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Christian Believer Bible Study: Week 2 
6-8pm 

 
Week 2: Wednesday September 12, 2012 

 
• 6-6:10pm: Welcome and Overview of the Night, Prayer 
• Who is God and why do we need God? 

 
~ God as Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 6:10-6:40pm 
Who is God? 
God the Father? -  We studied this in week one, the 2 accounts of creation 
in Genesis 
 
God the Son 
* Jesus Christ 

- HWK ?: When did Jesus Christ come into existence? 
- Answer: Jesus was always with God because Jesus is God, John 1:1-
5 

• What do we know about Jesus Christ in reference to the Trinity of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

• Jesus was human and divine: Philippians 2:1-11 
• Since there is no absolutely clear teaching about both the humanity 

and divinity of Christ the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 451) declared 
what became orthodox Christian teaching: See worksheet 1. 

• Where is Jesus right now? Mark 16:19: Jesus seated at the right hand 
of God.  

• If Jesus is on God’s right side how can Jesus be with us today? 
- God is everywhere. This is a Holy Mystery (UM Communion 
Liturgy). 
 

God the Holy Spirit 
* HMWK?: When did the Holy Spirit come into existence? 

- The Holy Spirit has always existed because God is three persons in 1. 
- Genesis 1:2: The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters… 
- Genesis 2:7: God breathed into man and gave him life, this is what he 

Holy Spirit does for us  
- H.S. + Mary made Jesus: Matthew 1:8 
- Spirit descended upon Jesus after baptism: Luke 3:22 
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- Jesus promised he would leave the disciples with an advocate, the 
Holy Spirit (John 14) 

- After Jesus was resurrected he breathed the Holy Spirit onto the 
disciples: John 20:22  

- The Holy Spirit came to everyone else on Pentecost…Acts 2 
- Where is the Holy Spirit now? In our hearts 
- Having the H.S. in our hearts is how we can turn away from sin…the 

H.S. is God within us. 
- What should we do with the Spirit? 

- Matthew 28: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 
baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. (The Great Commission) 

 
The Apostles Creed: A Statement of our faith 
The affirmation of faith most widely used by United Methodists. The 
Apostles' Creed derives its name from its use in the Christian church from as 
early as A.D. 150 and the early belief that it was used by the apostles. 
Beginning in the third century, this creed was used at baptisms by the 
Roman Catholic Church. Through the years it has been used widely by both 
Roman Catholics and Protestants as the formative statement of the faith into 
which Christians are baptized. 
 
Look at the Apostles Creed in hymnal, 881 
 
“Maker in Whom We Live” pg. 88 hymn written by Charles Wesley 
about the Trinity, 1707-1788 
 
Why do we need God? 6:40-7pm 
- We are sinners in need of God’s grace 
     - “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans  
 3:23). 
What is sin? 

- The Greek word translated "sin" in the Bible (hamartano), literally 
means, "to miss the mark. 

- “Sin is our act of turning away from participation in the divine 
Ground from which we come and to which we go. Sin is the turning 
towards ourselves, and making ourselves the center of our world and 
of ourselves.” (Paul Tillich) German-American philosopher and 
theologian 
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- Genesis 3: The first sin, we talked about this last week. Romans 5:12: 
we have all sinned…sin came into the world through 1 man 

- Read 1 John 3:4, "Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, 
and sin is lawlessness." Sin is lawlessness. God has revealed to us His 
law or will. The Bible is the final authority on sin and its 
consequences.    

-  So, what is and what is not sinful?  
- Galatians 5:16-21 
- Exodus 20 
- Also includes sins of omission: (James 4:14-16)  
- The Apostle Paul explains sin: Romans 7: 14-25 

~~~~ If we are all innately sinners then how can we not sin?!~~~~~ 
- We can’t, this is why we need Christ 

 In the Article of Faith VIII from the BOD, it says Humanity is 
 incapable of doing good works  “without the grace of God by  Christ 
 preventing us.” 
 
 ~~~Jesus Christ : Through Christ we are Accounted  Righteous 
Before God 7-7:10pm~~~~~   

-  “We are accounted righteous before god only for the merit of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by faith, only, is a most 
wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort.” UM Book of 
Disicpline (p. 61) 

- Look at John 3:16 and what other theologians have written 
(worksheet) 

- Christ was the “satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world…” 
(bod, 64) 

- When Jesus died on the cross we received forgiveness and grace 
and were put back into a right relationship with God  

- It is by the grace of God that salvation is possible 
 
~~~~~~Grace: God’s gift to us 7:10-7:40~~~~  

- What is grace? 
* prevenient: What God the Father does for us [something that 
comes before) 
- the grace that comes before (what prevenient means)…God 
outstretching God’s hand to us and asking us to accept it.   
- the love of god at work in our lives from the very beginning. 
- God is actively loving all of humanity. 
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- Outler: “The work of the Holy Spirit is resistible and that of the 
Father is not.” 
- grace convicts us of our sins and help us to repent 
Scripture: Genesis 1 
- God gave us the gifts of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
* justifying: What Jesus Christ does for us  

- Justifying grace pardons us and restores us back into right relationship 
with God. Justification is a change in humanity’s relationship with 
God 

- We are justified not by works but by faith 
- Scripture: Romans 3:28 
- By faith we grasp Christ’s righteousness, through which we are 

reconciled to God.  
- We are saved by grace through faith: Ephesians 2:8 
- Works are an outpouring of our faith 
- It is God who saves, but we must cooperate 
- salvation comes through this type of grace  
- salvation is a present reality 
- how sinners receive pardon, because Christ’s righteousness is imputed 

to that person 
- how spiritual life is restored! 
- justification comes after repentance!!! 

- repentance is a conviction of sin 
- knowledge of one’s own spiritual state 
- we continue to repent even after justification 

- Justification and sanctification happen simultaneously 
- When someone is justified at the same time they are sanctified, 

but not entirely sanctified. 
 
* sanctifying grace: What the Holy Spirit does in us [set apart] 
Scripture: Colossians 1:28 apostle Paul, we are going towards 
maturity in Christ 
- a process of cleansing and growth: when we are sanctified we are 
restored to our original nature, the one that God created us to be in the 
beginning 
- in sanctification, one grows to be more like Christ 
- “breaks the power of cancelled sin [and] sets the prisoner free  
- when righteousness is imparted to human beings 
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- freedom from the power of sin 
- inward holiness: faith in God 
- outward holiness: works that are outpourings of our faith 
- the transformation of the person from sin to holiness and growth 
toward having the mind of Christ (Christian perfection) 
 
*Christian perfection: Perfect love of God and neighbor, the only 
one who attained this in his lifetime was Jesus Christ 
- a process of our faith as we grow to full maturity in Christ  
- “having the mind which is in Christ Jesus.” 

- entire sanctification: a state of perfect love, righteousness, and true 
holiness (BOD, 69) 

- Scripture: 1 John 3:9 
 

Prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying grace are a process, when we are 
justified we are then sanctified 
 

- Go through homework of Acts 9 (7:40-7:50pm) 
- Give an example of God’s grace through the story of Paul’s 

conversion (Acts 9:1-19) P: God called out the name of Saul, J: 
baptism, S: Baptism 

- Describe these different types of grace: prevenient grace, justifying 
grace, sanctifying grace? See above 

- What is Christian perfection? Is it attainable? See above… 

- What does salvation mean? How would you explain it to a non- Christian? 
Our faith in Christ saves us from spiritual death and gives us eternal life with 
Christ. 
 

Give homework for next week 
 
Pray!!! 
 
 


