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September 27, 2009 "1 Bunday after PentecostVe Believe in Love
Romans 14:17, Mark 1:15 that Changes Your Heart
Not Just Your Mind

What do we believe? Is there a distinctive United
Methodist character to our faith? If somebody asks,
“What does this church believe?”, what do you say t
them? You tell them, “We believe in love!”

Love. That's where we came from. That's where w
started. But whatever happened to us? When @&s&td fi
made us we were so happy. When God placed ug in th
Garden of Eden in the very beginning everything was
provided for us—there was plenty for everybody. We
walked closely with God and with one another th&here
was no tension, strife, or worry. And there catawasn’t
any hunger or poverty or war then. We just werardtle
for any of that. We were so happy then. Whatever
happened to us? What we experience now in lif@ighe
way we were made. Something has got to changa.wéa
ever get it back again?

John Wesley, the priest of the Anglican Church Eherch
of England) who over 250 years ago began the moweme
which became what we now know as the United Mestodi
Church, wondered the same thing in his own lifee kidew
we weren’t made for this. And he knew only Godldou
bring it back again. We were made in the imagéad—
the love of God was planted right in the centepwfhearts
in the very beginning. John Wesley knew what happe
to us in the Garden of Eden—it’s the same thing tha
happens to you and to me every day: you and ecenir
lives on other things, things that neither fulfibr satisfy.
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We push that love in us aside, we deny it, andose bur
center. We gave up on love and chose to clingdo. f

| learned this in a powerful way one day as | saheology
class at Duke Divinity School. Dr. Robert Cushman,
Professor of Theology at Duke, known for his veegpl
philosophical understanding of the ways of God, was
describing the fall of humanity as John Wesley usibed
it. Whatever happened to us? Dr. Cushman, oneeof t
most profound theologians of his day, cleared ltmgé&t and
recited for us a description of what happened tm tise
Garden of Eden
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall.
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men,
couldn’t put Humptytogether again.

Now, how in the world do you piece together a brokie
once it is shattered? How in the world can you @wece
back together a broken egg once you drop it? Howod
mend a broken heart? That's what’s wrong withisrst
it? Just when we thought we were right on toghefwall
In charge of everything without any help from Gaoa, fall
down go boom!

Brothers and sisters, we United Methodists, weehelin
love! Jesus said, “God is love.” So what doe&ldg with
a creation that has lost its center? What doess dovwhen
it has been displaced? Well, there are some thiragdove
does and there are some things that love doesondie
believe that as United Methodists. | want to sheth you
what we United Methodists believe love never does.



First of all, we believe love does not threatemghiten, or
scare you back into love. A God of love does roid fover
our heads the threat of punishment, evil, or natlisaster
to force us back into relationship. That is jusé dhing
that love does not do. You see, this love plantgte
human heart in the beginning—it’s still there. Waym
have forgotten it, it may be pushed aside, it may b
replaced with something else, it may be off-cerfiat,it’s
still there. That's what John Wesley discoverétiat
love, placed there by God, continues to call to-yaus a
love you can never forget. If you already follosaf then
fear is not going to win you back to love. Onlyéocan do
that.

Now this is not to say we don’t believe in sin. ,Nohn
Wesley looked at the sin of his day straight inglge. He
denounced slavery, exploitation of workers, chaldr,
economic injustice, unfaithful relationships, arnidize rest.
We stand firmly in that tradition. He knew thougmat it is
the heart that needs to change. Only love cangshan
heart. For this reason we believe God doesntotigcare
us back but, rather, God loves back to love, for God still
believes in love. That's the kind of God we United
Methodists believe in. We United Methodists begid¢vat
love never threatens, frightens, or scares.

Secondly, we believe that love makes you change you
heart not just change your mind. To believe isjasit to
understand in your mind or assent to a set oflettlally
objective truths. Life is not about simply adogti list of
correct “peliefs,” a list of correct beliefs or done that



4

John Wesley called by the name “orthodoxy.” Hekgpo

about this in his sermon called “The Way to thedtiom:”
Neither does religion consist on orthodoxy or right
opinions; which...are not in the heart, but the
understanding. (One) may be orthodox in everytpoin
he may not only espouse right opinions, but zedjous
defend them against all opposers; he may thinkyjust
concerning the incarnation of our Lord, concerning
the ever blessed Trinity, and every other doctrine
contained in the oracles of God. He may asseatito
the three Creeds...He may be almost as orthodox as
the devil...and may all the while be a great
stranger...to the religion of the heart.

United Methodism is not so much about doctrinetas i

about faith. It is more a matter of the heart thanatter of

the mind.

So, love never threatens, frightens, or scarese Lnakes
you change your heart not just your mind.

Third, love never gives easy answers to the haestopns
of life. It is always the very real temptation fae church
of offer the list of 5 beliefs or 7 spiritual lawghich, if you
simply assent to them, will make life whole, hapayd
reasonable. Itis always so much easier in the dathe
tragic death of a child or young person to say,d@eeded
him in heaven more than here on earth.” The rdwllyl
guestions of life always tempt us to find easy arsw
because the tension and the suffering in the fateese
guestions are just too great. But love never fallhat
temptation. Love knows that life is just not tkatple.
Love calls you into the midst of the challengeéfef
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armed with the faith and the heart of one who w@dtety
believes in love. When you believe in love you Wrieep
in your own heart that no matter what may happentat
may come love will always prevail.

We United Methodists believe that there are thihgs
love simply does not do. Love never threatenghtfans,
or scares. Love makes you change your heart sbyqur
mind. Love simply does not give easy answers édtrd
guestions of life.

If that is what love does not do, never does, whdtthat
love does? | believe John Wesley gave the chukay &o
that understanding when he thought carefully aboait
grace of God and described it in a very unique w4ds.
suggested one way to understand the depth andtbreiad
the God’s grace is to consider three aspects of our
relationship with God: God'’s relationship with atsthree
distinct moments: before we are born, when Gotbres
our relationship; while God is still working on uble
called the relationship God has with us before weebarn
as God’'spreveniengrace—qgrace that comes before; the
gift of love, the image of God in us that alwayis<t us
and urges us back into full relationship with Godg
innate ability to always know love. He called thement
God restores our relationship, the moment whenaye s
“yes” to God, an act of Godjsistifyinggrace. The
continuing presence of God with us when we arengstie
hard questions about life, John Wesley understoat t
continuing presence and relation with God wheregywesv
more and more in grace each day an act of God’s
sanctifyinggrace.



Sisters and brothers, God is love. Love made thrddw
Love made you. Whatever happened to us? We denied
love. We went our own way. We chose not to follead
anymore. We fell. We are broken. We suffer fram
broken heart. Only love can mend a broken hearrt.

Whatever happened to us? We used to be so h&qoy.
we ever get it back again? Yes we can. Becaisse it
always right here, deep in our hearts—that love ad,G
that image of God in which we were created.

And you want to know the really good news? Wheun yo
first said “yes” to God, God restored that lovelte very
center of your life. God gave that back to youndAhat
love in you, it just can’t help comin’ out sometisneLove
always prevails. That love in you can do anythihgve
can even put Humpty Dumpty back together again.

William G. Davidson



