
CHAPTER	28	
	

HOMOSEXUALITY	AND	
THE	BIBLE	



This	is	a	controversial	subject	and	class	
members	will	have	different	points	of	view	on	
homosexuality.	
	
Most	young	adults	agree	that	gay	and	lesbian	
persons	deserve	love,	compassions,	and	
respect	and	that	too	many	Chris?ans	fail	to	
show	it	to	them.	



There	is	also	a	division	of	opinion	based	on	age.	
	
For	example	on	same	sex	marriage:	
32%	of	the	people	born	before	1945	favor	it	
37%	of	baby	boomers	(1946-1964)	favor	it	
48%	of	Gen	X	(1965-1980)	favor	it	
64%	of	the	people	born	aRer	1980	favor	it	



The	purpose	of	this	study	is	for	us	to	learn	how	
to	discuss	homosexuality	so	that	he	turn	
people	toward	God	and	not	away	from	God.	

What	is	the	United	Methodist	posiAon	on	
homosexuality?	



United	Methodist	PosiAon	
		
¶	4.	ArAcle	IV.	Inclusiveness	of	the	Church		
	
Homosexual	 persons	 no	 less	 than	 heterosexual	
persons	 are	 individuals	 of	 sacred	 worth.	 All	
persons	 need	 the	ministry	 and	 guidance	 of	 the	
church	 in	 their	 struggles	 for	 human	 fulfillment,	
as	well	 as	 the	 spiritual	 and	 emo?onal	 care	 of	 a	
fellowship	 that	enables	 reconciling	 rela?onships	
with	God,	with	others,	and	with	self.		



The	 United	 Methodist	 Church	 does	 not	
condone	 the	 prac?ce	 of	 homosexuality	 and	
consider	 this	 prac?ce	 incompa?ble	 with	
Chris?an	teaching.	We	affirm	that	God's	grace	
is	 available	 to	 all,	 and	 we	 will	 seek	 to	 live	
together	in	Chris?an	community.		
	
We	implore	families	and	churches	not	to	reject	
or	 condemn	 lesbian	 and	 gay	 members	 and	
friends.	We	commit	ourselves	to	be	in	ministry	
for	and	with	all	persons.	



How	long	has	the	UMV	been	ordaining	females	
as	ministers?	



The	 Methodist	 Episcopal	 Church	 licensed	 and	
ordained	women	as	local	preachers	in	the	early	
1920s.	However	 that	posi?on	changed	 in	1939	
at	 the	 ?me	 of	 union	 with	 the	 Methodist	
Episcopal	 Church	 South	 and	 the	 Methodist	
Protestant	Church.		
	
In	 1956	 full	 clergy	 rights	 were	 granted	 to	
women	in	The	Methodist	church.	The	last	of	the	
mainline	 Protestant	 denomina?ons	 (The	
Episcopal	Church)	did	not	approve	ordina?on	of	
women	un?l	1976.	



Read	1	Timothy	2:8-15	

Two	out	of	our	three	lay	leaders	are	females,	our	
council	chair	is	a	female,	we	have	many	female	
SS	teachers,	we	have	and	have	had	female	
associate	ministers.		Many	of	the	ladies	in	this	
class	enjoy	par?cipa?ng	in	the	discussion.	
	
How	do	you	jusAfy	this	in	light	of	what	the	Bible	
says	in	these	verses?	



Do	 you	 believe	 it	 was	 right	 for	 the	 UMC	 to	
deny	women	the	opportunity	to	be	ordained	
even	though	those	women	felt	called	into	the	
ministry?	

Why	is	it	OK	now	for	women	to	be	ordained	
as	UMC	ministers	but	it	wasn’t	before	1956?		
The	Bible	didn’t	change	so	what	did?	



Can	homosexuals	be	ordained	as	a	Methodist	
minister?	

Regarding	the	ministry	of	the	ordained				¶304.3		
While	 persons	 set	 apart	 by	 the	 Church	 for	 ordained	
ministry	 are	 subject	 to	 all	 the	 frail?es	 of	 the	 human	
condi?on	and	the	pressures	of	society,	they	are	required	
to	maintain	 the	 highest	 standards	 of	 holy	 living	 in	 the	
world.	 The	 prac?ce	 of	 homosexuality	 is	 incompa?ble	
with	 Chris?an	 teaching.	 Therefore	 self-avowed	
prac?cing	 homosexuals	 are	 not	 to	 be	 cer?fied	 as	
candidates,	ordained	as	ministers,	or	appointed	to	serve	
in	The	United	Methodist	Church.	



One	quesAon	a	young	adult	might	ask	is,	
	
In	 the	 Bible,	 there	 are	 several	 laws	 against	
sex	outside	of	marriage	including	fornicaAon,	
adultery,	 incest	 and	 besAality.	 	 Is	 it	 fair	 to	
only	 single	 out	 homosexuals	 and	 say	 they	
can’t	be	ordained?	
	
How	would	you	respond?	



Based	on	what	happened	with	the	ordinaAon	
of	women	back	in	the	1950’s,	do	you	see	any	
correlaAon	to	the	ordinaAon	of	homosexuals	
today?	



Can	same	sex	marriages	be	performed	in	the	
UMC?	

¶Marriage	341.6		
We	 support	 laws	 in	 civil	 society	 that	 define	
marriage	 as	 the	 union	 of	 one	 man	 and	 one	
woman.	 	 Ceremonies	 that	 celebrate	
homosexual	 unions	 shall	 not	 be	 conducted	 by	
our	ministers	and	shall	not	be	conducted	in	our	
churches.	



In	 recent	 years,	mainline	 Protestant	 denomina?ons	—	
which	are	different	from	evangelical	Chris?an	churches	
that	 read	 the	Bible	as	 literal	 truth	—	have	one	by	one	
changed	 rules	 that	 had	 prohibited	 marriage	 and	
ordina?on	of	 gays	and	 lesbians.	 The	Episcopal	Church,	
Presbyterian	 Church	 U.S.A.,	 Evangelical	 Lutheran	
Church	 in	 America	 and	 the	United	 Church	 of	 Christ	 at	
one	?me	all	barred	same-sex	wedding	ceremonies	and	
ordina?on	 of	 gay	 clergy	 members,	 but	 they	 have	
changed	those	rules	over	?me.	
	
The	 last	 holdout	 among	 major	 mainline	 Protestant	
groups	has	been	the	United	Methodist	Church	



There	is	a	growing	grassroots	movement	within	
the	 United	 Methodist	 church	 to	 change	 the	
Book	of	Discipline,	our	denomina?onal	book	of	
policies,	 that	 includes	 a	 statement	 prohibi?ng	
churches	 and	 clergy	 from	performing	marriage	
ceremonies	for	same-sex	couples.	



Nearly	700	United	Methodist	clergy	and	laypersons	
from	throughout	the	na?on	are	mee?ng	in	Huron,	Ohio,	
to	discuss	efforts	to	change	their	denomina?on’s	rules	
barring	ordina?on	of	gay	clergy	and	the	blessing	of	
same-sex	unions.		
	
If	their	efforts	fail	to	change	church	law	at	next	year’s	
General	Conference	—	and	many	reform	advocates	
expect	they	will	be	outvoted	—	a	growing	number	of	
ministers	plan	to	disregard	the	rules	and	start	
performing	same-sex	marriages. 		



The	 1,000	 delegates	 to	 the	 April,	 2012,	
conference	in	Tampa	have	already	been	elected	
by	 their	 regional	 bodies	 and	 will	 vote	 on	
resolu?ons	 to	 change	 the	 United	 Methodists’	
Book	 of	 Discipline,	 notably	 its	 statement	 that	
“the	prac?ce	of	 homosexuality	 is	 incompa?ble	
with	Chris?an	teaching.”	



Does	 the	 UMC	 believe	 all	 persons,	 regardless	
of	 sexual	 orientaAon,	 should	 have	 equal	
rights?	

Equal	Rights	Regardless	of	Sexual	OrientaAon		
Certain	basic	human	rights	and	civil	liber?es	are	
due	all	persons.	We	are	commijed	to	suppor?ng	
those	rights	and	liber?es	for	homosexual	
persons.	.	.	.	Moreover,	we	support	efforts	to	stop	
violence	and	other	forms	of	coercion	against	gays	
and	lesbians.		



Do	you	believe	that	this	posiAon	is	
compaAble	with	ChrisAan	teaching?	
	
Why	or	why	not?	
	
How	would	you	explain	your	posiAon	to	
someone	outside	the	church?	



We’ve	looked	at	what	the	Methodist	Discipline	
says	about	homosexuality,	now	let’s	look	at	
what	the	Bible	has	to	say	and	understand	it	in	
the	context	of	the	?mes	in	which	it	was	wrijen.	
	
First,	let’s	go	back	to	the	original	words	used	in	
the	Bible	that	refer	to	the	homosexual	issue.	



The	 ancient	 Greeks	 did	 not	 have	 terms	 or	
concepts	that	correspond	to	the	contemporary	
dichotomy	of	‘heterosexual’	and	‘homosexual	
	
The	 first	 known	 appearance	 of	 the	 term	
homosexual	 in	 print	 is	 found	 in	 an	 1869	
German	pamphlet.	 	 This	was	 the	first	 ajempt	
at	 understanding	 the	 concept	 of	 sexual	
orienta?on.	



According	 to	 the	 author,	 this	 is	 a	 different	 ?me	
per iod ,	 and	 the	 p roh ib i?ons	 aga ins t	
homosexuality	 -	 like	 those	 against	 women	
speaking	 in	 church	 or	 slavery	 –	 are	 ?ed	 to	 the	
cultural	 and	 historical	 semng	 when	 they	 were	
wrijen	and	not	meant	to	be	?meless.	

How	do	you	feel	about	that	statement?	



In	Paul’s	day,	slavery	was	a	dominant	cultural,	
poli?cal,	and	economic	factor	of	life.	
	
Authors	could	not	conceive	of	a	world	without	
slavery.	
	
So	biblical	authors	gave	guidelines	as	how	slaves	
should	live	and	their	masters	should	treat	them.	



In	Paul’s	day,	the	culture	as	that	women	were	
considered	as	property.	
	
Paul	said	women	should	be	loved	as	Christ	loved	
the	church.	
	
Paul	also	cau?oned	that	churches	should	not	
arouse	suspicions	of	their	neighbors	by	
encouraging	women	to	engage	iin	outrageous	
behavior	such	as	teaching	or	speaking	in	church.	



For	women,	Paul	did	not	confront	the	cultural	
norm.	
	
For	homosexuality,	Paul	adopted	a	cri?cal	
stance	toward	the	surrounding	culture	which	
generally	accepted		homosexual	prac?ce.	
	
Paul	said	it	was	against	God’s	will.	



There	are	three	main	viewpoints	Chris?ans	use	
to	relate	to	sexual	orienta?on.	
	
Religious	 and	 social	 conservaAves	 have	
generally	 used	 their	 nega?ve	 interpreta?on	 of	
the	 main	 Bible	 verses	 to	 condemn	 all	 same-
gender	 behavior	 by	 lesbians,	 gays,	 and	
bisexuals	 (LGBs),	no	majer	what	the	nature	of	
the	rela?onship.	



Liberal	 and	 progressive	 ChrisAans	 have	 alternate	
interpreta?ons	 of	 the	 same	 passages	 that	 are	 morally	
neutral	 or	 posi?ve	 towards	 LGB	 orienta?on	 and	
behavior.	 They	 give	 greater	 weight	 to	 the	 findings	 of	
psychologists,	 psychiatrists,	 human	 sexuality	
researchers,	and	others.		
	
Most	 accept	 homosexual,	 bisexual,	 and	 heterosexual	
orienta?ons	 and	 behaviors	 as	 intrinsically	 morally	
neutral	but	capable	of	serious	sinful	misuse	where	 lack	
of	 consent,	 force,	 manipula?on,	 absence	 of	 safety,	 or	
the	possibility	of	unwanted	pregnancy	are	involved.	



Mainline	 ChrisAan	 denominaAons	 are	 split	
between	 conserva?ve	 and	 liberal	 views	 on	
homosexual	 and	 bisexual	 orienta?on	 and	
behavior.	Most	are	undergoing	major	internal	
stresses	 over	 "the	 issue;"	 some	 may	
experience	 a	 schism	 as	 they	 did	 in	 decades	
past	 over	 human	 slavery	 and	 female	
ordina?on.	



Read	1	Timothy	1:9-10	
	
What	words	do	the	different	translaAons	you	
have	use?	



There	are	two	words	arsenokoitai	and	malakos	–	
used	to	condemn	gays	in	the	Bible.	
	
Most	 of	 the	 English	 transla?ons	 describe	
malakos	 as	 "weak"	or	 "effeminate"	 -	neither	of	
which	mean	gay.		
	
While	 effeminate	 could	 be	 applied	 to	 a	
stereotyped	gay	personna,	 effeminate	 could	be	
applied	 equally	 to	 a	 heterosexual,	 as	 the	word	
malakos	was	oRen	used	with	this	meaning	in	the	
original	Greek.		



arsenokoitai	is	typically	translated	as	"abusers	
of	themselves"	or	"sodomites",	both	of	which	
are	vague.	
	
The	Hebrew	word	for	Sodomite	is	Qadesh.	In	
Bible	?mes,	shrine	pros?tutes	(qadesh)	were	
common	in	the	Holy	Land.	
	



Nothing	in	the	context	of	the	verses	using	
qadesh	deals	with	a	commijed,	faithful,	non-
cul?c	partnership	between	two	men	or	two	
women.		
	
Qadesh	is	never	used	in	the	Bible	to	mean	
homosexual.	



There	has	been	a	great	diversity	of	ideas	on	the	
meanings	of	these	words,	none	of	which	allows	
the	 broad	 imposi?on	 of	 all	 homosexual	
behavior	 to	 be	 applied	 to	 either	 or	 both	 of	
these	words.	



In	the	original	Kings	James	version	wrijen	in	
1611	malakoi	is	translated	as	effeminate	and	
arsenokoitai	is	translated	as	abusers	of	
themselves	with	mankind.		
	
These	transla?ons	remained	the	same	in	the	
Revised	King	James	version	in	1811.	
	
In	the	New	King	James	version	in	1979	malakoi	
is	translated	as	homosexuals	and	arsenokoitai	is	
translated	as	sodomites.	



The	Revised	Standard	version	in	1971	translated	
both	malakoi	and	malakoi	as	sexual	perverts.	
	
In	the	New	Revised	Standard	version	in	1989	
malakoi	is	translated	as	male	prosAtutes	and	
arsenokoitai	is	translated	as	sodomites.	



.	
	In	the		New	Interna?onal	Version	in	1978	
malakoi	is	translated	as	male	prosAtutes	and	
arsenokoitai	is	translated	as	homosexual	
offenders.	



The	Living	Bible	in	1971	translated	both	
malakoi	and	arsenokoitai		as	homosexuals.	
	
	
In	the		New	Living	Bible	in	1996	malakoi	is	
translated	as	male	prosAtutes	and	arsenokoitai	
is	translated	as	homosexuals.	



Those	Chris?ans	who	believe	that	homosexuality	
is	incompa?ble	with	Chris?an	teaching	cite	the	
following	reasons.	

The	witness	of	the	Bible	is	explicit.	 	The	teaching	
of	 both	 the	 OT	 and	 the	 NT	 is	 that	 homosexual	
in?macy	 is	 is	not	God’s	plan	 for	what	we	are	 to	
do	with	our	bodies.		The	same	goes	for	some	acts	
of	heterosexuality.	

How	would	you	explain	your	posiAon	on	this	
issue	to	someone	using	Bible	references?	



God	prohibits	certain	things	because	God	loves	
us	and	knows	these	things	bring	harm.		

Do	you	thing	a	monogamous	homosexual	
relaAonship	brings	more	harm	than	a	
heterosexual	monogamous	relaAonship?	



All	are	born	broken	and	we	all	struggle	with	our	
human	condi?on.	
	
Some	are	born	with	a	predisposi?on	towards	
homosexuality,	but	do	not	have	to	act	on	that	
predisposi?on.	



God’s	help	can	make	anything	possible.		Some	
homosexuals	are	able	with	the	help	of	counselors	
and	the	Holy	Spirit	to	redirect	their	sexual	energy	
toward	male-female	rela?onships.	
	
Some	people	choose	lifelong	celibacy.	
	
Both	Jesus	and	Paul	indicated	that	God’s	power	is	
strong	enough	to	help	us	overcome	or	live	with	
our	struggles.	

How	do	you	feel	about	this?	



If	 scienAsts	 could	 conclusively	 prove	 that	
homosexuality	 is	 geneAc,	 would	 that	 be	 a	
suffic ient	 reason	 to	 de te rmine	 tha t	
homosexuality	 is	morally	 acceptable?	 	Why	or	
why	not?	

Do	you	think	homosexuality	is	geneAc?		Why	or	
why	not?	



Homosexuality	in	teens	leads	to	despair.		If	the	
church	were	more	open	to	homosexuals,	then	
we	could	bejer	help	these	young	people	feel	
love	and	accepted.	
	
Researchers	 believe	 that	 one-third	 of	 all	
teenagers	who	commit	suicide	are	gay.	



Jesus	would	not	reject	homosexuals	but	accept	
them.		Jesus	does	not	say	anything	about	
homosexuality.			

How	do	you	think	Jesus	would	handle	the	
homosexual	issue	today?	

What	do	you	think	Jesus	would	say	about	the	
way	ChrisAans	treat	homosexuals	today?	



Some	homosexuals	have	giRs,	calling,	and	faith	
to	be	in	ministry.	

Do	you	think	God	intends	for	these	people	to	
use	their	God-given	gids	in	His	service?		Why	
or	why	not?	

Considering	what	the	Bible	says	about	women	
remaining	silent	in	church,	how	would	you	
explain	to	a	young	adult	that	it	is	OK	for	
women	to	be	ordained,	but	not	homosexuals?	



The	 biblical	 texts	 that	 refer	 to	 homosexuality	
have	 not	 always	 been	 interpreted	 with	
sensi?vity	and	in	light	of	cultural	and	scien?fic	
understandings.	

Do	what	we	now	know	scienAfically	and	that	
cultural	and	historical	sefngs	have	changed	
impact	your	views	of	homosexuality?	



1948:	The	UM	Discipline	says	that	Methodist	
pastors	are	not	allowed	to	perform	weddings	
for	divorced	persons;	some	bishops	require	
that	divorced	pastors	turn	in	their	creden?als	
	
Years	ago,	any	Methodist	pastor	who	divorced	
his	wife	was	removed	from	ordained	service,	
regardless	of	who	filed	for	divorce.	



Un?l	1920,	The	Methodist	Church	in	its	
Discipline	prohibited	(or	tried	to	prohibit)	
"dancing,	theater-going,	and	card-playing."	
But	we	have	a	long,	long	tradi?on	of	finally	
sor?ng	out	what	is	truly	important	over	what	
is	either	incorrect	or	only	marginally	
important.	In	the	long	run,	we	have	always	
been	able	to	discern	when	God	is	doing	a	
new	thing	in	our	midst.		
	
This	capacity	to	change	is	among	the	noblest	
of	our		Methodist	tradiAons.	



In	the	not	too	distant	past,	a	biracial	marriage	
was	considered	a	crime	against	God.	
	
Bi-racial	couples	were	told	that	they	could	have	a	
legal	union,	but	they	could	not	have	a	marriage	
because	one	was	black	and	one	was	white?	



For	many	young	adults,	the	issue	is	about	excluding	
and	hur?ng	people	they	know	and	care	about.	
	
They	 are	 also	 much	 more	 likely	 to	 see	
homosexuality,	 not	 as	 willful	 decision	 to	 act	 in		
sinful,	immoral,	or	perverted	ways,	but	as	a	natural	
way	 that	 a	 small	 percentage	 of	 the	 popula?on	 is	
either	biologically	or	psychologically	wired.	
	
Young	adults	do	not	consider	it	offensive,	immoral,	
or	 sinful	 when	 two	 people	 of	 the	 same	 sex	 love	
each	other	deeply.	



On	 the	 other	 hand,	 Chris?ans	 who	 support	 the	
tradi?onal	 views	 that	 sexual	 in?macy	 and	
marriage	 are	 morally	 appropriate	 only	 when	
between	a	man	and	a	woman.	

This	 issue	 is	 not	 just	 about	 homosexuality,	 but	
about	 the	 authority	 of	 scripture	 in	 the	 life	 of	
Chris?ans.	

Considering	these	differences,	how	would	you	
talk	to	a	young	adult	about	your	beliefs?	



It	 is	 difficult	 for	many	 Chris?ans	 to	 see	 how	 one	
can	 set	 as ide	 Scr iptures	 dea l ing	 wi th	
homosexuality	and	s?ll	maintain	that	the	Bible	has	
authority	to	speak	to	other	areas	in	their	lives.	
	
They	 ques?on	 why	 should	 they	 take	 seriously	
scriptures	 dealing	 with	 helping	 the	 poor,	 ?thing,	
and	 loving	 enemies,	 when	 they	 have	 set	 aside	
scriptures	indica?ng	that	God’s	will	is	for	marriage	
to	be	between	a	man	and	a	woman.	

So	how	would	you	explain	sefng	aside	these	
scriptures	while	accepAng	others?	



It	 is	 difficult	 for	many	 Chris?ans	 to	 see	 how	 one	
can	 set	 as ide	 Scr iptures	 dea l ing	 wi th	
homosexuality	and	s?ll	maintain	that	the	Bible	has	
authority	to	speak	to	other	areas	in	their	lives.	
	
They	 ques?on	 why	 should	 they	 take	 seriously	
scriptures	 dealing	 with	 helping	 the	 poor,	 ?thing,	
and	 loving	 enemies,	 when	 they	 have	 set	 aside	
scriptures	indica?ng	that	God’s	will	is	for	marriage	
to	be	between	a	man	and	a	woman.	



One	 of	 the	 things	 we	 have	 to	 guard	 against	
when	talking	to	others	about	our	views	is	saying	
that	 homosexuality	 is	 a	 sin.	 	Using	 verses	 from	
the	Bible,	we	jus?fy	in	our	own	minds	that	this	is	
acceptable.	

Read	LeviAcus	11:7-8	

Is	it	a	sin	to	eat	a	ham	sandwich	or	a	pork	chop	
or	pork	roast?		Why	or	why	not	when	the	Bible	
explicitly	says	don’t	do	it?	



Read	LeviAcus	18:22	from	different	translaAons	

How	do	you	interpret	this	verse?	

Does	this	verse	only	apply	to	men?	



Read	LeviAcus	20:13	from	different	translaAons	

How	do	you	interpret	this	verse?	

Do	you	think	this	deserves	the	death	penalty?	

What	about	LeviAcus	20:	9-10	
Do	these	verses	sAll	hold	true	today?		



Read	1	Corinthians	6	:	9-11	from	different	
translaAons.	

How	do	you	interpret	these	verses?	



Some	think	Paul	put	the	two	words	for	male	
offenders	together	to	refer	to	a	specific	vice	
called	pederasty.	

Pederasty	is	a	prac?ce	in	which	an	adult	male	
dominates	a	submissive	minor	male	for	sexual	
purposes.	

If	Paul	was	condemning	pederasty	he	would	have	
been	condemning	what	was	probably	the	most	
dominate	and	“most	culturally	acceptable”	form	
of	homosexual	prac?ce	in	Paul’s	day	



Read	Romans	1:	22-32	from	different	
translaAons.	

How	do	you	interpret	these	verses?	



The	 author	 says	 that	 using	 terms	 like	
“homphobe”	 is	not	helpful	 in	persuading	others,	
it	only	inspires	defensiveness	and	anger.	
	
He	also	says	that	the	church	includes	people	who	
are	insensi?ve,	and	whose	agenda	on	this	issue	is	
far	 less	 about	 pleasing	 God	 than	 about	 power	
and	control.	

How	do	you	feel	about	these	statements?	



The	author	says	that	 in	an	ajempt	to	maintain	
a	 code	 of	 moral	 holiness	 in	 the	 church,	 some	
Chris?ans	some?mes	speak	and	act	in	ways	that	
do	 not	 reflect	 the	most	 important	 component	
of	holiness	

LOVE	

How	do	you	feel	about	this	statement?	



Some	Chris?ans	choose	to	ignore	the	verses	
dealing	with	homosexuality	while	accep?ng	
other	verses.	
	
Some	Chris?ans	choose	to	accept	the	verses	
dealing	with	homosexuality	while	ignoring	
other	verses.	

So	 keeping	 love	 at	 the	 center	 of	 your	 faith,	
how	in	your	own	heart	and	mind	do	you	decide	
which	 verses	 to	 accept	 and	 which	 verses	 to	
ignore?	



In	 sharing	 your	 faith	with	 others	whose	 views	
are	 different	 than	 yours,	 how	 would	 you	
defend	 your	 choices	 about	 which	 verses	 you	
accept	and	which	verses	you	ignore?	



The	the	underlying	issue	in	the	debate	over	
homosexuality	in	the	Chris?an	church	is	not	
about	homosexuality	but	about	the	nature	of	
Scripture	and	its	authority	in	our	lives.	

It’s	some?mes	unsejling	to	people	when	we	
say	that	a	par?cular	moral	teaching	is	no	long	
applicable	to	us.	



First	let’s	consider	the	Bible	as	Holy	Scripture.	
	
When	the	Bible	paints	more	that	one	picture	
of	what	God	wants,	the	ques?on	is	this:		Did	
God	change	or	did	human	understanding	
change?	
	
We	simply	do	not	follow	each	word	and	apply	
it	literally	to	our	lives.	



The	author	says	that	when	he	became	a	
Chris?an,	his	view	of	the	Bible	was	simplis?c:	
	
Scripture	is	the	word	of	God.	
All	scripture	was	on	an	equal	plane,	every	word	
was	chose	by	God.	
The	Bible	was	inerrant	and	infallible.	
	
His	slogan	was:	

The	Bible	says	it!	
I	believe	it!	

That	selles	it!	



Remember	that	there	are	six	ways	to	read	the	
Bible.	
	

Literally	
Metaphorically	
Historically	
Theologically	

Reason	
Faith	



Read	Malhew	5:29-30	

Do	you	take	these	verses	literally?	
Why	or	why	not?	

Why	would	Jesus	tell	us	to	do	this?	
Has	our	understanding	changed	from	a	literal	
translaAon?	

What	might	be	a	beler	way	to	read	this	
scripture	as	opposed	to	literally?	



Read	Malhew	6:19	

If	you	have	a	reArement	plan,	is	this	not	a	
violaAon	of	the	actual	words	of	Jesus?	



Read	Luke	18:22		

How	many	of	you	have	followed	what	Jesus	
says	here?	



There	 are	 some	 passages	 in	 the	 Bible	 that	
ajribute	 to	 God,	 ac?ons	 and	 amtudes	 that	
seem	totally	out	of	character	with	the	way	that	
Jesus	portrays	God.	

Read	Deuteronomy	21:18-21	

Read	Exodus	31:	12-15	

Read	1	Samuel	15:3	

Read	Luke	23:34	



Do	 you	 see	 parents	 having	 their	 disobedient	
children	stoned	to	death?	
	
Do	 you	 see	 people	 being	 put	 to	 to	 death	
because	they	worked	on	a	Saturday?	
	
Do	 you	 believe	 that	 God	 commanded	 Saul	
destroy	 the	 Amelekites	 (including	 children)	 375	
years	earlier	because	their	ancestors	had	treated	
the	Israelites	with	disrespect?	



Is	 your	 view	 of	 God	 more	 like	 the	 vindicAve	
God	 who	 told	 Saul	 to	 kill	 destroy	 people	
including	children	375	years	ader	an	offense	or	
is	 more	 like	 the	 God	 who	 shows	 mercy	 and	
forgiveness	 to	 people	 who	 tormented,	
humiliated	and	hung	Him	on	a	cross?	

So	the	quesAon	is,	in	your	mind,	did	God	change	
or	did	human	understanding	of	God	change?	



Biblical	scholars	speak	of	"progressive	
revela?on."	
	
The	 promp?ngs	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 are	
understood	 in	 the	 light	 of	 the	 concepts	 and	
ideas	of	the	?mes	in	which	Biblical	authors	lived.	



The	author	says	that	Chris?ans	speak	of	the	
Bible	as	the	"Word	of	God"	but	it	was	not	
dictated	by	God.	
	
It	was	wrijen	by	people	who	were	reflec?ng	
upon	God,	God's	will,	and	God's	promp?ngs	in	
their	hearts.	

What	do	you	think	about	this	statement?	



The	authors	were	speaking	to	the	people	of	
their	?mes,	addressing	current	issues,	needs,	
and	challenges.	
	
Unlike	any	words	about	God	in	the	scripture,	
Jesus	is	the	pure	and	complete	Word	of	God.	
	
We	must	read	all	scripture	in	the	light	of	
what	Jesus	said	and	did.	

Would	this	make	a	difference	in	how	you	read	
and	interpret	the	Bible?	



The	 author	 says	 that	 Chris?ans	 must	 seek	 to	
understand	 the	Bible's	 teachings	 in	 the	 light	of	
Jesus'	own	life	and	teachings.	
	
This	is	par?cularly	true	 	when	the	words	of	the	
Bible	 are	 used	 to	 exclude	 par?cular	 groups	 of	
people.	

If	ChrisAans,	in	general,	began	to	understand	
the	Bible	in	these	terms,	would	there	be	a	
change	in	the	way	homosexuals	are	viewed?	



The	author	says	that	a	Chris?an	needs	to	be	able	
to	discern	that	a	par?cular	teaching	of	scripture	
is	 not	God's	?meless	word,	 and	 it's	 ?me	 to	 set	
this	teaching	aside	as	no	longer	applicable.	

Give	an	example	of	this	happening	in	the	
Bible?	



Peter	was	a	follower	of	Jesus.		Peter	was	a	Jew	
and	his	Bible	was	the	Old	Testament.	
	
He	lived	according	to	the	613	laws.	
	
But	then	something	happened.	

Read	Acts	10:11-15	



Peter	had	a	new	understanding	of	the	Old	
testament	law.	
	
Times	were	changing	and	so	were	the	rules.	

	
His	mindset	changed	to:	

The	Bible	says	it,	but	I	think	God	is	up	to	
something	new,	so	I	will	listen	and	follow	God.		

Have	you	ever	gained	a	new	understanding	of	
what	the	Bible	says	and	how	did	that	change	
your	mindset?	



For	 example,	 even	 though	 the	 Bible	 says	
that	homosexuals	 should	be	put	 to	death,	
do	you	believe	that	sAll	holds	true?	



Are	we	supposed	to	set	aside	every	scripture	
we	don't	like?	

We	don't	set	aside	those	scriptures,	but	neither	
do	we	simply	quote	a	verse	or	two	and	consider	
the	majer	sejled.	
	
We	are	called	to	devote	serious	study	to	serious	
ques?ons?	

On	the	average,	how	much	Ame	do	spend	
reading	the	Bible	to	answer	quesAons	you	have?	



John	Wesley	that	to	rightly	interpret	and	apply	
the	scripture,	one	needs	the	benefit	of	the	
church's	theological,	ethical,	and	Biblical	
reflec?ons	over	the	past	2000	years.	
	
He	also	emphasized	the	role	of	ra?onal	minds	
and	scien?fic	knowledge	in	our	reading	of	
scripture.	

In	what	ways	have	you	studied	ChrisAanity	
outside	of	the	Bible?	



We	 may	 be	 divided	 over	 the	 issue	 of	
homosexuality,	but	can	we	agree	that	we	wish	
to	 be	 the	 kind	 of	 church	 in	 which	 men	 and	
women	who	are	gay	and	 lesbian	will	find	the	
warmth	and	welcome	and	love	of	Christ?	



It	may	be	that	hetero	sexuality	is	God's	ideal	and	
inten?on	for	humanity.	
	
Our	bodies	indicate	this	as	does	the	Bible.	

Do	 you	 believe	 that	 Jesus	 would	 have	
compassion	 and	 understanding	 toward	 people	
who	do	not	fit	these	norms	whose	fundamental	
wiring	 seems	 to	 be	 oriented	 toward	 same	 sex	
alracAon?	



Many	ques?ons	about	homosexuality	are	yet	
to	be	answered.	
	
There	are	dimensions	of	the	discussion	that	
do	not	fit	neatly	into	the	arguments	of	the	
two	sides.	

That	being	said,	do	you	want	to	be	a	member	of	
a	church,	that	turns	away	young	adults	who	do	
not	fit	your	norm?	



Jesus	consistently	put	people	before	rules	and	
laws.		Jesus	had	a	heart	of	compassion	for	
those	others	deemed	sinful.	

What	we	have	to	ask	ourselves	is	are	we	being	
Christ	like	in	the	way	we	think	about	and	treat	
others	 who	 have	 a	 lifestyle	 different	 than	
ours,	in	this	case,	homosexuals?	
	
Are	 we	 so	 hung	 up	 on	 the	 laws	 of	 the	 Bible	
that	we	are	missing	 the	compassion	and	 love	
of	Christ?	



The	author	says	that	Chris?ans	get	it	wrong	
when	they	speak	in	ways	that	bring	harm	and	
aliena?on	to	God’s	gay	children.	

Even	in	their	uncertainty,	when	they	express	the	
love	and	welcome	of	the	one	who	offered	living	
water	to	the	woman	at	the	well	
	

CHRISTIANS	GET	IT	RIGHT!!!!	



Here	is	what	I	am	taking	away	from	this	study.	
	
When	 I	 am	 sharing	 my	 faith	 with	 others,	
especially	 young	 adults	 and	 non-Chris?ans,	 I	
need	to	move	away	from	sharing	the	word.	
	
Because	 the	 word	 can	 be	 divisive,	 translated	
and	 interpreted	 in	many	 different	 ways,	 some	
of	 which	 can	 come	 across	 as	 judgmental,	
exclusive,	and	huryul	to	others.	



When	 I	 am	 sharing	 my	 faith	 I	 need	 to	 move	
toward	 sharing	 Jesus	 and	 the	 love	 and	
compassion	he	felt	toward	all	of	God’s	children,	
especially	 those	who	were	 looked	 down	 upon	
and	excluded	by	the	majority.	



If	you	boil	down	the	gospel	to	one	word,	it	would	
be	LOVE!	
	
So	when	we	share	our	faith,	we	need	to	share	out	
of	love	for	that	person.	

Read	1	Peter	4:8		

Read	James	2:8	

Read	1	John	4:8		



In	the	days	of	Paul,	there	were	many	
dysfunc?onal	churches	one	of	the	worst	was	the	
church	in	Corinth.	
	
The	churches	were	fractured	and	filled	with	
Chris?ans	who	acted	in	ways	that	scarcely	
resembled	the	Christ	they	claimed	to	follow.	

Paul	responded	by	wriAng	directly	to	them.	
	
Read	1	Corinthians	13:1-8	



Jesus	tells	his	disciples	how	the	world	should	
know	them.		He	calls	them	to	prac?ce	sacrificial	
love	to	change	the	world.	
	
Read	John	13:34-35	

When	you	talk	to	other	people	about	people	
who	are	different	from	you	whether	it	be	
religion,	culture,	sex,	lifestyle,	etc.,	would	
people	know	that	you	are	a	ChrisAan	by	the	
love	you	show	when	talking?	



Some?mes	when	we	discuss	the	issues	as	we	
have	with	this	book,	people	get	defensive.		
Others	just	nod	their	heads.		Others	want	to	
argue	theology.	
	
Most	of	our	beliefs	and	opinions	are	based	on	
what	we	have	experienced	as	throughout	our	
lives.	
	
We	have	to	remember	that	Chris?anity	is	about	
forgiveness,	not	perfec?on.	



Chris?anity	does	not	invite	perfect	people	to	join	
up.		It	invites	people	who	are	prone	to	get	it	
wrong	and	then	offers	grace.	
	
In	Jesus	day,	there	were	priests	and	pros?tutes.		
The	pros?tutes	knew	they	were	sinners,	the	
priests	acted	as	though	they	were	not.	

What	did	Jesus	consider	as	the	worse	sin,	sexual	
sin	or	religious	hypocrisy?	



The	spiritual	life	of	a	Chris?an,	the	life	of	
discipleship,	does	not	stop	at	forgiveness.	
	
The	aim	of	the	Chris?an	life	is	sanc?fica?on,	a	
word	that	means	to	be	made	holy.	
	
It	looks	lot	like	LOVE!	



Over	?me,	Chris?ans	should	become	more	loving	if	
we	are	growing	in	the	faith.	
	
The	proof	of	a	maturing	Chris?an	faith	is	not	found	
in	many	Bible	verses	one	has	memorized	or	how	
systema?c	their	theology	is	or	how	well	they	avoid	
the	obvious	sins.	

The	proof	of	spiritual	growth	is	found	in	
the	pracAce	of	LOVE!	



As	 we	 grow	 in	 our	 Chris?an	 faith,	 we	 find	
ourselves	 speaking	 less	 in	 terms	 that	 are	
judgmental,	self	righteous,	and	hypocri?cal	when	
talking	 about	 others	 that	 are	 different	 from	 us	
and	 speaking	 more	 in	 terms	 of	 love	 and	
compassion.	

If	you	look	at	your	life	right	now	based	on	what	
you	think,	speak,	and	feel	about	others	that	are	
different	that	you,	would	you	say	that	you	are	
growing	in	your	faith?	



Read	Malhew	5:14-16	

We	let	our	light	shine	through	acts	of	kindness,	
mercy,	love	and	compassion.	
	
We	make	visible	the	love	of	God	for	mankind.	
	
Chris?ans	are	not	meant	to	repel	people	from	God,	
but	to	use	our	light	to	show	them	the	way	to	God.	



One	of	the	main	things	I	learned	in	our	
study	 on	 When	 Chris?ans	 Get	 It	
Wrong	is	that	I	do	not	want	my	life	to	
become	someone	else’s	excuse	for	not	
accep?ng	 Christ	 or	 someone	 else’s	
jus?fica?on	for	leaving	the	church.	


