission Team (MMMT) to    

Honduras.  FOB is working with 

30 very poor and isolated       

villages in the mountains of 

Honduras to significantly      

improve their health by    

p rov iding  f ree  serv ices ,         

medicines, and education.  Each MMMT visits 5 of the     

villages during their 9-day trip.  Twice a year a one-day   

clinic is provided at the village school that includes the    

following four stations: medical consultations; prescription 

and reading glasses; dental extractions; and Vitamin A,   

deworming medicine, and fluoride therapy.  During the   

medical consultations, patients needing to see a specialist, 

long term therapy, or surgery are given a life-giving referral 

and transportation to the FOB year-round clinic.  FOB also 

sponsors several Pediatric Surgical Teams each year and a 

nurse visits each village once a month to provide health   

education and help build a community that is working     

together.  After about 3 years, a community “graduates” from 

the program and a new community takes its place. 

See “Honduras” on Page 2 
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Breaking News:  Warwick to send a team of volunteers to Redbird       

Mission Work Camp in Beverly, Kentucky, August 5-9, 2014 
Camp welcomes all, young and old (children under grade 6 do need a parent to accompany 

them) youth over grade 6 will have adult supervision.  The mission focus is to make homes 

warmer, safer and dryer!  The camp provides lodging, food and supplies for work at the 

work sites.  Jobs such as  sorting clothes to be given to those in need are available for   

participants who cannot work at the construction site.  

The project involves much more than the Mission team.  All church members become a 

part of the overall team by working together through prayers, financial offerings, and  

support of fund raising projects as well as providing requested items for the team to carry 

with them to meet specific needs.  While the church and the Mission Team reach out to 

help those in need, it is also those who help also receive much more than they ever        

expected.  These benefits may even come in life changing decisions. Mission trips   provide 

a way to following the teachings of Jesus. 

 ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

Annual Conference advises us on our share.   

The total of our apportionments for 2014 is 

$122,343.  That is 17.5% of our proposed 

2014 operating budget.   
Apportionments support the following funds: 

World Service Fund 

Africa University Fund 

Black College Fund 
Ministerial Education Fund  

Episcopal Fund 

Interdenominational Cooperation Fund 

Administration Fund 

 

Please visit our website ‘s “Who We Are - Committees - Finance” page 
to learn more detail. 

 

We Are A Connectional Church . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Global United Methodist Church             Warwick Memorial United Methodist 

 
That means we are connected to the global United 
Methodist Church, the Virginia Conference and 
the York River District.  In order to support the 
ministry and mission of the United Methodist 
church we pay apportionments. 
It’s as simple as all United Methodist Churches 
coming together, combining their money to ac-
complish something bigger than themselves. The 
General Conference establishes budgets for the 
denomination’s general funds and our Virginia 

Giving of Ourselves:  

Year-Round Outreach 
 
The Outreach Committee is committed to 

touching lives right here on the Peninsula.   

Henry Bennett, who volunteers in the      

pharmacy at Lackey Free Clinic says, “using 

my computer skills to give back to the       

community is one of my ways to thank God 

for the immeasurable blessings my family and 

I have received all the days of our lives.” 

 

Our volunteers participate in a rich variety of 

additional activities: 

     School Supplies, coats and other cold 

weather items are collected and delivered 

each year to Epes School where the need is 

great. 

     Support of Tori’s Clothes Closet in their 

efforts to provide clothing for  homeless and 

displaced children K-12. 

       The Rescue Mission assists homeless men 

in downtown Newport News. Personal needs, 

paper products and supplies are provided as 

needed. 

       Regency and York Convalescent Centers 

receive boxes of donated books and videos to 

brighten the lives of the   residents. 

      Support for Mother’s Resources helps 

them to continue their ministry to strug-

gling young mothers. 

      Regular support to Denbigh United 

Christian Outreach, a partner in            

ministry. On the  first Sunday of each 

month, canned goods for their pantry 

shelves are donated, and   several of our 

church members give their time in      

service to this vital organization.  

 

We don’t go out to the community in need 

of recognition; we go to serve.  We go to 

make Christ real to others.  

 

Our own faith is deepened when it’s 

something we both receive and give.   

 

GIVING CAN BE THE  

GREATEST OF ALL BLESSINGS! 

Did You Know . . .  
The Trustees are entrusted with the care of the WMUMC 
building and grounds. Their responsibilities of operating, 
cleaning, maintaining and adding to our facilities require 

20.4% of our annual budget or $141,850.  

Listed from the highest to the least cost, the major      
portion of their expense are:          
 Utilities 
 Church Maintenance 
 Insurance and Worker’s Compensation 
 Grounds Maintenance 
 Major Repairs and Capital Improvements 
 Janitorial Service and Supplies 
 Office Furniture, and Equipment. 
 

Also . . . . 
The Outreach portion of our 2014 Operating Budget has set 

aside a total of $10,000 to support four missionaries equally.  

Their names, their work, and their location are the following:   

Terry Henderson oversees the teaching of classes, work-

shops, and courses in a variety of practical subjects to help 

the people better take care of themselves in Mexico.   

Elmira Sellu holds workshops /seminars on issues that 

affect women and children including health, child survival 

and development, violence against women, the environment, 

and peace in the East Africa Annual Conference.   

Mark Stransky is a Church and Community Worker serv-

ing as director of housing at Project Crossroads in Marion, 

Virginia.  Project Crossroads is an outreach ministry de-

signed to address the basic needs of the people.  

Diantha Hodges is training and providing equipment for 

midwifes in Yei, South Sudan, to save the lives of both moth-

ers and babies at birth.  This equipment includes the United 

Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) clean birth kits 

that the United Methodist Women (UMW) collect every year 

to bring to the Virginia Annual Conference of The United 

Methodist Church. 

“Children” cont’d from Page 1 

The special mission at Newport News Park was to clean up the picnic area, collecting 5 

bags full of trash. At the Visitor Center they learned about some of the animals that call 

the park home.  

The Peninsula Food Bank was a mind-boggling place to visit. The children had collected 

food to take to the huge warehouse. During a tour the director pointed out where week-

end food backpacks are prepared for children who need them. 
 

To wrap up the summer mission adventures, the group had an overnight Lock-in at the church. A 

“clean-up-our-church” time was followed by a “fun and activities” time. It is so heart    

warming watching the kids’ joy and desire to serve others in so many ways. 
 

Cartoon by Garekai Johnston © 2013 

Garekai is a member of our Carpenter’s Sunday School Class  

You Can Help A Lot . . . . 

Mission-Minded Women and Men 

United Methodist Women are dedicated to helping women and children transform their lives. They 

study and work to help better the lives of women, children, and youth in our communities, nation and 

world. Not only do the women coordinate the collection of UMCOR Kits every year, they support local 

missions each month. School supplies are collected twice a year for Epes Elementary School, paper 

products are delivered to Menchville House, diapers and formula are welcomed by   Mother’s Resources 

in downtown Newport News, DUCO is the recipient of food twice a year and gift cards are given to 

Youth Challenge. Postage stamps and soup labels are also saved to help with United  Methodist Con-

ference missions. 

Have you tried the United Methodist Men’s peanuts? Four to five times a year, the men gather in the 

kitchen to cook peanuts to sell in quart jars. The proceeds are used to help several organizations. East-

er baskets are prepared and delivered to shut-ins and yard maintenance is provided to Heart Havens. 

The Boy Scouts receive donations and money is given to help defray the cost of utilities in the church. 

Also, they’ve been known to donate to a special K account to benefit someone. 

“Honduras” cont’d from Page 1 

 

For example, 

this year the 

team witnessed 

the emotional 

r e un i o n  o f 

Zenaida, one of 

t h e  F O B     

nurses, and 

Soany, a young 

girl the nurse met the first time FOB visited this 

community. Zenaida had taken this beautiful little 

girl into her home for two months to get her weight 

up and give her the nursing care she needed to  

become healthy.  Soany learned to walk while in 

Zenaida's loving care.  The child has Down         

syndrome and neither her parents nor anybody else 

in her community knew how to take care of her or 

what she could learn. 

The Warwick Memorial MMMT starts each one-

day clinic by explaining to the community that we 

are there as representatives of our church that  

supports us with prayer, supplies, and funding.  We 

also share the message that we are there because 

God loved us first and we are responding in love 

towards all the children of God.  Then we pray for 

God to bless the clinic and we also offer to pray 

with individuals. 

 
2014 Proposed Operating Budget 

“We have time, talents and treasures 
which are gifts from God. Our stewardship 
is simply giving back a portion of each to 
God, as best we are able.”                  
                          WMUMC Volunteer 

$695,000 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
‘Who should I send? Who will go for Us?’ 
I  said:  ‘Here I am. Send me.’” ISAIAH 6:8 


