
GOSPEL	OF	MATTHEW	
	

CHAPTER	THIRTEEN	



Read	Ma5hew	13:1-9	

Ma#hew	takes	the	parables	of	mark	and	expands	them	
•  Parables	are	addressed	to	the	crowds	with	asides	to	

the	disciples	
•  Parables	do	not	alienate	
•  Helps	gets	truths	across	to	even	simple	minds	
The	term	parable	covers	a	variety	of	forms	
•  Stories	drawn	from	life	or	fic@on	to	illustrate	one	and	

only	one	point	
•  Example	stories	
•  Brief	similes	–	one	thing	is	likened	to	another	

dissimilar	thing	
•  An	occasional	allegory	–	a	story	where	people	and	

things	have	another	meaning	



Parable	of	the	sower	
	True	parable,	it	illustrates	a	single	point	
	Drawn	from	an	observa@on	of	everyday	life	
	An	earthly	story	with	heavenly	meaning	

What	is	the	heavenly	meaning?	



Man	sows	seeds	that	fall	in	many	different	places	
	 	Some	is	lost	and	some	grows	
							In	Pales@ne,	seed	is	sown	before	plowing,	ground	
	 	 	 	may	be	seen	as	suitable	only	later	

Path	implies	it	lands	where	birds	could	see	it	
Rocky	ground	means	thin	soil	over	a	rocky	ledge	where	
seeds	sprout	quickly	because	of	warm	rocks	
	
In	the	US,	the	average	yield	of	wheat	is	15-20	bushels	an	
acre,	so	20	to	30	fold	would	be	average,	100	fold	is	a	large	
number	chosen	for	emphasis	

What	is	the	main	theme	of	this	parable	–	the	soil	or	the	
sower?	



The	soil	not	the	sower	is	the	main	theme	
	
The	seed	is	the	good	news	but	the	parable	
focuses	on	the	hearer	
	
The	seed	is	good	seed,	the	sower	a	good	person	
but	ul@mate	success	or	failure	depends	on	the	
soil.	

Where	do	you	sow	your	seed?	



Four	main	groups	of	hearers	
1.  Some	are	dull	and	hardened	by	life.		Their	soil	is	like	the	

pathway	of	life,	everything	goes	over	it.		Only	a	plow	share	
(tragedy)	can	break	its	hardness	

2.  Some	are	shallow,	they	have	an	ini@al	enthusias@c	response	
which	soon	fades	

3.  Some	have	a	divided	life.		Their	life	is	clu#ered	with	thorns.		
They	have	wonderful	poten@al	but	will	not	surrender	the	world	
to	follow	Jesus	

4.  Some	are	fer@le	soil	and	the	word	mul@plies	greatly	through	
them	

Is	the	word	mulMplying	greatly	through	your	words	and	works?		If	
not	then	which	soil	1-3	are	you?	



What	modern	day	analogy	would	you	use,	since	some	inner	city		
people	may	not	understand	

In	your	own	life,	what	kind	of	soil	are	you?	
	 	What	gives	you	roots?	
	 	How	can	you	get	rid	of	the	thorns	in	your	life?	
	 	What	worries	choke	out	the	growth	of	seed	in	your	life?	

If	you	were	to	take	God’s	word	seriously	for	30	days	would	you	
•  	 Plow	up	soil	and	start	over	
•  	 	 Remove	rocks	
•  	 Do	some	serious	weeding	
•  	 Let	God	do	His	thing	

Where	are	you	planMng	seeds	today	and	with	what	success?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:10-17	

•  Writers	frequently	found	it	hard	to	understand	Jesus’	
figures	of	speech	because	the	context	was	lost	

•  The	early	church	also	had	a	problem	because	Jesus	
was	rejected	

•  They	borrowed	the	idea	from	the	mystery	cults	they	
idea	of	a	secret	that	would	give	them	standing	in	
those	days	

•  Verses	14-15	are	from	Isaiah	6:9-10	

If	you	took	this	parable	literally	what	would	you	get	
out	of	it?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:	18-23	
•  An	explana@on	which	turns	parable	into	an	allegory	

which	is	a	story	that	can	be	interpreted	to	reveal	a	
hidden	meaning,	typically	a	moral	or	poli@cal	one.		

•  This	was	probably	not	in	the	original	parable,	because	
a	parable	teaches	a	truth	and	makes	it	simple	to	
understand.		This	is	a	later	addi@on,	not	the	original	
words	of	Jesus	

Ma#hew	and	Mark	lived	in	a	@me	of	persecu@on,	a	@me	
where	many	were	bogged	down	with	worries	of	the	
world	and	the	pursuit	of	riches	
Is	that	somewhat	true	today?	

Does	it	bother	you	that	this	was	a	later	addiMon?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:24-30	

The	parable	of	the	tares	
•  Age	long	dispute	over	its	meaning	
•  Some	ques@on	whether	or	not	Jesus	actually	said	it	or	it	was	

the	rewri@ng	of	a	different	story	
•  If	it	is	an	allegory	(probably	of	the	last	judgment)	then	the	

enemy	is	the	devil	

•  The	weed	is	the	poisonous	bearded	darnel	that	grows	the	same	
height	as	wheat	but	rabbis	considered	it	a	perverted	kind	of	
wheat	The	servants	are	disciples	who	wish	to	purge	the	church	of	
the	unfaithful	

•  This	is	a	very	tricky	area	to	deal	with	in	the	church	today	
What	do	you	consider	evil	in	today’s	church	and	how	do	we	fight	
it?	

What	do	you	get	from	this	parable?	



•  It	is	disastrous	to	try	and	grow	a	sinless	church	
•  This	policy	not	really	adopted	by	the	church	un@l	

about	the	3rd	century	
•  Farmers	did	not	typically	gather	weeds	first	and	bind	

them	into	bundles	
•  Excommunica@on	has	some@me	done	more	harm	

that	good	and	a	cleansing	persecu@on	may	have	done	
more	damage	

•  We	are	all	tares	to	some	extent.	
•  We	have	to	trust	God	because	the	mystery	of	evil	is	

not	a	mystery	to	Him.	

In	what	way	can	overzealous	judgment	harm	the	
church?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:31-33	

Parables	of	the	mustard	seed	and	leaven,	are	parables	
of	encouragement	

What	do	you	get	
from	the	parable	of	
the	mustard	tree?	

Maybe	it	is	like	taking	the	law	and	influencing	it	with	love	
and	shows	what	great	things	can	happened	from	such	
small	beginnings.	



Rabbis	considered	mustard	as	a	field	crop	not	to	be	
planted	in	a	garden	
•  Mustard	was	harvested	as	a	vegetable	
•  It	may	grow	to	a	height	of	10	feet	or	more	
•  Verse	32	references	Daniel	4:20-21	
•  Rabbis	use	yeast	as	a	term	for	evil	influence	
•  Jesus	uses	it	to	describe	the	kingdom	
•  They	were	compe@ng	against	large	pagan	cults,	
entrenched	Judaism,	and	Rome’s	military	might	

•  These	are	about	reassurance	and	hope	

Have	you	ever	seen	mustard	seed	faith	influence?	

What	accountability	are	you	feeling	for	yourself,	to	
other	and	to	God?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:34-43	

This	explana@on	ignores	the	main	point	of	the	
parable,	the	problem	of	what	to	do	when	false	
wheat	and	true	wheat	grow	too	close	together	
	
This	was	a	problem	in	the	early	church	

What	happens	when	we	ignore	problems	and	
just	hope	they	will	go	away?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:44-46	

Peasants	of	the	middle	east	s@ll	occasionally	find	hoards	
of	coins	
•  May	have	been	poor	ethics	to	hide	the	field’s	value	
•  The	man’s	character	was	not	an	issue	in	this	parable	
•  The	Kingdom	of	God	is	so	desirable	that	man	would	sell	

all	he	owns	to	have	it	
•  This	man	was	not	searching	but	found	it	
•  The	man	hurried	to	give	all,	no	men@on	of	sacrifice	
What	would	you	give	up	to	have	eternal	life?	
Have	you	ever	found	something	of	value	when	you	were	
not	looking	for	it?	

What	do	you	get	from	this	parable?	



The	pearl	is	found	only	aaer	a	long	search	
	Pearls	were	ar@cles	of	commerce	at	the	@me	
	The	finding	of	the	pearl	was	not	an	accident	
	God’s	pearls	are	wai@ng	for	all	those	who	seek	

What	are	you	seeking	for	right	now?	



Read Matthew 13:47-50 

The word for net means a kind that has one end tied to a 
boat and the other end tied to the shore or another boat.   
•  When net is dragged to shore it pulls in fish of all 

kinds. 
•  The kingdom of God draws people from all walks of 

life cultures, attitudes, etc. 
•  Those throwing the net cannot make distinctions 
•  Unlike the Pharisees, Jesus had no intention of forming 

a pure church containing only perfect people.	

What	is	your	opinion	of	verse	50	–	doesn’t	say	eternity,	
talks	about	physical	characterisMcs	instead	of	the	soul?	



The	judgment	is	not	ours.		We	only	offer	salva@on	and	
forgiveness	through	Christ	
	
The	bad	fish	did	not	have	scales		
Read	Lev.	11:9-12	
	
Everyone	is	caught	in	the	net	of	God,	both	good	and	bad	
Every	breath	brings	us	closer	to	the	net,	will	we	be	kept	
or	tossed	away	

What	bothers	you	most	about	having	people	that	are	
different	from	you	in	church	with	you?		



Read	Ma5hew	13:51-52	

Which	parable	is	more	clear	to	you	now	and	
which	is	sMll	unclear?	

This	is	Ma#hew’s	ideal	for	a	disciple	trained	for	
the	Kingdom	of	heaven	
Many	@mes	conflict	between	the	old	and	the	new	
Each	interpreter	must	bring	out	new	insights	
New	is	Jesus’	new	law	and	the	old	is	the	Old	
Testament	and	tradi@on	

How	do	you	interpret	the	Bible	to	other?	



Read	Ma5hew	13:53-58	

His	own	country	probably	refers	to	Nazareth	and	the	
surrounding	area.		Anyone	who	was	competent	was	
allowed	to	teach	in	the	synagogue	
A	glimpse	into	the	early	life	of	Jesus	
•  His	schooling	was	at	home	or	the	synagogue	
•  Jesus	learned	the	trade	of	a	carpenter	
•  He	had	brothers	and	sisters	
•  No@ce	the	words	about	Mary,	perhaps	a	slur	on	His	

legi@macy	

What	do	you	think	about	Jesus	having	brothers	and	
sisters?		Being	schooled?	Having	a	trade?	

Is	Jesus	sMll	rejected	today?		



These	people	knew	His	family	and	that	they	were	poor	
	
What	right	does	Jesus	have	to	claim	a	higher	place	

Do	we	sMll	judge	others	by	their	social	status,	race,	
educaMon?	

Familiarity	breeds	contempt	
They	recognized	His	wisdom	and	mighty	works	but	
were	blind	to	His	source	

If	people	who	knew	you	as	a	child	were	in	class	today,	
what	do	you	think	they	would	have	to	say	about	you?	



V.58,	belief	is	necessary	for	a	miracle	
	
There	was	no	lack	of	power	in	Jesus,	but	people’s	
unbelief	short-circuited	that	power	

Is	this	one	of	the	reasons	ChrisManity	fails	in	our	
Mme?	

Are	people	sMll	skepMcal	today?		


