July 19, 2009 7 Sunday after Pentecost A Touch of Wholeness
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

It was really starting to happen. What had beemld@ing all
along was really beginning to spread. Everywheseld went
the people came. In our text this morning Jesdshandisciples
were trying to sail off to a place to be by themsslto rest. But
when the people saw them heading that way theyduaurr
through all the towns along the shore and got these

Why were they so anxious to be with Jesus? Thewkhere
had to be more to life than what they experiencHue life most
of them knew was a life of scarcity, sickness, aasolation,
and death. It was a life so often cut off from Gdtwas a time
when more and more of the farming land was ownefkwwer
and fewer people requiring of most the paymeneaof out of a
family’s often meager harvest from which they ditéeeir
livelihood. They knew sickness. They knew poverthey
knew what it was to be separated from God. Ralgjio
requirements of purity and table fellowship kepdper
relationship with God so narrowly defined thatdalship with
God was severely limited to the fortunate fewillless made
you unclean, if your proper religious obligatiorutmbnot be met
due to physical disability or the limitations ofeagf poverty
prevented your proper sacrifice, you had no stapdefore God
and no respect in the community. For so many geibplas
nearly impossible to maintain a relationship witbd@t the very
time it was most difficult even to survive. Withig very real
threat to life at every level of existence peopleged for just a



touch of wholeness. They wanted to be whole. TKmew
there had to be more to life than this.

Then this man Jesus came along—one who spoke wstihowi
and compassion about the kingdom of God. He &&d t
kingdom of God is very near. He spoke with autiyabout
this. He had very little respect for the religiausie of conduct
and behavior that prevailed among them. Afterradlfouched a
leper, an unclean woman touched his clothes, arsdih@own
and ate with tax collectors and sinners, and baldiglared that
God loved them all. And he was not the |leastriféated by
their uncleanness and their sin as one would exp®tthe law
surely declared; rather it was by kosich that theyere made
clean.

No wonder they flocked to Jesus. It was from Huat they felt
the touch of wholeness in their lives for the firste in a very
long time—maybe the first time ever—and they just tatell
somebody. Yes, it was really starting to happem.no

Is it happening today? Do persons feel the todietholeness
in our day? Is God still bringing healing out liess, fullness
out of poverty, life out of death? Are peoplelstinde clean
today? How can you experience the touch of whaieaad,
perhaps more importantly, how can you shavdgth others?

The text says, “Jesus taught them many things."atilid he
teach them? What is he teaching you this morniRgght here
in the text is all the lesson you need to feel simare the touch
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of wholeness. | want to suggest that Jesus tabga lessons
about the touch of wholeness in life. So let Jésash you this
morning.

When Jesus saw that great crowd gathered to meetiino
were these people? Who were they? Surely amang tere
those lepers, tax collectors, sinners, and poldney didn’t look
to him like the unclean and disobedient who noweirecthe
punishment they justly deserve. No,
He had compassion for them because they wereHieps
without a shepherd.
He offered them what they had so longed for—a tafch
wholeness.

There it is the $lesson to learn if you are to feel and share the
touch of wholeness. Jesus sdighen your eyesto real need.
How often do we look at those around us, at on¢hanpeven
ourselves, and see only what our culture determses
acceptable, never seeing the real need there?attiv does
the culture in which we live judge acceptance? thnakes
persons “clean,” if you will, in our day? Whatewee may say
about it, the culture clearly praises wealth, powtatus, social
class, youth, and physical attractiveness as thikarsafor
acceptance today. In the eyes of the culture, dneyhe ones
who are at the very center of life. They are thesgiven all
the worth and value the culture has to give. Wi ¢eft out?
The poor, the weak, the marginalized, the lowess;l¢ghe old,
the physically less attractive. If there’'s any sfu@n in your
mind about this, which would you rather be: wegalfhowerful,
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upper class, young, and healthy or poor, weak, H@zss, old,
and sick? The Gospel says whomever the cultursiders
unacceptable and less than worthy is the one imwlesus
finds real need. “Open your eyes,” Jesus sayggdbneed.”
The ones left out, discarded, count out by theucelt Jesus®1
lesson is open your eyes to real nredldat’s the first thing you
have to learn if you are to feel and share theltamfavholeness.

That what Jesuwas doing—keeping his eyes open to real need.
And the news was spreading far and wide. It wasagping so
far and so fast because Jesus gathered some ffolksdahim
whom he loved, taught, and trained to share Gad's With
others. And they have just returned from thestfmissionary
journey where Jesus had sent them out 2 by 2 tmoaslemons
and heal persons of their diseases. And so tlteydlist like
Jesus, they went out in defiance of the religicasecof conduct
and behavior of the time. They touched lepersuticean
brushed up against them, they sat and ate withdbectors and
sinners. And neither were these friends of Jadested by the
uncleanness and sin of those whom they reachdwbrrat was
by their touch that all those folks were made cleBg their
ministry people felt the touch of wholeness. Jelkiesnds were
sharing the Gospel of love in a powerful and cordrsial
way...and it was upon their return from their vergffir
missionary journey that they are called for thstftrme
“apostles”—'sent ones.’

Do you see what is beginning to happen here? atee s
predictable, and reliable world of the religiou#twre was



turning upside down. It was spreading so far anfhst by
Jesus’ design. Yes, it was really starting to leappow.
Wherever he went, into villages or cities or farthgy laid
the sick in the marketplaces...
People everywhere felt the touch of wholenessamtidst of
their shattered lives. Those who had been exclimlesb long
from life now have a place right in the middle loét
marketplace. Jesus had so affected the cultut@tiwaities of
the marketplace shifted to the real need of refééisng people.
Those who had been excluded so long from life navera
place right in the middle of the marketplace. Vhey center of
economic and social life of the people was tramséat into a
place to meet real need. Jesus and his apostesoraffected
the culture that even the priorities of the marlaate shifted to
the real need of suffering people.

That's the 2*lesson you see that Jesus teaches to those who
want to feel and share the touch of wholenessopen your
eyes to real need"®make a place to meet the need.

Warwick Memorial examples. Our youth made a place i
Montana working with home construction and reh#&ddibbn as
they return home tonight. Our Honduras missign though
delayed, will make sucha place. Yesterday we nagolace in
our Celebration Center for the Yard Sale sponsbyed
Children’s Ministries to benefit non-profit groupisat support
children. And | can’t wait for a “Cookie Walk,” honly for the
delicious treat but also for the place we will médethe benefit
of others. The English Language Learning Lab makelsace
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here to meet real need. And | have just receatlyned that our
congregation was not able to host PORT (housinghier
homeless) until the completion of the Celebrati@m@©r. As a
matter of fact, | also have just recently learrteat bur
Celebration Center was designed to incorporatengbru of
features specifically with our hosting of the hoess in mind!

And so the ministry of Jesus and his apostles émple to make
a place for real need right in the middle of thekagplace. God
will not stop until we make more and more of thpkees again
right in the midst of life. God will never give wmtil meeting
real need like this is no longer unusual but ouy veay of life.

Jesus said®lopen your eyes to real need.

2" make a place to meet the need.
What is the 8 lesson you must learn to feel and share the touch
of wholeness? Listen to the rest of the text agwl the cries of
the sick in the marketplace:

They begged him that they might touch even thgdrof

his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
What must you learn after you open your eyes tbread then
do all you can to make a place to meet that neafthat is left to
learn then? What do you have to do after that?eWlou have
done this much already are you not eager to lezdrda
everything that Jesus wants you to do?

| have good news for you this morning and it istigere in the
text. All you need to learn after you open youe®to real need
and make a place to meet iléavetherest to God. All they
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need to do is touch just the fringe of his cloa# &od meets the
need. You don’t have to dmything else. God does the rest
through Jesus Christ. It is then that you feel stmare the touch
of wholeness, purely by the grace of God.

Surely you can do that. Can you not leave thetoeGod?
That's the wonder and power of the Gospel of J&dusst.

It was really starting to happen. Wherever thepggbsf Jesus
Christ is proclaimed and heard it happens againag@ath and
again. And when you truly open eyes to real neske a place
to meet that need, and then leave the rest to y&admay just
find his cloak brushing up against you. Thanks$d&od.

William G. Davidson



