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Katie Barker-Tanner was born with 

an autoimmune condition which, 

over the years,  caused severe liver 

damage.  By 2012 it was apparent 

that Katie, who now lives in Idaho, 

would need a transplant.  When 

tests revealed that Katie’s sister, 

Crystal,  was a potential match, she 

was closely monitored for over a year  

in order to qualify as her sister’s  

donor.  The transplant program at 

the University of Virginia offered the 

best chance of a successful outcome,  

but this meant numerous trips for 

Katie from Idaho and for Crystal 

and her parents Cindy and Lee 

Skaggs from Newport News.  To   

assist the family, our congregation 

held several fundraisers including 2 

Dino’s Pizza nights and established  

designated accounts so that       

members could make individual  

contributions to Katie and Crystal.     

On May 30th both girls underwent 

lengthy surgeries.  A series of pain-

ful and frightening complications 

required Cindy to spend 52 days in 

Charlottesvi l le  with her      

daughters, and  Lee to travel 

back and forth as frequently as 

he could.  The recovery process . . 

See Katie on Page 2 

 

A Family Who Shares More Than Love 

Laity Sunday, October 20, 2013 

New Pastors Bring New Ideas . . . 

     Once again Warwick Memorial 

is “pioneering” a new concept! We 

are the only church at present in 

the Virginia Conference to have a 

husband and wife  serve as co-

pastors.  We are blessed by their 

teamwork in every endeavor and by 

their ability to build upon each   

other’s wealth of ideas.  Their     

enthusiasm is  contagious, and we 

already see invigoration and       

renewed commitment throughout 

our congregation. 

     Gina’s experience in planting a 

new church has brought enrichment 

and growth to our Lampstand    

ministry.  In our sanctuary services, 

Bert’s dynamic style engages us and 

draws us in as active participants in 

worship.  In addition, their 

“Warwick Weekly Word” study,  on 

Thursday mornings, previews the 

text for the upcoming Sunday’s 

sermon, which enhances our     

experience of God’s Word. 

     Through the coffees and    

luncheons they initiated, they 

have been able to meet and       

interact with over 1/3 of the     

congregation.  Their frequent 

emails and Facebook posts not 

only promote our current          

programs but also challenge us to 

innovate - to find even more      

effective ways to reach out to the 

community at 

large.  We are 

i n d e e d        

fortunate to 

be led by - and 

to partner 

with - this 

“ a m a z i n g 

duo”! 

W a r w i c k  M e m o r i a l  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

On  You r  Mar k .   Ge t  S e t .   GO !  

“We continue to be blessed 

through prayers, visits,      

letters, cards, hugs,             

encouragement to persevere, 

and financial support”           

DID YOU KNOW? 

Warwick Opens its Doors 

Warwick Memorial started as a 

Methodist Society in 1868 on    

Mulberry Island which is now 

Fort Eustis.  The first church 

built on the present location 

was dedicated on October 9, 

1921. The name chosen was 

Warwick Memorial Episcopal 

Church South. Cost of the new 

church was $7,000.00.  On   

September 26, 1931, the church 

was struck by lightening and 

burned beyond repair. History 

of church will continue next 

week. 

   Warwick Memorial  1921-1931 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, 

this is the time for annual   

renewal of our commitment 

to WMUMC’s ministries.  

From James 2:14-19, we are           

reminded of the following: 

“To have a life of service in 

ministries, is to have faith; 

To have faith is to have a 

life of service in ministries.” 

As part of the “Go” portion 

of our current worship     

series, you will find this           

newsletter available  for 

four Sundays.  Each edition 

will share verses of the    

Bible and stories of Christ’s 

followers in the life of our 

church family.  Each week’s 

theme is stated below, and 

the current theme is         

underlined to introduce its 

news.  As future editions 

a r e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e              

ye l lo w  h igh l igh t  i s            

relocated to the theme for 

the week. 

 Week 1 - October 20 - Laity     

Sunday (Service of Celebration) 

“Caring for each other” 

 Week 2 - Oct 27 - “Reaching, loving 

winning people f rom local         

community” 

 Week 3 - Nov 3 - “Making a       

difference through mission - away 

from our local neighborhood” 

 Week 4 - Nov 10 “Living faithfully 

through our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service, and our    

witness” 

       All issues will be available on line! 

Watching the Future of our Church Grow . . . 

  

Have you noticed the         

renewed enthusiasm of our 

children and youth during 

the past year?  Have you seen 

the pictures of their great 

activities and missions on the 

bulletin boards and on       

Facebook? You are seeing the 

future leaders of our church 

d e v e l o p i n g  a s  t h e y             

participate in the programs 

that lead them to Love, Learn, 

Grow and Serve through Christ. 

We have wonderful, dedicated  

volunteer leaders who are working 

hard to give our young people the 

foundation they need as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. They have built 

an outstanding program by        

devoting their time, talents and 

energy for our kids!  

See “Youth” on Page 2 . . . 

Give Something -  

       Receive Something 

Caring for Each other 

Volunteers – Givers of Time and 

Talent 

The Church, like no other place, 

o f f e r s  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f                

opportunities to use the talents 

God has given – to give back -- to 

share and care for others. 

By blending each of our own  

special gifts and unique abilities, 

we mix with our church family to 

nourish many in special ways.  

Whether a teacher or a coach; a 

painter or a gardener; an artist 

or a speaker; a greeter or a     

preparer of food – whatever your 

gift, it can be shared through 

your time and talent. 

See “Volunteer” on page 2 . . . 

 



To the Glory of God - Music Gives Life! 

“Katie” - Cont’d from Page 1 

has been difficult and still continues.  Crystal will need to travel to additional 

appointments at UVA Hospital; and for the foreseeable future,  Katie will travel 

from her home to Boise, Idaho three times a week for doctor’s appointment. 

     Cindy  has repeatedly expressed her thankfulness for God’s grace and for the 

ongoing support of our congregation.  She cites many ways in which she “knew 

God was there” throughout this ordeal.  As an example, she asked us to share 

with the congregation  the “miracle” that Katie’s doctor in Idaho was actually 

trained by the primary transplant doctor at UVA.  This bond between the doctors 

has been so important for Katie’s ongoing recovery.  Cindy says that she and her 

family continue to be blessed  by her sisters and brothers at Warwick Memorial 

through their prayers, visits, letters, cards, hugs,  financial support and encour-

agement to persevere.   

38 Hoopes Road 

Newport News, VA  23602 

WARWICK MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

In the Lampstand, music is a very           

important part of the worship experience. 

Music leader Kerri Hardwick is so talented 

and blesses everyone with songs of          

inspiration and praise.  Bill Fries recently 

answered the call to be the new drummer.  

In response to appreciative comments 

about his talents, he says the opportunity 

has been a blessing to him and a pathway 

to draw closer to his church and to God. 

Music will stir your soul when a song 

touches you personally. After hearing one of 

her favorite pieces, Stella Ramsey told the 

choir, “When Page started playing and the 

choir started singing, I got choked up!”  The      

beautiful piano arrangement, the harmony, 

and the meaningful message of Christ’s     

sacrifice for us ministered to her faith. We 

can all take the inspiration of music beyond 

our Sunday worship as we live our lives 

and share the good news with all the world. 

Israel’s King David in the Old Testament   

appointed Temple musicians, telling the    

people of God that “It is good to praise the 

LORD and make music to your name, O 

Most High..”  (Psalms 92:1)  The Christians 

of the New Testament were told in Ephe-

sians 5:18, “… be filled with the Spirit, 19 

speaking to one another with psalms, 

hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and 

make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 

always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

Here at Warwick Memorial, we rejoice to 

have children’s choirs, adult choirs, the 

Lampstand band and singers, 4 His Glory, 

instrumentalists, bell ringers, organists 

and pianists, and soloists - all sharing their 

gifts of music to glorify God. 

Contrary to what you might think, the      

children in the Cherub and Junior choirs 

are not lifting their voices in song merely 

for our enjoyment. Last Sunday, Sean,     

Lindzee, LeBron, and Aubrey were asked 

why they liked singing in the choir.  All 

four children said the same thing – they 

loved singing for God!     

Phone: 757-877-2270 
Fax: 757-874-1485 

www.wmumc.org 

E-mail: warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

A Simple Thank You . . . 

            God’s Work Among Us 

At times, our brothers and sisters in 

Christ need a loving arm around their 

shoulders.  Last year we had the        

opportunity to show generosity and  

compassion for a family in our church.  

About 5 years ago, Solomon Kissimbo 

brought his family to the United States 

from a refugee camp in Togo, Africa. 

Last year, a series of unexpected      

problems and needs made them         

desperate for help and our church    

members, together with DUCO, were 

able to get them back on 

their feet. 

His grateful letter of 

thanks was    translated 

from French to English 

by Melanie Thompson: 

Dear Pastor, Elders of the church, and 

dear brothers, sisters, and friends in 

Christ, 

A good and happy New Year to you!  It is 

an immense joy for me to belong to this 

church, which never fails in its            

assistance, material support, spiritual 

morale, and financial help during all 

my trials.  The whole church is behind 

me and in every way supports me 

without ever allowing difficulties to 

overcome me. 

I give my deep gratitude to the church, 

and the pastors, the elders, and 

friends in Christ Jesus for your so  

generous contributions to my family.  

Thanks to you and to God.  I share 2 

Bible verses with you all: Proverbs 

19:17…. “He who is kind to the poor 

lends to the LORD, and he will reward 

them for what they have done.”….and 

Matthew 10:42…. “And if anyone gives 

even a cup of cold water to one of these 

little ones because he is my disciple, I 

tell you the truth, he will certainly not 

lose his reward."   

Finally I would like to take this       

opportunity to wish the whole church, 

the pastor and the elders a good and 

happy 2013 with good health to all. 

  Ayité S. Kissimbo 
 

 . . . . Just another step in our journey to 

love one another. 

“Volunteer” Cont’d from Page 1 

“It gives me a way to enjoy sharing the talents and       

abilities that God has given me.”  WMUMC            

Volunteer 

‘As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 

good stewards of God's varied grace:’ 1 Peter 4:10  

 

“There is a spiritual sense of satisfaction to            

volunteer time and talent to the service of God and 

the church and it makes good the promise we make 

to use our time and    talents in serving God and the 

church.”   WMUMC Volunteer 

“Youth” cont’d from Page 1 

During this time of financial planning for the 

church, we share our vision to one day have 

part-time staff to support these vital          

ministries with resources and coordination to 

broaden the volunteer base to include more 

children.  Additional leadership,                

communication, planning, and doing would 

provide more continuity in growth from child-

hood to youth to active adult membership. 

This goal is an investment in children.  We 

need to grow our program to expand what 

God is doing here!  

 

‘Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for 

the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.’ 

Acts 20:28  

 

Empty Pews Near You? 

Bring a friend, family 

member or neighbor. 

Free blessings to carry 

away. 

No Charge to You! 

Caring and Sharing - Being Family 

At Warwick Memorial, there is a true family feeling – we care about and for each other!  For those who have 
known one another for many years, this is no surprise.  But for those new to the “family”, the warm greetings, 
handshakes, hugs, and sharing during the Passing of the Peace and Fellowship Time between services may be 
just what is needed to make them feel welcome and a part of the body of Christ. 
 
When the Prayer Warriors within our church hear about a need or a joy, it is lifted up to God by many caring 
friends through the electronic prayer chain.  Small groups pray together for all kinds of concerns at meetings and 
gatherings.  It is our privilege to partner with God in caring – He hears our prayers!  Our Respite Care group 
demonstrates hands-on caring and sharing when they assist the sick with transportation, food, and companion-
ship.  Membership Care faithfully keeps in touch with absent members and Flower Delivery volunteers offer a 
gift of beauty and a visit to someone who is homebound or in the hospital.          
                                                                                        
As we care for others, we are in service for God and we are blessed in return.  As a church body we strive to open 
our hearts, our minds, and our doors following Jesus’ teachings of “Love one Another”. 

O Faithful One . . . . 

SALE       SALE       SALE       SALE        SALE        SALE 

Cartoon by Garekai Johnson © 2013 

Garekai is a member of our Carpenter’s Sunday School Class  

What is Laity Sunday? 
A special Sunday established by the General Conference to be 

observed on the third Sunday in October. Laity Sunday focuses on 

the celebration of the ministry of all lay Christians.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV

