November 22, 2009 Christ the King/Reign of Ch8ahday
Gen. 1:26-31 To Liveisto Give
Acts 20:35; Mt. 6:24

Do you remember what it was like? Do you remenvidezn life
was such a gift that you simply received it withjoDo you
remember when you were so confident of this gitifefthat you
knew you were in very good hands, held safely, isgin the
arms of God? Do you remember? You trusted thed, you
really did—your life was such a calm, confident trilist nothing
rattled you; you knew there always was enough éor 3nd
everybody else. Do you remember? Try to rememberhave
you forgotten? If you have forgotten, God wants yotry to
remember because your life and my life now is $erofull of
worry, anxiety, and wondering if there will be egbufor us, for
our children, and four our grandchildren for toneavr You gotta
try to remember because you don't live your likelthat
anymore—you don’t receive it as a gift but you téakeherever
you can get it.

Why are we children of God so overtaken by worrgl anxiety for
tomorrow? It's an old, old story—one with which ae very
familiar though sometimes it’s hard to remembenuee, life
didn’t always used to be like this. This is nat thay it was
originally created. This is just not the way Goddua it. Do you
remember? God wants you to remember.

In the beginning God gave life. That’s the staryhie book of
Genesis, isn’tit? In the beginning God gave lifge was the first
great gift. So the first point to be made todagasl gives and we
are. We are the result of God’s giving. In that giftife God
provided abundant provision. God made a world wiémnty for
everybody. God made a world of love, justice, grate. What a
marvelous gift this is. And God is so giving, genss, and
trusting that God gave to us the ability to credteg with God.
God invited us to the edge of creation in ordem®together to




make a world. But then that snake came along aiakl ‘sou will
not die (if you eat of the fruit of that forbidd&re); for God

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will beroguk and you
will be like God” And so we ate of the fruit that was forbiddes u
We chose then to provide for ourselves. We chog®$sess, own
and control creation and be masters of our ownrdeahd make a
life for ourselves. We were afraid not to—we bekieep for
ourselves or there won't be enough, or so we feafel we have
lived out of that fear ever since.

At that moment humanity centered life no longe!God but
sought fulfillment among the penultimate and urs$gitng
elements of the created order. In this tragicdatireation, a life
of abundance, sharing, and joy became an existdrsteuggle,
worry, anxiety, mistrust, greed, hardship, paird emustice. And
all that so that we could be like God!

We forgot, and we forget, th&od gives and we are.

To be like God is nato possess, own, and control

To be like God is to be giving, generous, and ngst
Furthermore we don’t have to ma&rything of ourselves to be
like God for that’s the way we were created—to hengj,
generous, and trusting people—people created inetyemage of
God. That image of God is still in us. It is ghd aside, off-
center, but it is still there. We are never realiyne until we are at
home in God. We are never really at peace untililvately
trust this God and become the giving, generouslpeep are.
That leads us to the second point this morni@oing is living—
that’'s the way we’re made.

Giving is living. Life is not found in how much weceive,
accumulate, or posses. You know, it is not onlg tihat “it is
more blessed to give than to receive,” it feelbtidt is of the
very essence of what it means to be human. Thaaeships that
define and enrich our lives are formed and sustlimé&ow much
we giveof ourselves to our trusted friends and lovingifam



members. The fulfilment and joy these relatiopstaive us is
pure grace—the abundant fruit of the gift of oue I that
relationship that produces for both far beyond tath is ever
given to the other.

God gives and we are
Givingisliving
From the time of the fall of creation God kept tigh giving.
Even though we turned our back on God, God, whavkrbat life
IS made not by the taking but by the giving, keéght on giving.
God gave a name and a promise to a man named Abram.
God called one named Moses to lead the peoplefout o
Egyptian slavery.
God gave a land flowing with milk and honey.
God sent prophets to warn, encourage, and correct.
God returned the people to the land following aqukof
exile in a foreign country.
God, time and again stepping into the midst of huimatory
delivering, restoring, loving, saving humanity fratself and from
our own desperate pursuit of meaning, value, armthwo life
everywhere else except in God.

The Christian story in this regard is the most mgwf all to us, is
it not? God has an only Son and God gives hini, dat more
evidence do we need that the very essence oslifegivingthan
the gift of God’s Son for our salvation? Jesusrahticome to
take, own, possess, and control creation—inde@dgstalready
his to do with what he wished. No! He gawell, gave it all even
to his own death on the cross. God gives and ae @iving is
living.

And on the third day in the resurrection from tlead is there any
doubt at all that a life of giving is forever? Goever stops giving
and we never stop living. A life of giving is fomer.



You want to live no longer in fear, anxiety, andriy@ GIVE
You want to touch the very secret of life? GIVE

You want to taste the very essence of eternityVEGI

Stop living your life thinking you have to possesan, control,
and somehow make a life for yourself. GIVE

Give your life more fully to God, in love to youarhily and
friends, in service to others, on behalf of therpdowntrodden,
and the victims of injustice. GIVE

About this time of year every year your church skawith you a
real secret, a real key to unlocking the powehdf truth in your
life. About this time of year Warwick Memorial Ctuln provides
you a wonderful opportunity to focus this truthoine particularly
important aspect of your life. It is one that Jesansidered
essential if you are ever to take up this spiritlistipline of giving
in a truly life-transforming way. There is no gearival for our
allegiance in this culture than money. It viedHHaman allegiance
so strongly in Jesus’ day that he called it mammo@aning
wealth or money, an Aramaic word for one of the@gipalities and
powers of this world that rivals God. “You cansetve two
masters: God and wealth.” In Jesus’ day and irday it is the
way to our heart. Nothing worries us more, mogsgais, controls
us, or manages our very lives more than moneyutraffluent
culture if we can ever learn how to handle this wedake a
significant step in our own spirituality—a step @o# our
relationship to God.

Through the years, as humanity sought to “try ¢l life of
giving that God created, people of God began toenaakoffering
to God as a systematic, regular and meaningfulessgon of
thanksgiving. The practice eventually developeihhe tithe
(10%) becoming the minimal customary measure afigial
response offered by the community. The peopleoredgd
generously because they believed they were uniqyikbd by a
generous God.



In this regard we become the benefactors of thdammsof the ages
as we center upon the tithe (10%) as a model, armalrstandard
or goal for us in our day. The first priority aficfinancial
planning ought to be the prayerful commitment spacific
proportion of our money for God. It is true thatessential first
step in our spiritual growth is the very exerciself of first
realizing what we give and then committing a regugstematic,
and consistent financial offering. Set aside gproon of what
God has given you. For some of us the tithe valblgoal we shall
grow toward. For others, whose resources aregrdhe tithe

will be an insufficient spiritual teaching—for gensity and
sacrifice will lead them to a higher goal. Butyedbout it, have
family discussions about it, and make a commitnoémat gift. For
to live is to give.

As you make your pledge today, I trust this wilt somply be an
exercise for the church’s Finance Committee tareste a church
budget for 2010. I trust this will not be an exsedoy which you
seek to affirm or discourage or otherwise influetiemission and
program of Warwick Memorial Church. The focus tpd@anotthe
need of the Church to receive, but the need oftver to give. |
urge you, | challenge you to make this a significgiap in your
own spiritualjourney
—to grow one step toward the tithe
—to give generously and sacrificially
—to be free of the allegiance to money so prevatentr
culture
--to no longer be overtaken by worry and anxietguab
tomorrow
--to live the truth deep in your heart
God givesand we are
Givingisliving
A life of giving is forever
Toliveisto give
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