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CALLED TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

We Will Be Exploring Miracles During Lent Join us for Studies Each Week on Sunday and
Wednesday and Online on Thursday
The series is called Made for a Miracle: From Your Ordinary
to God’s Extraordinary. At some time in our lives, most of
us have prayed for or hoped for a miracle—an event that
seems impossible but is brought about by God’s transcendent
power. But when miracles occur, did you know that you have
a role to play? If that’s true, what’s the catch? What do we
have to do? What’s it going to cost us?
Our sermon series, Lenten studies and online reflections
from the pastors will examine the two components of every
miracle: divine action and human responsibility. For a real
miracle to take place, we must act with God, using whatever
gifts, talents, and abilities we have and directing them toward
God’s work. We need to follow the examples of Mary in the
birth of Jesus, Jesus’ followers when he healed them, and
Jesus’ disciples after he rose from the dead.
The companion book for this series is by popular author
and pastor Mike Slaughter who encourages us to use our
God-given gifts and talents for God’s glory, and get ready to
be made for a miracle. His book, Made for a Miracle: From
Your Ordinary to God’s Extraordinary, is available in print
and electronically from most book sellers. It is available
from the church office (limited supplies). Also, see page 5 to
learn more about the Lenten study classes and our “Miracle
Tea” Facebook live study.

So What is Lent?
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent
comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means
“spring.” The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the
wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing
to begin his ministry. Lent is a time of repentance, fasting
and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of
self-examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent
was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today,
Christians focus on their relationship with God, often
choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of
themselves for others. Sundays in Lent are not counted in
the forty days because each Sunday represents a “miniEaster” and the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with
joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.
Learn more at UMC.org.

Youth Fellowship Mission Fundraiser
Potato & Salad Bar
Join the youth in the Fellowship Hall today following
the 11:15 service to enjoy the Warwick Memorial
famous Potato and Salad Bar. All proceeds go
towards supporting the youth mission trips for 2018.

2018 Special Lenten Offering
Each year the Sr. Pastors discern worthy causes to
designate as our special Lenten offering. As you know,
Warwick Memorial has been working with the Friends
of Barnabas Foundation (FOB) to send medical mission
teams to Honduras for many years. This year our Lenten
offering will go to increase our support for the FOB and
the Honduran children they serve.
FOB has United Methodist roots. It began in 2000
under the direction of a United Methodist pastor,
Rev. Linwood Cook. FOB has grown quite a bit since
the beginning stages of dispensing Vitamin A and antiparasite medications to children in the mountains of
Honduras. You will hear more about how FOB has
changed lives in Honduras in the coming weeks.
One of the ways for churches and organizations to help
is through the Community Partnership program. This
program allows us to sponsor one of the villages that
receives medical care from the FOB Community Health
Program. The cost of sponsorship is $3250 a year. If just
60 members of WMUMC donated the equivalent of an
average primary care co-pay of $25 for two doctor’s visits
a year, we could easily meet our goal of helping kids in a
remote village of Honduras receive BASIC medical care.
The picture above is from a clinic we visited in 2017 - this
is what medical care looks like in a remote mountain
village and the clinic only comes to the village once every
six months.
To make a donation to this program, you can use your
Lenten offering envelopes; you can write a check and
mark “FOB Lenten Offering” in the memo line; or
you can give using your Credit Card or Bank Account
through our WMUMC App - look for the Community
Partnership box with the picture of three adorable little
boys on it, the app will walk you through the next steps.
Return to this spot next week and find out more
information about the village we hope to sponsor.
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WMUMC Things of Interest . . .
New Financial Peace University Classes
Begin on March 4th

What if you could be debt-free with an emergency fund of
3–6 months of expenses saved, all while investing for
retirement and planning for your family’s future?
Sound impossible?
It’s not! With Dave Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University,
you CAN take control of your money.
If you’re interested in learning more about the class, contact
Jim Corliss at jascorliss@cox.net because we’re offering it at
Warwick Memorial UMC just for you starting Sunday night
March 4 at 5:45pm in Room 10.
To register, visit our Facebook events or daveramsey.com/
FPU to purchase your kit by February 26th. Please email Jim
Corliss, class
leader, to let
him know you
plan to attend.
Children are
invited to
participate in
our Children’s
Fellowship
programs
during class
time.
Contact Jim at
jascorliss@cox.net.

One City Marathon

On March 4th, our city will again host the One City

Marathon, a 26.2 mile footrace tour through Newport News.
That morning, the route for the race will impact traffic
closest to the church from 7:45am through about 9:30am.
Police and Military personnel will be stationed at
intersections to allow cars or runners through (runners
have the right of way).
Old Courthouse Way, Hoopes Road
and the part of Denbigh Blvd closest to
the church should not be impacted. To
learn more about the marathon, which
is a qualifying race for the Boston
Marathon, visit onecitymarathon.com.
THRIVE Peninsula is one of the two
charities who will benefit from the One
City Marathon fundraising this year.

BOY SCOUT MULCH SALE
Warwick Memorial’s Boy Scout Troop 6 is selling and
delivering bagged, brown, hardwood mulch for $4.75 per
bag. You may place orders now and the mulch will be
delivered the weekend of March 24. Delivery is limited to
Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg and
York County. To order you may fill in and mail a paper
application that you may pick up in the church office and
include a check made out to BSA Troop 6 or you may order
on the scout WEBSITE at bsatroop6nnva.com, click on the
MULCH LINK shopping cart and pay through PayPal. The
minimum order is 5 bags. Scouts are available to help spread
the mulch for a donation. Please arrange this when you order
the mulch. Contact John Botelho at nntroop6@gmail.com or
757-618-1906 with questions. This is one of our scouts’ major
fundraisers and donations are welcome and appreciated.
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Craft Day

This Tuesday, February 20th, and every third Tuesday of
each month, join us in the Fellowship Hall and help us
prepare for the 2018 Cookie Walk and Bazaar. Everyone
is welcome to join us to work on craft projects, enjoy
fellowship and lunch (bring something to share). Come
join us, there will be plenty for everyone to do. We gladly
accept donations of craft items (currently looking for sea
glass, drift wood, denim pockets from old jeans, glass salt
and pepper shakers, and small clay pots). Funds from the
annual Cookie Walk and Bazaar help support various
ministries in our church and beyond.

Paint Night - Save The Date

Our 3rd annual Paint Night@
WMUMC has been scheduled for
Saturday, March 10th in the Fellowship
Hall. Space is limited to 30 people.
Signup here www.aware3.net/form/
OAFeFK3 or on the link on the app.
Cost is $31 per person and helps
support the 2018 Red Bird Mission
team.

Hands Across the City Upcoming Events

Join us on Saturday, April 7th beginning at 10am to visit
Courthouse Green to canvass the community for our work
day on June 2nd. We will meet at the Celebration Center to
be given supplies and maps of the area. We will work the
community until approximately 12 noon. This is
something everyone can do, so
please sign up on our app or this
link - www.aware3.net/form/
TT9YVxx.
More details on the June 2nd work
day will be available soon. To learn
more about our Hands Across the
City mission project at Courthouse
Green, please contact Pastor Peggy.

Church Work Day - April 14th

Save the date of April 14th for our annual church spring
work day organized by our Trustee Team. We will work
from 9am to 2pm to help freshen up the facility, clean the
grounds, do some minor repairs, etc. If you would like
to volunteer, please let Jim King know by emailing
facility@wmumc.org or calling the church office at
877-2270. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.

Lost and Found

We have a lost and found box in the Children’s Sunday
School wing. If you have lost any thing over the last year,
please look there to see if we have it and claim your lost
item. Anything still in the box on February 28th, will be
taken to CHKD. Thank you.

We Need Your “Gently Used”
Jewelry for a Fundraising Sale
Do you have costume jewelry you no longer use?
Declutter your jewelry box and help raise money for a
good cause!
Following the services
on March 18th, the
United Methodist
Women will have a sale to benefit the Virginia Beach
Justice Initiative, which works to prevent human
trafficking in the Hampton Roads area.
Just place your jewelry donations in baggies to
prevent tangling, and drop them in the designated box
in the Narthex (or in the library mailbox in the church
office.) We have extra baggies beside the
donation box in case you need them.
If you have questions, please contact Dorothy ScottWrenn, Sherri Staples, or Beth Stabnow.
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Our Children & Youth . . .
Children & Youth Fellowship Groups
Children and Youth are invited to participate in our
children’s programs on Sunday evenings from 5:45pm to
7:30pm Check the church calendar for exact details each
week.
The JAM (Jesus And Me) Time Kids (pre-K) meet in
room 28.
The M&Ms (Magnanimous and Mindful) (children 1st to
5th grade) meet in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information on JAM and M&M’s, please contact
Sharon Ellis at cutygrgal@cox.net, 872-8495.

The Youth gather in the Youth Room, room 23. We

welcome all youth grades 6 through grade 12. Contact
John Evans at youthweb@wmumc.org or 876-5610 cell/text.
Follow the youth events by visiting their website at
WarwickYouth.org.
Pick up brochures on the welcome stands in the Narthex
and Gathering Area to learn more about these programs.
A snack supper is provided for all age groups (unless
otherwise noted from week to week). Parents can assist
with meal preparations or donations, so please contact
Sharon Ellis (cutygrgal@cox.net) or John Evans
(youthweb@wmumc.org) for more information on how
to help.

All kids Pre-K to Grade 5 are
invited to our Celebration
Center on Sunday mornings
at 10:10am for Sunday School
opening. Kids gather there
first for music and video fun,
then go to their classrooms with their teachers. We start in
the Celebration Center with a short video before moving to
our classrooms. Remember to invite a friend to church
and Sunday School.
Each month the kids study a new Bible verse and children
can collect Bible Bucks for different assignments, tasks, and
positive behavior each Sunday. Every third Sunday is
“Sunday Funday.” Please encourage your child to invite
friends. Feel free to speak to any Sunday School leader if
you have any questions.

Sunday School Classes (educational wing):
1st and 2nd grade meet in room 18
3rd, 4th and 5th grade meet in room 14
6th and 7th grade meet in room 16

We also have Youth Sunday School available each week.
Grade 8 and up meet in the Youth Room (room 22).

Carpenters Class

Easter Egg Hunt - Fun for All!

March 24, 10am – noon.
For all children, toddlers to
5th grade (and the youth are
welcome to volunteer). There
will be crafts, decorating
cookies and hunting for
hidden eggs. A special photo spot will be available to
capture some fun memories. All activities will be in the
Celebration Center and outside - rain or shine! Mark your
calendar now. Fliers will soon be available for you to share
with friends and family.

“Rolling River Rampage”
2018 Vacation Bible School

Fun for Kids
in Sunday School

Being planned for
this coming June.
Registration will be
available soon for
kids K through 5th
grade. Youth are
invited to volunteer.
There is always
a need for adult
participation - men
and women are
encouraged to help
out during this week
of fun!
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Sharon Ellis (872-8495).

For those who have children with special needs, please
visit us in the Carpenter’s Class, room 30 across from the
nurseries, from 10:10am to 11:10am on Sunday mornings.
This includes people of any age from six through young
adults. The class teachers are Kathie Watkins and Marilyn
Gardner.

Mentors Needed for All God’s Children
Summer Camps

On March 18, Lori Smith, the director of All God’s
Children will visit WMUMC and will speak during the
Ripple Effect time and then give more details during the
Covenant Class Sunday School hour. All God’s Children
is a Methodist sponsored camp for children with an
incarcerated parent. The closest camp to us is just across
the James River Bridge and meets June 17 (9AM) - June
22. Other camps include Camp Overlook, June 24-29 and
Occohannock on the Bay, July 29-Aug 3. The only personal
cost to volunteer is $20 for a background check. Youth, 16
and over, are invited to participate as junior counselors.
Mentors do not lead activities but provide supervision,
companionship and compassion to the children. They
assure the children that God loves and cares about them
in the midst of their struggles. Camp activities include
swimming, nature crafts, Bible study, boating, fishing, ropes
course and lots more! Come and learn more about it and
how you can help.
If you have any questions, please contact Jim Rogers at
68eagle@cox.net. He volunteered at the camp last year.

Our infant and toddler nurseries (Room 25 and 26) are open during worship,
Sunday School, and many scheduled events. We offer professionally trained
staff for children birth through age 4. Please ask a greeter, usher or pastor for
directions to the nursery. Please do not use the nursery if your child is sick or
running a fever, in consideration of the other children and families. Childcare is
provided as part of our ministry and there is no fee.
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United Methodist Things of Interest. . .
There is a Calling 21 Intern Who Needs Us

Our Leadership Team has voted for us to apply for a 2018
Calling 21 intern. We believe this program gives WMUMC
the opportunity to be part of a transformational journey in a
young person’s life. The Calling 21 program gives the
candidate an opportunity to explore questions of call, service,
leadership and meaning and we get to be part of shaping the
experience for the intern.
The cost for this program is $3500 and is not included in the
2018 church budget. We are asking you to consider making
a special donation to support this opportunity of changing a
young person’s life.
* Write a check to the church and designate Calling 21
in the memo line and drop it in the offering plate
* Use the WMUMC app and click on the Calling 21
Intern button and give using your credit card
* Or use this link www.aware3.net/form/WCXuU2x
and make a gift using your credit card (you can choose
Calling 21 Intern fund after you put in the dollar
amount.)

2018 Lay Servant Academy March 2-4, 2018
4H Educational Conference Center – 775 Hermitage Rd.,
Wirtz, VA - retreatatsmithmountainlake.com/
New classes this year and fantastic worship!

The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who
are not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church. “The
mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping
its local churches for ministry and by providing a connection for
ministry beyond the local church; all to the glory of God.”
All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to

take one. Each course is designed to help those serving
the local church learn more about leadership, personal
faith development, and a deeper understanding of the
United Methodist church.
Courses are designed to support those seeking to become
Certified Lay Servants and Certified Lay Speakers.
Encourage your friends and church leadership to come
and learn!

Council of Bishops Announces Campaign
for Racial Justice

ACT Now! United to End Racism campaign will launch
April 3, 4 and 5 in Washington, D.C. The United
Methodist Church is joining other churches through the
National Council of Churches USA to bring thousands of
Christians to the Mall on Capitol Hill on April 4 for a rally
and kick-off event. There will also be a worship service the
evening of April 3 and organized visits to legislators on
April 5. All United Methodists are encouraged to attend.
More information coming soon. Stay connected with the
Council of Bishops at www.umc.org/cob.

Bishop’s Gathering Addresses Race and
Reonciliation

Bishop Lewis has called a Convocation on Race and
Reconciliation on Saturday, April 14, 2018, at Annandale
United Methodist Church. The convocation will empower
participants to become life-long learning disciples who
will be able to conduct the difficult conversations we all
need to have related to issues of racial division, justice, and
God’s call to ministries of reconciliation and peace.
It will begin with registration and a continental breakfast
at 8:30 a.m.. and end with Communion at 3:45 p.m. Lunch
will be served. The keynote speaker for the event is Romal
Tune, whose ministry has impacted the lives of thousands
through examining their own lives and stories in
transparent and honest ways; in short, to “help hurting
people find healing.” Visit vaumc.org to learn more and
register.

Faithful Aging Conference - April 24

The theme for the Faithful Aging Conference will be
“Always a Place at the Table” on Tuesday, Apr. 24 at
Williamsburg UMC in Williamsburg. At the event you
can network with exhibitors and other faith communities,
share ideas and talk about how to address opportunities
and changes as society ages alongside local church
congregations. Questions can be directed to
MStokes@pinnacleliving.org. No registration is necessary.

Visit vaumc.org/2018LSA to learn more and to register.

Volunteer Opportunities . . .
We will host PORT from 2/28 to 3/7

PORT (People Offering Resources Together) is the week of
February 28th to March 7th. If you feel that you have been
called to help, please contact Jim King through the church
office at 877-2270 or facility@wmumc.org. We have many
different areas for volunteer help. In December we began a
new opportunity “PORT Community Chats” and we invited
our PORT guests to come and “chat” about a different topic
each night. Volunteers are needed to moderate the class
along with a pastor each night. You can find out more by
submitting your interest to volunteer here - www.aware3.
net/form/bmNpU4O
PORT is a program in our area that works with partner
churches to offer overnight shelter and food to homeless
men, women and children during the winter months from
November through March.
Don’t delay and miss out on a blessing to serve those in
need at this time of the year.

Last Week’s Numbers . . .
Attendance 2/11/18

8:30am - 64
9:00am - 201
11:15am - 50
Total Worship: 315
Sunday School Attendance: 143

Volunteer Opportunities
Offering Counters Needed

We are in need of 1 or 2 counters to help with the 3rd and 4th
Sunday offering counts after the 11:15am service. This oncea-month commitment is a way of serving your church.....
computer experience is not necessary but helpful. To learn
more, contact Warner Williams at 817-5934.

Sanctuary Ushers/Greeters

Are you a good greeter, like to meet new people? Then you
may want to consider volunteering on the Hospitality Team.
We are in need of additional ushers for the 11:15am service.
If you would like to know more about this position, then
please contact Gene Osborne at 875-1183(H) or 272-6674(C)
Greeters are also needed before and after the worship
services to welcome guests. Please contact Donna Cox
(825-9820) for the 8:30 service or Linda Brooks (872-9185)
for the 11:15 service if you are interested in being part of the
Hospitality Team.

Did You Know???
In 2017, WMUMC gave the following to THRIVE Peninsula:
* 4,450.5 lbs of food (that’s 3,708.75 meals)
* 499.56 Volunteer Hours
* $3,280
* and a whole lot of prayers
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Studies, Lent and More . . .
Blessed Mess Evening Group Helps Disciples
Grow
Tonight, our evening class continues with the series called
“Grace Is Greater”. Based on the book by bestselling author
and pastor Kyle Idleman the study part of our gathering
works to lead us toward an understanding of grace that
is bigger than our mistakes, our failures, our desire for
revenge, and our seemingly impossible situations. Through
powerful stories of grace experienced, this study will help
you truly grasp God’s grace . . . even if the Christians
around you have failed to live it. Group runs from 5:45 to
7:30. Potluck on Sunday, just bring a no stress dish to share.
Here is the schedule:
2/18 - Group Meets - Greater than Brokenness
2/25 - Group Meets - Greater than Your Wounds
3/4 - Group Meets - Greater Than Your Weakness
Please sign up on our FB group if you need child care.
More evening classes will be made available during the
year. Watch here for more details.
For a complete listing of all the regular Sunday School
classes offered for everyone of all ages, please pick up a
Sunday School brochure in the Narthex and the Gathering
Area on the welcome stand. Feel free to speak with one
of the pastors or a greeter to learn more about our Sunday
School classes.

The Sanctuary for Lent
You may have noticed the chrysalids placed around the
sanctuary. Here’s why. I once heard that Lent is like a
chrysalis . You go in a caterpillar, you come out a butterfly
and in between the going in and coming out a lot happens.
We are at the beginning of Lent ready to go into the safety
of the chrysalis. I like to imagine my chrysalis wrapped in
the warmth of God’s love, taking the time to be quiet and
still and allowing the miracle of life to happen within and
around me. It is a time to ask myself what I need to let go
of and a time to think what I need to say yes to. So for the
next six will you choose to be like a caterpillar and allow
God’s transformative work in you to become a beautiful
one of a kind butterfly?
Thank you, Linda McLawhorn.
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Two Lenten Studies Available On
Wednesday and Sunday
“Made for A Miracle”
Are you aware that you have a role to play in Miracles?
During our Lenten journey this year we will offer two
6-week Lenten Study classes:
* Join Pastor Gina and Pastor Peggy on Sunday
evenings beginning 2/18 at 5:45
* Join Rev. Carole Stockberger on Wednesday
mornings beginning 2/14 at 9:30am.
This study will teach you how to use your God-given gifts
and talents for God’s glory and how you can be made for a
miracle!
The Made for a Miracle study by Rev. Mike Slaughter
parallels our Lenten sermon series and examines the two
components of every miracle: divine action and human
responsibility. For a real miracle to take place, we must act
with God, using whatever gifts, talents, and abilities we
have and directing them towards God’s work.
Childcare will be available as needed for the Sunday
evening class, but not the Wednesday morning class. The
student books will be available from the church office for
$15 (call 877-2270 if you need to reserve one). Or you can
buy a Kindle version from Amazon for $9.99.
Please sign up here www.aware3.net/form/ynXycFw, under
the sign-up button on our WMUMC app or through our
Facebook link.

“Miracle Tea” Thursday Facebook Study

In addition to our Lenten Studies, join Pastors Gina and
Bert on Facebook Live for Miracle Tea every Thursday at
1 pm during Lent. They will brew up a lively discussion
about miracles and more in these short conversations.
You can be part of these, too, with comments and
questions welcome. Visit our website for the link to our
open Facebook page, and you do not need to join
Facebook to watch. Starts this Thursday!

Annual Lent Photo Project . . .
Lent Has Begun
Will you join us in sharing a photo-a-day?

As we journey through this season of Lent, some will
choose to give up something. Some will go about their
lives as if it was ordinary time. Some will choose to be
more reflective. Some will take something on.
Whatever your practices this season, will you join this
photo-a-day challenge and share with the community
how you perceive each word of the day? No explanation
needed. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words.
Tag us on your instagram photos with @rethinkchurch
or on twitter [@umrethinkchurch] with
#rethinkchurch.
You don’t have to be a great photographer. This
project is more about the practice of paying attention
and being intentional rather than using the right
filter or getting the perfect shot [though we totally
encourage you to get creative!]. If you don’t have
Instagram or Twitter, we’d still love for you to share
your photos. Just share them on your facebook page
and tag us #WMUMC, or post them on our facebook
wall, in the comment section for each day.
Let’s do this 40-day journey together, sharing
glimpses of our lives with one another. Let this be an
intentional time, even for a few minutes a day, to
pause, remember and reflect.
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Expand your Spirit Through Prayer . . .

Household Prayers
Morning

God of ancient covenants, your steadfast love and faithfulness are still new
every morning. I thank you that I can begin this day in the confidence of
your abiding love and unending mercy. Help me to treat others— family,
friends, coworkers, classmates, and even strangers— with love and mercy
in our encounters today. When I disappoint or am discordant, help me to
show love to others. Open my eyes to the places, people, and circumstances
in which your kingdom has come near. I pray in the name of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, my Savior. Amen.

Evening

God of peace, as the day draws to a close and the evening draws in around
me, I think of the creatures of the earth that also seek rest in the hours of the
night. You love them even as you love me, and your covenant faithfulness
covers all of us. So, with the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, and the
tiny ones who burrow in the ground, I offer you all thanks and praise: for
your unending goodness; for the beauty of our home, the earth; for your gift
of life instead of a deserved destruction. As your colorful bow now rests in
the clouds, so may we color the earth with the ways of peace until all
creation rests with you in completeness. Amen.

Sick? Going to Hospital?
If you are hospitalized, planning surgery, or have become ill, please
contact the church office at 877-2270 or by emailing
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org. If you have an urgent situation,
please call or text our care line at (757) 509-7611 or the church office
at 877-2270 (9am to 5pm). If you are going to the hospital, please let
us know the date, time, and hospital where you will be receiving care.
Due to HIPAA regulations, the hospital will not automatically inform
the church of your hospitalization.

Prayer List

Please pray for those at home, in the hospital or care facility: Fran
Shaffer (York Convalescent Center), Jane Guthrie (St. Francis),
Harry Fisher (The Newport), Caroline Blume (St. Francis), Carol
Hollingsworth (St. Francis, Room 1), Anne Greene, Jane Goetz, Beverly
Mayeaux, Marguerite Proffitt, Lynn Davenport, Bill and Helen Brady,
Eleanor Lucento, Pat Kennedy, Connie Moran, Linda Henderson,
Carlton Purgold, Sue Kelley, Jean Shaffer, Joe Gindhart, Ruth Ritenour,
Ken Jones, Kevin Panchision, Jackie Orr (York Convalescent Center),
Marvin Hill (Barbara Amaker’s brother), Laurie Lasher, Bob Corliss
(Jim and Anne’s son), and all who are grieving or sick.
Deployed Armed Forces: CWO3 Michael Kreider, Collin Proctor
(on a ship near North Korea).

Faithful Help Available

Warwick Memorial is proud to partner with The Peninsula
Pastoral Counseling Center (peninsulapastoral.org), a nonprofit
organization that offers professional counseling and consultation
in a faith context. Trained to integrate the gifts of behavioral
science and of faith, Peninsula Pastoral Counselors care for
people who are struggling with marriage or family tensions,
anxiety, depression, spiritual distress, and workplace issues.
They treat adults, adolescents, and children, and they work
within the financial means of their clients.
To learn more, check with a Pastor or call (757) 873-2273.
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Your Guide to the Latest at WMUMC . . .
Today
8:30am Sanctuary Service
9:00am Lampstand Service
10:10am Sunday School
11:15am Sanctuary Service
12:30pm Youth Potato Bar (FH)
5pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
5:45pm Youth Fellowship (Youth Room)
5:45pm M&M’s Children’s Fellowship (FH)
5:45pm JAM kids (Rm 28)
5:45pm Blessed Mess Evening Class
5:45pm Lenten Study (Library)
8pm AA (Rm 20)
Monday, February 19
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
6pm Upward Basketball Practice
6:30pm Boy Scouts Troop 6/Cub Scouts
7:30pm Praise Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, February 20
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
9:30am Craft Worskshop (FH)
10am PAA (Rm 27)
6pm Upward Basketball Practice
6:30pm Children’s Ministry Mtg (Rm. 16)
7pm Mens Fraternity 33 Class (Rm 27)
7:30pm Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 21
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
1:15pm Staff meeting
4:45pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal
7pm BFFC Meeting (Rm 10)
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 22
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
9:30am Provisional Elders Mtg (Library)
10am PAA (FH)
1pm Evangelism Team Mtg (library)
6pm Lampstand Planning Team (Rm 10)
7pm Serve Team Mtg (Rm 27)
Friday, February 23
Meals on Wheels (pick up location)
6pm Yoga (CC)
Saturday, February 24
8am Barbara Liddick Circle Retreat (Oyster
Point Clubhouse)
9am Special Olympics (CC)
11am Upward Games (CC)
6pm AA English Speaking
For complete calendar please visit the website at
wmumc.org and contact Jim King at
facility@wmumc.org for room availability and
reservations.
Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions is
Tuesday at 12 noon.

Warwick Memorial
UnitedMethodist Church
Rev. Gina Anderson-Cloud, Co-Sr. Pastor
pastorgina@wmumc.org
Rev. Bert Cloud, Co-Sr. Pastor
pastorbert@wmumc.org
Rev. Peggy Langille, Associate Pastor
pastorpeggy@wmumc.org
38 Hoopes Road
Newport News, VA 23602
WMUMC.org | 757.877.2270
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Church Leaders Hear Way Forward Update
By Heather Hahn
Feb. 12, 2018 | ABIDJAN, Côte d’Ivoire (UMNS)
An international group of United Methodist leaders heard more
details on three possible models for how the church
ministers with LGBTQ individuals.
Three participants in the Commission on a Way Forward
presented an update on their work to four denominational
leadership bodies holding a joint meeting in this western
African country.
Together, the four groups have members who span the
denomination’s global membership and theological spectrum.
Many came from central conferences — church regions in
Africa, Europe and the Philippines.
Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco (left) presides over a meeting of the United Methodist Committee on Central

The update marked the commission’s first public presentation to Conference Matters in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. At right is the Rev. Deanna Stickley-Miner.
a multinational group that includes a number of delegates to the
2019 special General Conference — the lawmaking assembly that has final say on what direction the denomination takes.
The roughly 75 church leaders heard from retired Bishop David Yemba, one of three bishops serving as commission
moderators, as well as commission members retired Bishop Rosemarie Wenner of Germany and Hortense Aka of Côte
d’Ivoire.
“Pray, pray and again pray,” Aka exhorted the church leaders in French. “This is very important for the commission.”
Right now, there are three very different possible church futures on the table.
Wenner provided an overview of those three frameworks with a bit more detail than offered previously. The commission
has named the three options.

The Traditionalist Model:
This possibility would affirm current church restrictions related to LGBTQ individuals and aim to add more accountability
for enforcement of those restrictions.
The Book of Discipline, the church’s policy book, says the practice of homosexuality “is incompatible with Christian
teaching” and lists officiating at a same-gender union or being a “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy member as chargeable
offenses under church law.
“Accountability is the big headline on this model,” Wenner said. “And those who say this is not for us, as a group of people,
as a conference, as a local church or whoever, would be asked to leave the connection.”
The Centrist Model:
This possibility would remove the Book of Discipline’s restrictive language and allow more freedom for United Methodists
to set policies around LGBTQ inclusion, according to their own contexts.
Conferences individually could choose whether to ordain openly gay clergy, and local congregations could decide whether
to allow same-gender weddings, Wenner said.
The model also would specifically protect the rights of United Methodists whose conscience will not allow them to perform same-gender weddings or ordain LGBTQ people.
“We think no one has to make any decision at all,” she said. “They can just continue their journey as they are now.”
The Multi-branch Model:
This possibility would create multiple branches of the
denomination “operating under one roof,” Wenner
said.
The branches would share one General Conference,
which would have responsibility for overseeing shared
services such as certain general agency functions. Under the denominational roof, there could be a branch
that wants to maintain the current Book of Discipline’s
language, a branch that favors a more local approach
and a branch that wants full inclusion of LGBTQ individuals in all parts of their fellowship.
Wenner added that central conferences — church
regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — could
be their own branches under this plan.
Members of the United Methodist Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters gather for Communion at Canaan
United Methodist Church in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. Consecrating the elements is Bishop Benjamin Boni (center). Photo by
Mike DuBose, UMNS.

All three models would come with a way for churches
to exit the denomination. Wenner acknowledged that
no single option would please everyone.

The Rev. Amy Lippoldt of the Great Plains Conference asked the presenters if the bishops planned to narrow down the
number of plans or submit all three potential models for General Conference to hash out.
“General Conference is at an impasse, which is why we asked for this whole process,” she added. “I am concerned about
three models continuing and keeping us at that impasse.”
Yemba, the commission moderator, basically told her it was too soon to tell what the Council of Bishops would do.
Earlier, he said the bishops do not plan to issue a report on their recommendations until May.
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“I can tell you the commission did not present a preference among the models,” said Yemba, who lives in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. “It is not the commission who decides.”
A number of people at the meeting from Africa and the Philippines shared Lippoldt’s worry about what might happen if all
three plans head to General Conference. Whatever the body receives, the delegates will have a chance to refine.
The meeting brought together members of the General
Conference’s Standing Committee on Central Conference
Matters, the Ministry Study Commission, the Committee on
Faith and Order, and the Connectional Table.
While many wanted the bishops to pick one plan, they differed
on which one.
Betty Katiyo of the West Zimbabwe Conference said she
personally would prefer that the church would simply vote on
whether it accepts same-sex practice or not.
“We cannot say we are global and let one branch do what it
wants,” she said. “At the end of the day, people view The
United Methodist Church as one church.”
Napoleon Adamu of Nigeria told UMNS he worried that
changing church policies would weaken the denomination’s
presence in his home country, which has outlawed the practice
of homosexuality.

United Methodist Bishops Laurie Haller (right) and Harald Rückert serve Holy Communion
during worship at Canaan United Methodist Church in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. Members of the
Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters worshipped at the church during a break
from their meeting in Abidjan. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

“Another denomination tried doing that, and they were criticized from various angles,” he said.
Jorge Lockward, an openly gay member of the New York Conference, had a different take.
“I have this question in mind: Which of the proposals helps us best — all of us — in the journey forward,” he said. He saw
the second or third plans as allowing church members to stay together even as their understandings change.
The Rev. Jay Williams is the senior pastor of Glide Memorial United Methodist Church, a large, multiethnic church with
many openly gay members. He is also a member of the Queer Clergy Caucus, an unofficial advocacy group in the
denomination. He laments that he is “seen as a problem.”
“Instead of being celebrated as created in God’s image, LGBTQ people are batted around as an ‘issue’ that threatens to
disunify The United Methodist Church,” he said.
“But the Spirit is alive. And the Word of God — Jesus Christ — sets
us all free to live abundantly and authentically. I dream of a church
that truly embraces liberation, unconditional love and justice for
all.”
Katiyo said she regretted that the debate had absorbed so much of
the denomination’s energy and threatened to divide its international
fellowship and ministry.
“Either way you go, you’re going to lose someone,” she said. “The
question is: Are you willing to live with the decision you make?”
However, the Rev. Michael Nausner, a United Methodist from
Germany now working in Sweden, sees hope in the 32-member
Commission on a Way Forward itself. Like the denomination they
serve, the United Methodists on the commission bring together
varied nationalities and views. Three commission members are
openly gay.

Bishop Benjamin Boni (center) raises hands with Bishop Gregory Palmer (left) and the
Rev. Phillipe Adjobi during worship at Canaan United Methodist Church in Abidjan, Côte
d’Ivoire. Members of the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters worshipped at
the church during a break from their meeting in Abidjan. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

“I have only heard a powerful witness of covenanting and hopefulness from the commission,” he said. “Maybe they can be a
model.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for
United Methodist News Service. Contact
her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@
umcom.org. To read more United
Methodist news, subscribe to the free
Daily or Weekly Digests at umcom.org.

United Methodist Bishop Harald Rückert (right) joins traditional dancers from Nazareth United Methodist
Church in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, during a cultural celebration at Canaan United Methodist Church in Abidjan.
The celebration was part of Sabbath activities for members of the Standing Committee on Central Conference
Matters meeting in Abidjan. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS. Photo by Mike DuBose.

