
CHAPTER	2	
	

A	BIBLICAL	
GEOGRAPHY	AND	

TIMELINE	



“Old	earth”	proponents	(science)	say	that	the	earth	
is	approximately	4.5	billion	years	old.	

Young	earth	proponents	(mostly	Chris?an	
fundamentalists)	es?mate	the	age	of	the	earth	to	
be	about	6000	(at	most	12,000)	years	old.	

How	do	the	young	earth	proponents	come	up	
with	this	number?	



A	rough	calcula?on	to	shows	how	this	works.	The	age	of	
the	earth	can	be	es?mated	by	taking	the	first	five	days	of	
crea?on	(from	earth’s	crea?on	to	Adam),	then	following	
the	genealogies	from	Adam	to	Abraham	in	Genesis	5	and	
11,	then	adding	in	the	?me	from	Abraham	to	today.	
	
Adam	was	created	on	day	6,	so	there	were	five	days	
before	him.	If	we	add	up	the	dates	from	Adam	to	
Abraham,	we	get	about	2,000	years,	using	the	Masore?c	
Hebrew	text	of	Genesis	5	and	11.3	Whether	Chris?an	or	
secular,	most	scholars	would	agree	that	Abraham	lived	
about	2,000	B.C.	(4,000	years	ago).	

What’s	wrong	with	this	calculaIon?	



How	do	we	determine	a	year?	

The	sun	was	not	created	in	Genesis	1	un?l	day	4.	



Dinosaurs	roamed	the	earth	from	230	million	to	
66	million	years	ago.	

Why	are	dinosaurs	not	menIoned	in	the	Bible?	

One	the	?meline,	there	was	supposedly	a	
worldwide	flood	around	3000BC.	
	
There	are	many	flood	stories	from	every	region	
of	the	earth.	



D	=	DestrucIon	by	Water 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
. 	G	=	(God)	Divine	Cause 	 	 	 	 	 		

	. 	W	=	Warning	Given 	 	 	 	 		
	 	. 	H	=	Humans	Spared 	 	 	 		
	 	 	. 	A	=	Animals	Spared 	 	 		
	 	 	 	. 	V	=	Preserved	in	a	Vessel 	 		

D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	01	Australia-	Kurnai		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	02	Babylon-	Berossus'	account 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	A 	V 	03	Babylon-	Gilgamesh	epic 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	. 	V 	04	Bolivia-	Chiriguano 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	05	Borneo-	Sea	Dayak 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	06	Burma-	Singpho		
D 	G 	. 	H 	A 	V 	07	Canada-	Cree 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	A 	V 	08	Canada-	Montagnais 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	A 	V 	09	China-	Lolo		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	10	Cuba-	original	na?ves 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	A 	V 	11	East	Africa-	Masai 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	. 	V 	12	Egypt-	Book	of	the	Dead 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	13	Fiji-	Walavu-levu	tradi?on		
D 	G 	W 	H 	A 	. 	14	French	Polynesia-	Raiatea 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	15	Greece-	Lucian's	account 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	A 	V 	16	Guyana-	Macushi 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	17	Iceland-	Eddas 		



D	=	DestrucIon	by	Water 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
. 	G	=	(God)	Divine	Cause 	 	 	 	 	 		

	. 	W	=	Warning	Given 	 	 	 	 		
	 	. 	H	=	Humans	Spared 	 	 	 		
	 	 	. 	A	=	Animals	Spared 	 	 		
	 	 	 	. 	V	=	Preserved	in	a	Vessel 		

D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	18	India-	Andaman	Islands 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	19	India-	Bhil 		
D 	G 	W 	H 	. 	V 	20	India-Kamar 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	. 	21	Iran-	Zend-Avesta 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	22	Italy-	Ovid's	poetry		
D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	23	Malay	Peninsula-	Jekun 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	. 	V 	24	Mexico-	Codex	Chimalpopoca		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	25	Mexico-	Huichol 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	. 	V 	26	New	Zealand-	Maori 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	. 	27	Peru-	Indians	of	Huarochiri 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	. 	V 	28	X	.	Russia-	Vogul 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	29	U.S.A.	(Alaska)-	Kolusches 		
D 	G 	. 	H 	A 	V 	30	U.S.A.	(Alaska)-	Tlingit 		
D 	. 	W 	H 	A 	V 	31	U.S.A.	(Arizona)-	Papago		
D 	G 	. 	H 	A 	V 	32	U.S.A.	(Hawaii)-	legend	of	Nu-u 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	33	Vanualu-	Melanesians 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	34	Vietnam-	Bahnar 		
D 	. 	. 	H 	A 	V 	35	Wales-	Dwyfan/Dwyfan	legend 		
35  18 	17 	35 	24 	32 	Total	Occurrences	out	of	35 		



BABYLONIAN	FLOOD	STORY 	EPIC	OF	GILGAMESH 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
Take	the	seed	of	all	creatures			
I	boarded	the	ship	and	closed	the	door.		
I	sent	out	a	dove	.	.	.	The	dove	went,	then	came	back,	no	res?ng-place	
appeared	for	it,	so	it	returned.	. 		
Then	I	sent	out	a	raven	.	.it	was	the	waters	receding,	it	ate,	it	flew	about	to	and	
fro,	it	did	not	return. 	I	made	a	liba?on	on	the	peak	of	the	mountain. 	Gen.	 		

BIBLE	FLOOD	STORY	
6:19	And	of	every	living	thing	of	all	flesh	you	shall	bring.	aboard	the	ship 		
Gen.	7:1	Come	into	the	Ark		Gen.	7:16	The	Lord	shut	him	in. 		
Gen.	8:8	He	sent	out	a	dove...But	the	dove	found	no	res?ng-place	.	.	.	and	she	
returned	
Gen.	8:7	He	sent	out	a	raven,	which	kept	going	to	and	fro	un?l	the	waters	had	
dried	up	from	the	Earth. 		
Gen.	8:20	Then	Noah	built	an	altar	to	the	Lord	(on	the	mountain)	and	offered	
burnt	offerings. 		



Around	3000	BC	humans	moved	from	the	
stone	age	to	the	bronze	age.	
	
The	Egyp?ans	started	building	pyramids	
around	2600BC.	
	
Around	1600	BC	the	Israelites	were	enslaved	
by	the	Egyp?ans.	
	
Around	1300BC,	Moses	led	the	Israelites	out	of	
Egypt	to	the	Promised	Land.	



Around	1300BC,	Moses	receives	the	10	
Commandments	wrimen	on	stone	tablets.	

In	what	language	were	they	wriXen?	

The	earliest	examples	of	wrimen	Paleo-Hebrew	
date	from	the	10th	century	BC.	



Comparing	a	transla?on	of	the	Egyp?an	Book	of	the	
Dead	with	the	King	James	Version	of	Exodus:	
	
Book	of	the	Dead:	"I	have	done	away	sin	for	thee	and	
not	acted	fraudulently	or	deceioully.	I	have	not	belimled	
God.	I	have	not	inflicted	pain	or	caused	another	to	weep.	
I	have	not	murdered	or	given	such	an	order.	I	have	not	
used	false	balances	or	scales.	I	have	not	purloined	(held	
back)	the	offerings	to	the	gods.	I	have	not	stolen.	I	have	
not	umered	lies	or	curses.”	
	
Exodus	20:7-16:	"Thou	shalt	not	take	the	name	of	the	
Lord	thy	God	in	vain....Thou	shalt	not	kill.	Thou	shalt	not	
commit	adultery...Thou	shalt	not	bear	false	witness	
against	they	neighbor...” 		



Map	of	Israel	
divided	among		
the	12	tribes	

What’s	missing	in	
the	tribe	names?	

What	was	their	
father’s	name	and	
what	name	did	
God	give	him?	

Jacob	->	Israel	



When	the	tribes	inherited	the	Promised	Land,	
Levi’s	descendants	did	not	receive	a	territory	for	
themselves.	Instead,	they	became	priests	and	had	
several	ci?es	scamered	throughout	all	of	Israel.		
	
Joseph’s	tribe	was	divided	in	two—Jacob	had	
adopted	Joseph’s	two	sons,	Ephraim	and	
Manasseh,	essen?ally	giving	Joseph	a	double	
por?on	for	his	faithfulness	in	saving	the	family	
from	famine.	



Arer	King	Solomon	died	
around	930BC,	Israel	split	
into	two	kingdoms.	Judah,	to	
the	south,	included	Judah,	
Simeon,	and	Benjamin.	The	
other	tribes	combined	to	
make	the	kingdom	of	Israel	in	
the	north.		
	
Israel	was	destroyed	in	
722BC	by	the	Assyrians,	and	
most	of	the	Israelites	were	
either	killed	or	deported	to	
Assyria.	
	
Judah	was	destroyed	in	
587BC	and	exiled	to	Babylon.		
Returned	in	538BC.	



Other	interes?ng	dates.	
Temple	rebuilt	in	516BC	
Buddha	born	in	563BC	
Confucius	born	in	551BC	
	
Old	Testament	ends	in	the	400BC	



Septuagint	Greek	transla?on	of	the	OT		300-100BC	
	
Seventy-two	Jewish	scholars	were	asked	by	the	
Greek	King	of	Egypt	Ptolemy	II	Philadelphus	to	
translate	the	Torah	from	Biblical	Hebrew	into	
Greek,	for	inclusion	in	the	Library	of	Alexandria.		
Some?mes	referred	as	LXX.	
	
Philo	of	Alexandria,	who	relied	extensively	on	the	
Septuagint,	says	that	the	number	of	scholars	was	
chosen	by	selec?ng	six	scholars	from	each	of	the	
twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	



Map	of	Israel	during	
the	Ime	of	Jesus	

Jesus	was	in	Galilee	
while	the	Temple	and	
primary	Jewish	leaders	
were	in	Jerusalem	in	
Judea.	

What	differences	were	
there	between	Galilee	
and	Judea?	



Modern	readers	of	the	NT	oren	know	limle	about	
the	geopoli?cal	world	of	first-century	Pales?ne.	It	
is	commonly	assumed	that	“the	Jews”	were	an	
undifferen?ated	community	living	amicably	in	the	
part	of	the	world	we	now	call	“the	Holy	Land”	
united	in	their	resentment	of	the	poli?cal	
imposi?on	of	Roman	rule	to	which	all	were	
equally	subject.	

Is	this	how	you	viewed	the	Israel	of	Jesus’	day?	



Differences	between	Galilee	and	Judea	
	
Racially	the	area	of	the	former	Northern	Kingdom	of	Israel	
had	had,	ever	since	the	Assyrian	conquest	in	the	eighth	
century	B.C.,	a	more	mixed	popula?on,	within	which	more	
conserva?ve	Jewish	areas	(like	Nazareth	and	Capernaum)	
stood	in	close	proximity	to	largely	pagan	ci?es,	of	which	in	
the	first	century	the	new	Hellenis?c	centers	of	Tiberias	and	
Sepphoris	were	the	chief	examples.	

Geographically	Galilee	was	separated	from	Judea	by	the	
non-Jewish	territory	of	Samaria,	and	from	Perea	in	the	
southeast	by	the	Hellenis?c	semlements	of	Decapolis.	



Poli/cally	Galilee	had	been	under	separate	
administra?on	from	Judea	during	almost	all	its	
history	since	the	tenth	century	B.C.,	and	in	the	
?me	of	Jesus	it	was	under	Herod	An?pas,	while	
Judea	and	Samaria	had	since	A.D.	6	been	under	
the	direct	rule	of	a	Roman	prefect	(Pilate).	

Economically	Galilee	offered	bemer	agricultural	
and	fishing	resources	than	the	more	mountainous	
territory	of	Judea,	making	the	wealth	of	some	
Galileans	the	envy	of	their	southern	neighbors.	



Culturally	Judeans	despised	their	northern	neighbors	as	
country	cousins,	their	lack	of	Jewish	sophis?ca?on	being	
compounded	by	their	greater	openness	to	Hellenis?c	
influence.	

Linguis/cally	Galileans	spoke	a	dis?nc?ve	form	of	Aramaic	
whose	slovenly	were	the	bum	of	Judean	humor.	

Religiously	the	Judean	opinion	was	that	Galileans	were	lax	
in	their	observance	of	proper	ritual,	and	the	problem	was	
exacerbated	by	the	distance	of	Galilee	from	the	temple	
and	the	theological	leadership,	which	was	focused	in	
Jerusalem.	



Professor	R.	T.	France	says	that	even	an	impeccably	Jewish	
Galilean	in	first-century	Jerusalem	was	not	among	his	own	
people;	he	was	as	much	a	foreigner	as	an	Irishman	in	
London	or	a	Texan	in	New	York.		
	
His	accent	would	immediately	mark	him	out	as	“not	one	
of	us,”	and	all	the	communal	prejudice	of	the	supposedly	
superior	culture	of	the	capital	city	would	stand	against	his	
claim	to	be	heard	even	as	a	prophet,	let	alone	as	the	
“Messiah,”	a	?tle	which,	as	everyone	knew,	belonged	to	
Judea.	

Read	John	7:	40-43	

Have	you	ever	thought	about	this	being	an	issue?	



Here	is	a	new	way	for	you	to	read	Mamhew	and	
Mark.	
	
This	may	at	first	blush	sound	like	interes?ng	
background	material	that	is	not	especially	helpful	
for	reading	and	interpre?ng	the	gospels.	But	Mark	
and	Mamhew	have	structured	their	narra?ves	
around	a	geographical	framework	dividing	the	
north	and	the	south,	culmina?ng	in	the	
confronta?on	of	this	prophet	from	Galilee	and	the	
religious	establishment	of	Jerusalem.	

Have	you	noIced	this	framework?	



Who	were	the	Samaritans?	

The	Samaritans	considered	themselves	to	be	true	
Israelites.	
	
The	Jews	considered	them	to	be	a	mixed	race,	
Israelites	who	intermarried	with	people	forcibly	
relocated	during	Babylonian	cap?vity.		They	were	
excluded	from	rebuilding	the	Temple.	

What	did	Jesus	have	to	say	about	Samaritans?		
How	does	the	way	he	treated	Samaritans	
apply	to	us	today?	



Today	the	area	of	
Samaria	today	is	
known	as	the	West	
Bank	and	the	people	
who	live	there	are	
Pales?nians,	and	the	
rela?onship	is	about	
the	same.	



Bethlehem	is	part	of	the	West	Bank	and	walled	
off.		In	2004,	the	popula?on	of	Bethlehem	was	
about	40%	Chris?an.		That	number	has	been	
decreasing	over	the	years	since	then.	






