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Harvest Times 

The 54th Denbigh Day Parade and 

Festival, sponsored by the Denbigh 

Lions Club was held on September 

21st and Warwick Memorial UMC 

was excited to participate!! Some of 

our members started their day 

very early in the morning continu-

ing our tradition of serving break-

fast to our firemen, policemen, and 

first responders in our Celebration 

Center. Left-over food was even 

delivered to some of those who 

were unable to attend. Our 

WMUMC “bus” was the float in the 

parade that travels from Denbigh 

High School turning right onto Old 

Courthouse Way and ends up in 

the Ferguson parking lot. Puppets 

greeted the crowds lining the 

streets from the open windows of 

the bus, while over 20 volunteer 

church members and Upward   

family members carried signs rep-

resenting all the ministries of the 

church and gave out candy to those 

along the parade route. This was a 

great opportunity to witness to the    

community where we worship.  

Our double booth was set up on the 

grounds of the Community Center 

on Old Courthouse Way. Many   

festival attendees took advantage 

of having their faces painted, hair 

sprayed with different colors and 

playing a “Pick-Up Ducks” game 

for prizes. Pastor Bert mingled, 

was able to meet and greet many 

Denbigh residents and gave a lot of 

prizes away!! Visitors to the booth  

See “Denbigh Day” on page 2 

Reaching Out to the Community . . . 

October 27, 2013 

New Pastors Bring New Ideas . . . 
At Warwick Memorial we have 

been challenged by our pastors 

to “run the race” of  evangelism, 

and they want to be active   

partners in our efforts.  Have 

you ever tried to encourage peo-

ple to come to church but found 

them unreceptive?  Pastor Bert 

and Pastor Gina can help!  

They’ve offered to contact per-

sonally anyone we would like to 

invite.   

The cards our pastors initiated, 

describing our three services on 

one side and a schedule of 

events on the reverse, can be 

handed out to both guests and 

prospective visitors.  In addi-

tion,  we can encourage our 

tech-savvy friends to check out 

our pastors’ frequent, thought-

provoking posts on Facebook 

weekly emails and continuous 

updates to the website. 

 Our Sunday bulletin states 

that we are now in the “Church 

Season of Nurture and 

Growth”-- a season which     

focuses on “developing a deeper 

understanding of Christian  

discipleship.”  We give thanks 

for our pastoral leadership as 

we seek spiritual growth in the 

life of our church and in the 

community at large. 

W a r w i c k  M e m o r i a l  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

On  You r  Mar k .   Ge t  S e t .   GO !  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

After the first church burned in 1931, 

Warwick met in a school until funds 

were raised to build a small one-room 

frame building church in 1932.  

There was no insurance on the 

church that burned and the                

congregation was small. 

It wasn’t until 1950 that ground was 

broken for a two-story cinder block 

structure which housed a sanctuary 

and Sunday school rooms.  After the 

present Sanctuary was built in 1962 

that building came to be known as 

the “white building” and was used by 

many community organizations     

including Denbigh United Christian 

Outreach (DUCO), Boy Scout troops 

and AA meetings.  The white build-

ing was removed in 2005 to prepare 

for the Celebration Center addition.   

The story continues next week. . . . 

    

 

 

 

 

     The White Building, 1950 - 2005 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, 

this is the time for annual   

renewal of our commitment 

to WMUMC’s ministries.  

From James 2:14-19, we are           

reminded of the following: 

“To have a life of service in 

ministries, is to have faith; 

To have faith is to have a 

life of service in ministries.” 

As part of the “Go” portion 

of our current worship     

series, you will find this           

newsletter available  for 

four Sundays.  Each edition 

will share verses of the    

Bible and stories of Christ’s 

followers in the life of our 

church family.  Each week’s 

theme is stated below, and 

the current theme is         

underlined to introduce its 

news.  As future editions 

a r e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e              

ye l lo w  h igh l igh t  i s            

relocated to the theme for 

the week. 

 Week 1 - October 20 - Laity     

Sunday (Service of Celebration) 

“Caring for each other” 

 Week 2 - Oct 27 - “Reaching, loving 

winning people f rom local         

community” 

 Week 3 - Nov 3 - “Making a       

difference through mission - away 

from our local neighborhood” 

 Week 4 - Nov 10 “Living faithfully 

through our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service, and our    

witness” - Pledge Sunday 

       All issues will be available on line! 

Almost 3/4 of a Mile of Cookies . . 
When Anne Greene and Lahoma Hart          

organized the first Cookie Walk 13 years ago 

as a fund-raiser for United Methodist       

Women’s missions, the church had no idea the 

annual event would grow into the famous   

Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church’s 

COOKIE WALK and BAZAAR!  

At first, the community was invited to share in 

the fun of selecting their purchases from     

hundreds of homemade Christmas Cookies.  

Through the years, some talented and creative 

people also donated handcrafted gifts and    

decorations, as well 

as other homemade  

yummy things from 

the kitchen to be sold 

on the same day.  

This led to a crafters 

group that meets 

regularly throughout 

the year to work on 

items together for the 

sale. The love and laughter mix with the glue and 

glitter to make for great fellowship! 

See “Cookie Walk” on Page 2 
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“Denbigh Day” - Cont’d from Page 1 

were encouraged to pick up literature, a complimentary Bible and to talk about 
the activities taking place at Warwick. A “Movie Night” basket with movie     
tickets, pizza gift card, popcorn and candy was given to a lucky person whose 
name was drawn by Pastor Gina at the end of the day.  
All in all, it was a lot of work for valued volunteers but a great opportunity to 
showcase our church, make new friends in our community and tell of God’s Love!! 

men, including those with no church 
home, as well as those from more than 5 
different churches.  The participants--and 
more importantly, their wives, families, 
and co-workers--will testify that the    
program has impacted the men’s faith, 
their daily lives, and their families.  
Without such positive changes, why 
would typical, “commitment phobic” guys 
invest a couple hours a week for 20 weeks 
over a period of 3 years?!  Through it all 
God has “shown up” over and over again 
in amazing ways!  
 

An alumni group, “Brothers of Christ,” 
has been formed for those who have   
completed the first 3-year cycle.  This 
group provides fellowship, growth,      
support for the Men’s Fraternity, and  
opportunities for service to others.  
 
To learn more, visit the Men’s Fraternity 
page under the Get Connected section at 
www.wmumc.org. 

In search of new and dif-
ferent ways for men to 
participate at      Warwick        
Memorial,   members Ger-
ry Mingee and Dick At Lee 
began looking for a quality 

program that would speak to men where 
they are;  challenge them to live “up” as 
men,  husbands, and fathers; and encour-
age them to become re-involved in the life 
of the Church. The Men’s Fraternity pro-
gram fit the bill. 
 

Consisting of 3 year-long studies (The 
Quest for Authentic Manhood; Authentic 
Manhood: Winning at Work and Home;  
and The Great Adventure) the program 
involves weekly sessions that combine 
teaching and small group interaction.  A 
midyear retreat also allows for focused 
time on relationships and faith             
exploration. 
 
Our first 3-year cycle involved over 30 

“Ambassadors Through Music”    
  
    Warwick Memorial’s favorite quartet,      
“4 His Glory”, offers songs that energize 
the audience, causing foot stomping,     
clapping and a lot of smiles.  Their   
music soothes the audience with the 
sprit of the Lord, causes audiences to be 
thankful to know the Lord, and lifts    
up the love of the Lord in joyful praise.   
 
                          
                                         

They have shared their inspirational   
music with our congregation, with 
groups in the local community, and  
taken their talent as far away as South 
Carolina to proclaim the good news 
through music. 
 
     Included in the group are Ken Jones, 
who arranges their selections and                
accompanies the group on the keyboard, 
singers Dave Amaker, Brad Kiehner, 
Roger Lett, and Lynn    Stockberger, 
with Ryan Williams   playing the bass 
guitar.  On occasion Ryan adds the    
cello or Roger dazzles everyone on the 
trumpet.  They never fail to entertain 
and bring joy while serving God with 
their special gift of musical talent. 

     Raven Elizabeth Woods was 
among a group of teens who were 
selected to tour for 2 weeks last 
summer with “Voices Of Youth.”  
They performed in 12 communities 
across Virginia from the Eastern 
Shore to the Blue Ridge Mountains          
proclaiming the love of God through 
song.  They also enjoyed mission 
opportunities like visiting with the 
children at Camp Rainbow in 
Blacksburg.  Asked about her      
favorite memory, Raven said,  “I 
loved that people saw Christ in us 
as we shared our music with them”.   

The Carpenter’s Class 
The Carpenter’s Class at WMUMC is a Sunday School 

class for all who experience mental or developmental     

disability.  The class welcomes anyone regardless of age or 

religious background.  It is our desire to offer all people 

the happy experience of learning about God and receiving 

the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  At Warwick 

the class members have a class to call their own and they 

have wonderful friends  with whom to worship.  Notice 

that our name is spelled “Carpenter’s” in the singular.  

That is because we are Jesus’ class.  We chose our name 

because we belong to Him and because He was taught by 

His father to be a carpenter. 

     The seed idea for the class came from a desire to      

include in our congregation families whose members    

experience mental or developmental disability.  When 

there is no welcoming place for those with disabilities, 

families feel that they are not welcome.  It became obvious 

that there were those in our church community who were 

not attending because there was no place for their        

disabled family members. 

     Our first meeting was on Mother’s Day 1999.  Over the 

past fourteen years we have welcomed many people to the 

class whose family members have become actively        

involved in a variety of church activities.  The church is a 

powerful place in the lives of our class members. 

     Each class session includes prayer, Bible study,     

sometimes crafts or drama, and always worship.  Mary 

Ellen Cochrane teaches the class.  She enjoyed a long   

career in speech/language pathology where she worked 

with those who had mental developmental, medical and 

behavioral issues.  Class lesson plans sometimes come 

from the “Bridges” curriculum published by Cokesbury. 

     The class members would be delighted for you to visit 

on any Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour.  

We guarantee that you will enjoy our class! 

     To learn more, visit the Sunday School section at 

www.wmumc.org. 

“Cookie Walk” cont’d from Page 1 

We expect hundreds of people from the community to come through our 
doors on December 7.  With the help of the whole congregation, we plan to 
fill tables with over 1200 dozen delicious cookies and a huge display of 
handmade and homemade treasures,  peanuts, plants, and food.   
That is what the shoppers might be coming for . . .   
. . . but also, with the help of the whole congregation, we want to offer a 
welcoming smile, the excitement of Christmas, a sense of appreciation for 
their presence, a comfortable experience, and the opportunity for          
connection and acceptance.  That might be what someone really needs!  

 

HELP WANTED:  Builders of   
connections and relationships.  Must 
have heart for hospitality, kindness,  
compassion, and   making  disciples. 
Positions always open; rewarding            
returns.  Please call 877-2270 to talk 
to Pastor Bert or Pastor Gina. 

Cartoon by Garekai Johnson © 2013 

Garekai is a member of our Carpenter’s Sunday School Class  

Make A Deposit . . . . 

Let the Children Come… 

     At Warwick Memorial, we are happy to invest in activities and ministries for children and youth.  Their 

Christian education is of great importance to forming their lives and we care deeply about children’s    

happiness and safety. 

                                But wait….if we pay attention, we could learn a lot from our children! 

     At the Youth Kick-off for the new school year, there was a great turn out of  12 regular members plus  5 

visitors!  They played challenging games and enjoyed plenty of pizza, while getting to know each   other in 

an atmosphere of fun and friendship. Faith Vincelette invited her good friend Rebecca because she is 

“proud of her church” and wanted her friend to share in the experience of UMYF.  The kids in Children’s 

Fellowship often bring other boys and girls to share fun times while they learn about the love of Jesus. 

Our children are not embarrassed to ask their friends and neighbors to come to Vacation Bible School – in 

fact, there were over 100 children that attended this past June!   

     The feeling of trust and being accepted is evident in the Upward Sports programs where all kids are     

encouraged to play and cheer with confidence and good sportsmanship.  Prayer and devotions are part of 

the program and several families have found a church home here at Warwick Memorial. The Early     

Childhood Music School (ECMS) not only develops children’s musical skills but offers families the         

opportunity to learn about our church. 
     Reach out.  Don’t be afraid.  With childlike confidence, invite a friend to come and share the loving,   

learning, growing and serving through Christ.  

WMUMC Opens It’s Doors 

Weekly to Many              

Community Groups: 
Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts 

AA and Spanish AA 

TOPS (Weight Loss Support Group) 

Sewing Group 

Special Olympics Soccer or basketball 

Spanish Bible Study 

Yoga 

Upward Basketball and much more 

Special Olympics would have no place to play 
soccer or basketball if WMUMC did not offer it’s 
facilities. 

Generations of Generosity  

 

     Our church has a history.  From the first 
group who met in a home to worship together 
until  today, with our abundance of ministries,         
activities and responsibilities, our faithful      
disciples have responded to needs for                
financial   support.                                                                      
 

      At the October 17 Church Council Meeting, 
the 2014 requested budget was approved.     
Warwick Memorial is determined to “plan      
forward”, building on our past.  As we continue 
to grow and    expand our ministries, our budget 
is carefully and responsibly planned to support 
God’s work.  
 

     Our pastors are coming to us with “fresh 
eyes” and see the possibility for a more effective      
outreach ministry.  They envision the addition of 
a part-time staff member to accomplish our 
goals.   
    

     The proposed Community Liaison        
Representative would look beyond the walls of 
WMUMC.  This means asking the local         
community questions, such as:  How do you see 
us?  What are we to you?  Where is God in your 
view?  Through these conversations, needs would 
be identified and responses developed with our 
church’s resources.  Possible needs are health, 
spiritual, emotional, education, security,         
financial, grief, and loss issues.  Others may be 
to help the elderly, and persons living alone. 
This work will help our church respond to the 
changing character of Denbigh in the love of 
Christ so we as a church are relevant to our 
neighbors and invite them into a relationship 
with God.  By engaging some of our church laity 
under the leadership of the liaison, we may have 
opportunities to witness and evangelize,         
allowing us to live into and be about the        
business of changing the world.  


