June 6, 2010 " Sunday after Pentecost  SeriesThe Journey
Galatians 5:1 Continues. Dedtination Freedom
et Free
For freedom Christ has set us free. Sand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of davery.

Set free. We are set free. That's what the Apd3#ul says our Lord
Jesus Christ has done for us. We are set fras.giieat to be free. Now
it’s up to us to live this life of freedom.

That's the path we follow as Christians. We at®fang in footsteps.
Christians following Jesus to the freedom of thassr

Why was the issue of freedom so important to Rahls concern for the
lives of people of the church at Galatia? Paul ea@aserned because
there were those among them who were insistingitiegt must follow
all the dietary laws, observe the feast and felstiakendar, and practice
the ritual and liturgy of the Jewish tradition irder to be Christian and
a true follower of Jesus. Paul says we are seffifioen the strict
following of the law—not only the law of the Jewishdition but any
understanding of our relationship with God thatependent upon our
action alone to somehow earn or deserve or acl@eds love for us.
Paul says Jesus died on the cross to set us @meeainy and all loyalty
to a culture that would provide for us any sensgetffjustification in
our relationship with God and our understandintifef You see, we
don’t earn this. We don’t gain this by our hardrkvand strong
determination. This is a gift. Our relationshighnGod is a gift. Life is
a gift.

These footsteps we follow, this path we travehesway of freedom.
We are set free. Every step we take is a step &amycontrol over our
own lives and our own destiny. Every step we iakestep closer to
turning our lives over to God through Jesus Chiigsting our destiny
to him.

We are set free. It's great to be free. Nowupsto us to live this life of
freedom.



| shared with the children this morning that | beé the chrysalis, the
cocoon that develops around a caterpillar that sékeits
transformation into a beautiful butterfly, is thesbillustration | know of
this truth. We say every Sunday here that theelflyttis a sign and
symbol of what?—resurrection and life. Why do we theat? Consider
the life of this creature of God. When that coc@formed, does that
caterpillar just stay there? No. It must beasésl to be free. How is it
released? It struggles and wiggles and shiftslengntil it is free. But
the creature that formed that cocoon looks so naiiféérent than the
creature that is set free. Butterfly! It cannetftee until it faces the
challenge of breaking out, gives itself fully tatreffort. But the new
life that comes forth, the freedom of flight andwlde, that is a gift. A
caterpillar, by its struggle, does not turn it$etb a butterfly; that a gift,

Brothers and sisters, we are set free. What werbedy the grace of
God is never by the effort of our own disciplinehard work or
determination. But when it comes to freedom, watwa experience
that life; we want to be faithful. We need to bekenged. That's why
you're here today, isnt’ it? We need to be chajésh

For example:

Are most of you fully satisfied with your prayefel? you need to be
challenged

Do most of you live as faithfully as you would like.you need to be
challenged

Are you the very best parent, grandparent, sorglitay, grandson,
granddaughter you can possible be, can get na lafte...you
need to be challenged

Are you the best student you can be? the bestavgdu can be? the
best boss you can be? Are you living your retireine the fullest
to the glory of God and the fulfilment of other&du need to be
challenged....

The church always walks a fine line when issuirag tthallenge, a

challenge we expect, respect, and ask from thechhuFhat fine line is

this: how can we appropriately challenge thosgsoivho need to be

challenged to grow, without at the same time makinoge of us who



are already at the place in our spiritual lives sehelationship with God
IS just right feel as if the church is saying yoa aot right with God at
all. To use the example of prayer life...the finelthe church always
walks with us is how to challenge those of you wieed to be
challenged to grow, to pray more, without at theeaime saying to
those of you who are already in a satisfying anidlad prayer
relationship with God that you're not praying enbu@Vhen the church,
when | as your Senior Pastor, issue the challemgeay and you are
already at a point in your own developed prayertifat you and God
are really OK, please do not hear the church, ddhvear me, saying to
you that you are not praying enough. The churohr pastors, always
just have to trust that you already know whether e praying enough
or not, so that when the church issues the chalémgrayer those of
you who aren’t respond to that challenge, and tlbseu are give
thanks to God for that gift you already share aray for rest of us to
know that joy too.

There is no other area of our Christian disciplgsthere this fine line
more starkly defined than in the practice of ouri§€ttan discipleship of
giving. You see, some of us need to be challengsane of us need to
consider seriously the call of the church to gengmiving, especially
now as we are invited to make a commitment to ew 8 year capital
program in support of our building fund—this is anderful
opportunity for us to respond to that challenggrtmw as givers, to
know that freedom that only those who practicesthietual discipline
giving while at the same time helping free the chuf debt. Some of
us need to be challenged in our giving; maybe nudiugs need to be
challenge; maybe most of us need to be challenyed. expect the
church, you expect me, you expect your pastorssigel that challenge to
spiritual. But, if you are already giving at adéthat you have
prayerfully committed to God, if you and God are (kease do not
hear the church, do not hear me, saying to younlmisiing that you are
not giving enough.



You see, we are set free. Whenever we choosegdis life of
freedom we grow, we become more mature, we trudtr@are, we
become more loving. It all becomes more natunalf Trusting God
every day, facing the future with confidence, bea@eace with life,
loving, trusting, giving...it all becomes more naluaus. We are set
free to be who we are.

Unlike a caterpillar that follows its natural liggcle in struggling
through the chrysalis stage and receiving theogiftansformation into a
beautiful butterfly, you and | have a choice. lanmyways it's pretty
comfortable inside that cocoon. It's great to kreovd experience the
love and acceptance of God, basking in the warmh@oad’s grace. But
we have choice. There is something we must dad ganwe are called
to struggle, to shift around, to take up spirifoigctices, to love one
another, to give and give generously, and accepthidut gift of freedom
which is the grace of God transforming us into theige of God in
which we were created. We are set free. We deawot what we
become, we accept it as a gift.

In this spirit we are invited to follow this pathdstep in the footsteps.
In this season of the life of our church, our caggition has laid before
us one particular path toward personal spiritusddiom through giving
that will set us free from debt and, if you take tiallenge to giving
seriously, will surely set you free from a cultuveere money holds us
all so captive.

Set free. We are set free--free to give, freeviothe life that is ours
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Follow these faotpr Stick to this
path. Live the life of freedom.

As the Apostle Paul says, “For freedom Christ letsus free. Stand
firm therefore and do not submit again to a yokslavery.”
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